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Commander’s Call

with Ian Hunt - Commander

Welcome to the winter edition of Rescue magazine and what a great job our Editor Richard has 
done. Since the last edition, Covid restrictions have eased and we are almost back to normal, 
albeit with Covid Guidelines still being followed. However, QF6 is not immune and we’ve had 
9 of our members succumb to Covid, resulting in the cancellation of our May Flotilla meeting. 
Luckily, all except one recovered quickly and without complications, which is a reminder to us 
all that vaccinations do work.

Except for the weekend of 14/15 May, QF6 operations were maintained over the last 3 
months, even with the Covid outbreaks, ongoing floods and the large swells causing havoc 
to our entrance. For the first time in anyone’s memory, QF6 assists to vessels in Open Waters 
were cancelled due to the dangerous bar conditions. This decision was not taken lightly, but in 
consultation with the Water Police and our Squadron Commodore. 

The Pilot Boats also cancelled operations, so the Mooloolah River entrance sand build-up 
also caused major disruptions to shipping and our fishing fleet. Hopefully, short-term and long-
term solutions will be implemented by the Queensland Transport and Main Roads Department, 
who are responsible for our harbour and its entrance. 

A Hydrographic Survey was completed on the 17th of May, which showed the safer paths 
over the sand bar. The enabled QF6 and Poseidon Pilots to return to normal operations, 
although much work is still required to get the entrance back to its design depths. See the 
related articles in this edition.

At the May Recruit Night, we welcomed 12 new members to QF6, with 3 wanting to be 
Radio Operators and 9 wanting to be Boat Crew, which was a good result. If you are interested 
in becoming a volunteer, please call 5444 3222 for details of our next Recruit Night in August.

No further news as yet on the proposed Marine Operations Base to be built at the end of 
The Spit, so we await further information as to if and when QF6 might have to relocate.

We’re still seeing debris in the river and offshore following the floods, so all boaties 
should keep a good lookout and let us know if anything is spotted that might damage a 
boat. Going out at night is more risky due to lack of visibility, as well as the start of the whale 
migration season, which sees thousands of whales heading north at this time of year. If you 
spot a whale, follow the rules about boats and jet skis near whales. I suggest wearing a 
lifejacket at all times when in Open Waters. If you hit debris or a whale, you could find yourself 
in the water before you can think, with your boat potentially disappearing into the distance.

Communications are important when boating, which is improved if you log on and off 
with us, or any other Marine Rescue group. A case in point recently was when a lone boatie 
went to Old Woman Island in a less than 4 metre boat, advising that he would return by 
1940. No return call was made and several attempts were made over the following 2 hours to 
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contact both his and his Emergency Contact’s mobiles, with no success. As per our Standard 
Operating Procedures, after 2 hours, the Water Police were called, who launched their RIB as 
well as sending Police to the boaties address. To everyone’s relief he was found safe at home at 
2300 when 2 Police Officers knocked on his door – he rang and logged off straight away very 
apologetically. It turned out that he had turned his mobile off, with no reason given as to why 
his Emergency Contact did not answer either. The lesson here is to always be in contact, either 
by mobile, or preferably VHF radio on CH16 at least, when at sea, in case you need to contact 
us, or vice versa and always remember to log on and log off when you return.

The Covid “outbreak” at QF6 and the upcoming winter season means higher risks 
from Covid and the flu. Consequently, QF6 has suspended BBQs until after winter, when our 
fundraising program will be reviewed. Hopefully, you will see us at the sausage sizzles and 
perhaps selling raffle tickets around September. Our Marine Assist Scheme is a continuing 
source of income that offers boaties numerous benefits. These include complementary 
assistance covering fuel costs up to 25 nautical miles from any Coast Guard Flotilla in 
Queensland, an MBA number for easier logging on and off, and discounts for our radio 
courses. It’s easy to join online by going to www.coastguard.com.au and then following the 
Marine Assist prompts. Apart from peace of mind for your loved ones, it’s good insurance if you 
need assistance out on the water and for $80 a year for your first boat, $55 for your second and 
$30 for your third, it’s a bargain.

The Queensland Marine Rescue Implementation continues to progress, with the design 
and purchase of some new boats underway. You can read more on the current status at https://
www.qfes.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-05/Marine-Rescue-Implementation-April-2022.pdf.

My weekly Boating Safety and Weather Report continues on FM104.9 at 4.30PM every 
Friday, so again thanks to FM104.9 for their continued support of both QF6 and the local 
boating community. Helen Browne and Anna Veldstra continue to provide us with the morning 
video of the entrance, rain, hail or shine, which is posted on our Facebook page (Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba QF6) every morning around 0600. If you’re a boatie heading in or out, have a look 
and then ‘Like’ our page, which has over 7,000 Likes now, so thanks to all our followers.

Thanks again to all 
those organisations, clubs, 
businesses, Supporters 
and members of the public 
who continue to support 
us, especially those who 
advertise in this magazine, 
which covers our production 
costs. If you would like to 
place an advertisement in 
the magazine, please give 
Richard a call on 5444 3222.

Until next time – 
safe boating and please 
remember “If in Doubt, Don’t 
go Out”.

http://www.coastguard.com.au
https://www.qfes.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-05/Marine-Rescue-Implementation-April-2022.pdf
https://www.qfes.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-05/Marine-Rescue-Implementation-April-2022.pdf
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dfC’s review

with Lee Campbell - Deputy Commander

QF6 Fundraising

Due to the demographics of this Flotilla and with flu season and COVID 19 still in our 
community, the Flotilla Executive has deferred all fundraising activities until Spring. Members 
should look forward to participating in fundraising activities under our new Fundraising Officer, 
Glenn Douglas, who has some new ideas to bring to the position.
sarEX22

At 1000 hours on the 11th of March, the Water Police activated two of the Sunshine Coast 
Squadron VMRs: VMR 406 Mooloolaba and VMR 404 Caloundra to assist in a search for a 
missing diver within the vicinity of the Ex-HMAS Brisbane dive site. This was a snap exercise 
called by the Water Police to achieve the following objectives:
•	 Test Sunshine Coast District SAR-trained officers in their ability to conduct and coordinate 

an effective SAR response to a missing person in offshore waters on the Sunshine Coast.
•	 Test vessel skippers and crew from the Water Police Sunshine Coast in effectively leading a 

SAR response in offshore waters. To test and establish effective communications with other 
search assets involved in the SAR and to establish an appropriate search pattern.

•	 Test the ability of vessel skippers and crews from Sunshine Coast Coast Guard’s Flotillas to 
effectively respond to an offshore SAR. Examine both the vessel’s skippers and crews for 
their effectiveness in being part of an appropriate surface search for a missing person in the 
water.

The Police Vessel (PV) Norm Watt responded to the SAR, initially searching the Last 
Known Position (LKP) by conducting a square search whilst awaiting the arrival of the 
supporting VMR units. Once all SAR vessels were assembled at the LKP they headed North 
with PV Norm Watt acting as the 
On Scene Coordinator (OSC). 
With 1.6m seas and winds gusting 
up to 20 knots, conditions were 
challenging for all vessels looking for 
an object simulating a diver in the 
water, especially for the smaller VMR 
vessels. However, 1 hour 55 minutes 
into the search Mooloolaba Rescue 
reported an object in the water 
and was instructed by the OSC to 
investigate and found the simulated 
missing diver. ABOVE: Water Police officers direct SAR activities. QF6 Rescue 

Liaison Officer, Rod Ashlin (left) was an observer.
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Although this exercise turned out 
well for the simulated diver, in actual 
events, the target would be more difficult 
to see and more than likely submerged.

The debrief raised a point in that 
it is not always possible for all VMR 
units to respond, as they have to factor 
in many considerations at the time of 
the activation, such as bar conditions. 
Additionally, during the SAR, the use of 
zone guards can be advantageous for the 
maintenance of spacing between vessels 
and the speed of the actual search needs 
to be carefully monitored. The exercise 
coordinator, Senior Constable Mark 
Muddiman, believed that all objectives 
were achieved and thanked the volunteers 
for their dedication and response to the 
exercise.
QuEEnsland sEarch and rEscuE 
coursE

Early in May, members of this Flotilla were 
given the opportunity to participate in the 
State SAR course conducted by Senior 
Sergeant Jim Whitehead. The course 
was well attended by SES, staff from the 
Emergency Services Watch Room, Surf Life Saving, VMR and Coast Guard.

The course is intended to give participants a better understanding of the principles and 
procedures of both land and sea searches. The course content concentrates on SARs that were 
not successful and the lessons learned from these. The course participants were introduced to 
a computer program that is relatively accurate in predicting the drift of a person or vessel at 
sea, which allows searchers to find the person or vessel in a shorter time period and increases 
the survivability time.

The course culminated in two land-based exercises, which in my opinion was much more 
difficult to coordinate than a sea search. Both exercises produced successful outcomes and 
demonstrated the complexities that our Police Service deal with during a Search and Rescue 
either by land or sea.

TOP: QF6 Operations Officer, Lee Campbell conducts the 
debriefing after the SAREX.
ABOVE: SAR 2022 Course participants.
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from THe ediTor

with Richard Choroszewski - Editor

I’ve been back in Australia for 6 months and this edition is my second as Editor. I am still 
getting a lot of help from our Commander Ian, as there are still aspects of the job that need 
hand-holding. Part of the problem is the 3-month gap between editions, which gives me plenty 
of time to forget some of the minor details. This force me to ask my colleagues for help with 
the oft repeated phrase, “I know you’ve shown me this before, but can you remind me how 
to…”.

My new laptop arrived last week (almost 6 months after it was first ordered). It is a 
bespoke system designed to handle the copious video and drone editing that I do when I’m 
not crewing or editing the magazine. Early days as I adapt the workflow to navigate my way 
through the now obligatory round of passwords and 2-factor authentication requirements of 
the modern age. However, the time taken to edit and publish a 4-minute video has dropped by 
three or four fold, with no crashes, so my trusty old iMac desktop computer will soon be sent 
into retirement.

On the boating front, I’ve been frustrated by the long period of unsettled weather we’ve 
experienced on the Sunshine Coast. There’s been a lot of banter about me bringing UK and 
Cornish weather with me to these shores, and the sooner we get to seeing prolonged periods 
of fair weather with blue skies and seas and sunshine return to us, the better. This weather has 
also badly affected access at Mooloolaba harbour entrance, due to heavy silting over the bar 
(see the article elsewhere in this issue).

Assists have been markedly down on previous years, and much of our boat crew training 
has been restricted to the safe waters of the river. We’ve flown the drones around the entrance 
frequently, hoping to see the dredger beginning to win the war of resurrecting a safe passage 
across the bar at all states of the tide. However, the footage has been disappointing due to 
both the turbid nature of the river preventing a good view of the location of deeper waters of 
the channel, whose course has been changing almost on a daily basis, and also the restricted 
number of days that the dredge has been able to operate.

On the radio front, I’ve requested reinstatement on the rota, and you may well be hearing 
my voice over VHF talking to our local boaties and visitors in the not too distant future.

A big thank you to all the contributors of the magazine with articles, photos and stories. If 
I were to raise an issue with you, the readers, is that it is often the same few people that write 
in, and I would definitely like to see other members chipping in with their articles. You all have 
at least one good story in you just waiting to be read, so if you have even a germ of an idea on 
something to write about, then your contribution would be very welcome.

Until next time, happy reading!
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MARINE ASSIST REpoRT

with Lee Campbell - Operations Officer

Supporters should be aware that QF6 maintains a database with the details of the vessel that a 
Supporter has nominated as the vessel they use. This vessel is allocated a specific Mooloolaba 
number so that it may be easily identified. When a Supporter disposes of a vessel, they should 
remove the sticker identifying the MBA number and advise us that it has been sold. We then archive 
the vessel and help to maintain the database’s accuracy and currency. When you are about to 
dispose of your vessel, contact our Radio Operator on 07 5444 3222, or send an email to the Marine 
Assist Supporter team either Carol at carol.d.hutchinson@coastguard.com.au or Julie at julie.
boland@coastguard.com.au.

Marine Assist Supporters can now log on with Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba by using the following QR code. This will take the 
Supporter through a few questions (the same as logging on with the 
radio) without having to speak to a QF6 Base Station Radio Operator 
and will automatically register in our Sea Watch log. These codes are 
situated at the Parkyn Parade and La Balsa boat ramps. Keep this Qr 
code in your boat for future voyages.
using your Trip WaTch accounT

Marine Assist Supporters can register to use the Trip Watch 
applications after joining. To register, go to https://tripwatch.
platformrescue.com.au and after registering you will be able to make changes to your personal and 
boating details, log on and log off and renew your membership, all without calling the QF6 Base 
Station Radio Operator.

This Flotilla now has a large number of Marine Assist Supporters and we have a dedicated 
team to administer supporter needs. We have now expanded our team to provide a better service 
to you, so if you wish to discuss any matter in relation to your account or any other matter please 
feel free to contact Carol, Julie or myself, lee.campbell@coastguard.com.au or the Base Station 
Radio Operator on 07 5444 3222.

Supporters should remember that joining the Marine Assist 
program does not give you instant access to login and log voyages or 
alter your personal or vessel details; you have to register first. To do 
this go to https://tripwatch.platformrescue.com.au/login and at the 
top right of this page you will see the ‘Register’ button. Access this 
area and follow the details there and you will be sent a verification 
email and you’re in. If you have any issues give one of our team a call.

Coast Guard Mooloolaba is on Facebook and you can follow us 
by using this QR Code (right).

mailto:carol.d.hutchinson@coastguard.com.au
mailto:julie.boland@coastguard.com.au
mailto:julie.boland@coastguard.com.au
https://tripwatch.platformrescue.com.au/
https://tripwatch.platformrescue.com.au/
mailto:lee.campbell@coastguard.com.au
https://tripwatch.platformrescue.com.au/login
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operaTions reporT

with Lee Campbell - Operations Officer

A summary of our Operations over the last three months is as follows:
March 2022

Received 10 calls for assistance, attended 2 Community Tasks and 1 SAR; assisted 22 people and 
saved $1,444,500 of community boating assets:
•	 A 15m sail cat with engine issues, was assisted from the Mooloolah River mouth to the Free 

Anchorage (Duck Pond) area.
•	 Arrested a 14m yacht drifting in the Duck Pond and secured it to the MSQ emergency buoy.
•	 Relocated a floating pontoon from the emergency berth to another berth at the Mooloolaba 

Marina.
•	 Moved a 14.5m vessel from the trawler bays to Lawrie’s Boatyard.
•	 A Water Police activated SAREX with the exercise being for a missing diver at HMAS Brisbane.
•	 A 5.6m vessel with engine issues was towed 17nm from Caloundra Wide to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 20m fishing vessel experiencing overheating issues requested 600 litres of water to continue 

their voyage. VMR Units cannot carry such quantities and so towed the vessel 32nm from the 
southern Barwon Banks region to the Mooloolaba Trawler bays for repairs.

•	 Assisted a dingy with engine problems from 2nm northeast of Pt Cartwright to the La Balsa 
ramp.

•	 Assisted a 6.1m vessel at the Mooloolah River mouth back to the Coast Guard (CG) ramp.
•	 Assisted a 4.5m vessel with engine problems from the Gneering Shoals back to the Coast Guard 

ramp.
•	 Rotary III was called to a sinking vessel 15nm east of Point Cartwright. It headed at speed to the 

location along with Mooloolaba Rescue following in support.
•	 Mooloolaba Rescue was also called to the sinking vessel 15nm east of Point Cartwright. It 

headed at speed to the reported location and conducted a search for the vessel. The distressed 
vessel gave numerous locations and was eventually located using the Radio Direction Finder.  
The distressed vessel was towed back to the CG ramp.

•	 A 12.8m yacht located in Duck Pond with engine issues was towed to Lawrie’s Boatyard for 
repairs.

april 2022

Responded to 17 calls for assistance, conducted 2 Community Tasks and 1 Medivac; assisted 49 
people on board and saved $3,708,000 of community boating assets:
•	 Assisted 4.2m boat which had lost power and was drifting 2nm north of The Blinker and was 

towed back to the CG ramp.
•	 Took over the tow of a 14m power cat from Caloundra in the bay area and took the vessel to 

Lawrie’s Boatyard
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•	 Requested by MSQ to retrieve a Hazard to Navigation. A water tank reported floating within 
the Mooloolaba Bay area 4nm northeast of Pt Cartwright. The water tank was located after a 
short search, secured to Mooloolaba Rescue and dropped at the MSQ pontoon.

•	 Rotary III was tasked to recover an overturned tinnie just outside the harbour entrance on the 
western side. Due to large powerful waves the task was aborted for the safety of our vessel 
and crew. During the task one crewman received a minor injury. The tinnie later washed up on 
Mooloolaba Beach.

•	 A vessel called 000 and the Police tasked Mooloolaba Rescue to assist a 25m motor yacht 
that had reportedly grounded at the entrance of the Mooloolah River. The local Water Police 
then contacted us to cancel the assist and informed us the vessel was at anchor in the bay.

•	 Called by the Harbour Controller to a 5m vessel in the Duck Pond as the vessel was taking on 
water. The vessel was pumped out.

•	 Escorted an 11.5m vessel over the Mooloolah River entrance at the request of the Water Police.
•	 A 4.3m vessel with engine issues was towed from the harbour entrance to the CG ramp.
•	 Assisted a 10.5m yacht with engine problems from the Penny Lane pontoon to the Duck 

Pond.
•	 Assisted a 10m yacht with no propulsion at anchor near the pile moorings, rafted the vessel 

and placed it on the Mooloolaba Marina emergency berth.
•	 Medivac an injured crew member from the Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht Race from 

Mooloolaba Bay to an ambulance waiting at CG Base.
•	 Assisted a 4.8m half cabin boat with a flat battery from 2nm northwest of the Mooloolah River 

mouth back to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 Assisted a 17m vessel aground in the Mooloolah River to deeper water.
•	 Assisted an 8m yacht that had lost 

engine power outside the Mooloolah 
River entrance with a tow to the public 
pontoon.

•	 Assisted a 6m vessel from the Pile 
Moorings back to the CG ramp.

•	 Assisted a 5.7m motor boat with a flat 
battery from 21nm east of Pt Cartwright 
to the CG ramp.

•	 Assisted a 3.5m jet ski with engine 
issues from off Alexandra Heads back 
to the harbour.

•	 A 12.8m yacht after experiencing 
engine issues off Caloundra requested 
assistance and asked to be towed 
across Mooloolah River Bar. However, 
the skipper was able to restart its 
engine and entered the harbour 
unaided. The Assist was then cancelled.

•	 A 4m tinnie requested assistance from 
Mudjimba Island after its engine failed. 
Rotary III secured the vessel 150m off 
the Eastern Point of Mudjimba Is and 
towed it back to the harbour.

TOP & ABOVE: Mooloolaba Rescue assists an 8m yacht that 
lost engine power outside the Mooloolaba River entrance.
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•	 A 3m jet ski at The Blinker experienced engine issues and was towed 4.5nm to the La Balsa 
ramp.

May 2022

Responded to 10 calls for assistance; 1 SAR Task and 5 Community Tasks; assisted 17 people on 
board and saved $935,000 of community boating assets:
•	 The skipper of a jet ski travelling late in the day from Tangalooma to Bribie Island became 

disoriented in bad weather and sought refuge next to an anchored tanker and requested 
assistance to Mooloolaba Harbour.

•	 A SAR for a lost paddler was cancelled.
•	 Assisted an 11.5m power cat from the Mooloolaba Marina to Lawrie’s Boatyard.
•	 Assisted a 48ft ketch from 3nm east of Pt Cartwright to the Mooloolaba Marina E Finger.
•	 Moved a 14m flybridge cruiser with damage propellers from the Mooloolaba entrance to 

Lawrie’s Boatyard
•	 Moved a 14m ex-trawler from the Mooloolaba Marina to Lawrie’s Boatyard.
•	 Towed a 5m RIB with engine problems from the Duforth Avenue pontoon to the Picnic Pt ramp 

in the Maroochy River.
•	 A 10m yacht was anchored in Duck Pond overnight and dragged anchor to the East Cardinal 

mark where it became grounded. Rotary III pulled the vessel free and it made its own way to the 
public pontoon where it awaited a berth at the Mooloolaba Marina.

•	 Assisted a 3.5m jet ski with engine problems south of Mudjimba Island and towed it to the CG 
ramp.

•	 Assisted another 3.5m jet ski with engine problems just off Maroochydore Beach and towed it 
back to the CG ramp.

•	 A 6m vessel out of fuel 2nm north of Pt Cartwright was towed back to the CG ramp.

Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 65 Parkyn Parade, will be conducting the new AWQ course for 
Coast Guard Supporters and Members of the Public.

This is a 3 hour (1830 – 2130) course for VHF radio operations up to 12 NM from shore.
The next course is on the 4th of August 2022.

All Boat Owners who have VHF Radios must have an operating license. 
Unlicensed users can be prosecuted under the 

Radio Communications Act.
FOR DETAILS AND COSTS TELEPHONE 5444 3222

Australian Waters Qualification (AWQ) Course

Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 65 Parkyn Parade, 
conducts LROCP courses for Coast Guard Supporters and Members of the Public.

The next 3 week course commences on the 8th of August 2022 at 1900hrs.
All Boat Owners who have MF/HF & VHF Radios must have an operating license. 

Unlicensed users can be prosecuted under the 
Radio Communications Act.

FOR DETAILS AND COSTS TELEPHONE 5444 3222

LONG RANGE OPERATORS CERTIFICATE of PROFICIENCY COURSE
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CHapla in ’s
CHaT

with Sue Clarke - Chaplain, QF6

The Bible talks about being kind to one another and to do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you – which is really a great challenge for us all. QF6 is a large Flotilla with 
more than a hundred people, and at times, it is like having 100 Chiefs and not 
enough Indians. However, I am very proud of the kind and caring community 
that exists and the extent to which many members perform their duties 
sacrificially to not only help each other, but the larger community 
outside our boatshed.

I think it is so easy to fall into the trap of only caring for 
ourselves and our immediate family, which does take up a huge 
amount of time. However, they are better off too when a 
member comes home feeling proud and useful that they 
have contributed to not only saving lives at sea, but to 
make other peoples’ lives a little better and to have 
learnt something new.

I see this so often and I am so proud of our 
members who care and share, not only in their time 
training new recruits but in the friendships and fellowship that happens outside of duty hours. I 
witness this in most church settings too, so for our own good mental 
health we need each other, people matter, just as we matter to 
God. His love for us excels any 
human interaction, but we can 
see some of His love mirrored in 
the way we are generous, grateful 
and kind to each other. I think 
most people who sacrificially give 
of their time to any volunteer 
work have huge hearts and a 
genuine love of their fellow 
citizens.

So keep following in Jesus’ 
footsteps by caring, loving and 
giving generously to each other 
and as He says, your reward 
will be waiting in Heaven. 
See you there.

Colossians 3 verse
 12 says: “Therefore, as 

God’s chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience”.
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Qf6 news

anZac day 2022
QF6 again supported the Maroochy RSL’s ANZAC 
Day March and Service at the Maroochydore 
Cenotaph in Cotton Tree Park. Twenty-seven QF6 
members formed up on a warm but cloudy day to 
march in the parade and then joined the large crowd 
for the Service. Light showers during the march and 
Service did not deter the crowd in attendance from 
staying to the end.

Kevin Farrell laid a wreath on behalf of Coast 
Guard Mooloolaba. After the ceremonies, the 
Maroochy RSL provided drinks and snacks for ex-
servicemen and those in uniform, which was much 
appreciated by our members who accepted the 
invitation.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

nEW saFETy TrEads
Our Emergency Exit steps were installed 
in 2002, so to improve safety for our 
members using these steps to access our 
vessels, our Building Maintenance Officer, 
Robert Bohn, installed the new aluminium 
treads, which we hope will last for the 
next 20 years.

LEFT: QF6 
Members 
formed up 
ready to 
march in the 
2022 Anzac 
Day Parade.
RIGHT: New 
safety treads.
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ValE – loris o’nEill
It was a sad day when I received a call from Loris’s brother 
Garry, to let me know that Loris had passed away on the 3rd of 
March. I had only talked to Loris a week or so earlier while she 
was in hospital waiting to be moved to a high-care facility that 
day. She was quite positive and I said that I would visit her once 
she had settled in, so I was shocked to hear the sad news.

I have known Loris since she joined QF6 in 2004. She 
quickly became involved in all things administrative in the 
Flotilla, which she served for 18 years. Loris was our Data Entry 
operator from 2004 until 2015 when she accepted the role 
of Flotilla Administration Officer, which she held for 4 years. 
Loris received Coast Guard Association and Administration 
Awards and she received the National Medal in 2019. Loris 
also received the Flotilla Noel Siemon Award in 
2006 for the member who provides exceptional 
service to the Flotilla and followed that up with 
the 2018 Peter Mulder Award for the Officer 
who enthusiastically executes their duties to the 
highest standard and she certainly did that.

Coast Guard Mooloolaba conducted a 
fitting send off for Loris O’Neill on the 2nd of 
April. Her brother Garry and family flew in from 
Melbourne and the former Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea, The Hon. Peter O’Neill flew 
in from Port Moresby. So a very grand affair with 
both our rescue boats forming a flotilla leaving 
the harbour to go to sea to scatter Loris’s ashes. 

Following the ashes scattering ceremony, 
we had an unveiling ceremony at the Memorial 
Wall next door to Coast Guard Mooloolaba in 
Penny Lane Park. Loris had planned this when 
she had her late husband Jack’s plaque unveiled 
there many years ago. Chaplain Sue Clarke and I 
passed on condolences on behalf of QF6 to her 
brother and relatives and they greatly appreciated 
the services that we provided and the esteem in 
which Loris was held. Later, Loris’s neighbours, our 
Sue Clarke, past Deputy Commander Rod Ashlin 
and myself joined with the family for dinner in 
celebration of Loris’s amazing and interesting life.

Thanks to all the QF6 members who 
attended one or both of the services. Loris has 
gone, but she will not be forgotten.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6
FROM THE TOP: Loris’s 80th birthday at QF6; the 
Ashes Scattering Service on Mooloolaba Rescue; 
Chaplain Sue Clarke conducting the plaque unveiling 
service; Loris’s plaque.
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unsung hEro – sTEVE soFoKlis 
doulgEris
I had a chat with Steve the other day over a cup of coffee. No, 
not Greek Coffee, not Turkish Coffee; just the ordinary stuff we 
drink in Australia (although it wasn’t instant, I don’t think he’d 
drink that). We chatted about his life as an Island Boy, now 
Island Man. Born on Imvros Island, the island you can see in the 
distance when you look across from Anzac Cove in Turkey. It’s a 
huge island where he went to school with his now wife Soula. A 
beautiful love story, but that’s for another time.

This story is about Sofoklis, as he was named (which 
means Philosopher, which is apt), but changed to Steve when 
he became an Australian Citizen in 1975. Soula had arrived 
two years earlier to marry her school sweetheart and they were 
fortunate to find each other again. That he is even alive is a 
miracle, as Steve is a man who takes risks in life and in business. He free-dived for sea urchins as a 
boy of 10 and sold them to his friends and neighbours. Always looking for a way to be smart with 
money, he moved onto diving for sponges and then came to this somewhat larger island, Australia, 
to make some quick money and return, but he never did (except for holidays and visits to family). 
After working in his uncle’s Milk Bar in Sydney, he bought a Hairdressing business and became the 
apprentice boss man. We can tell by the fancy hair style he wears and his well-groomed beard that it 
still means a lot and I know Soula thinks he is strikingly handsome with both.

They decided to move to Port Stephens because boating was better there and bought 65 foot 
cruiser custom-built for Alan Bond in Perth (well maybe tax deductible to Swan Brewery really). They 
were known in the game fishing club as the ones with the biggest boat in the harbour. A nice label 
to have for sure and although fishing was not their main passion, I’m sure it looked very elegant 
sitting on the Versace marina on the Gold Coast. Hence moving closer and closer to where they now 
call home with a pontoon out the front and beautiful water views.

Steve knew our former Patron, Michael Alexander, in the local Greek community, who had 
friends in high places and introduced him to Coast Guard Mooloolaba and as we say the rest is 
history. With his commercial qualifications, Steve moved quickly up the ranks of QF6 from being 
a GPH (General Purpose Hand) which was formerly described as CC (Competent Crew) right up 
to Leading Coxswain and for the past 12 months, the QF6 Training Officer. He’s been around the 
traps nearly 10 years and has a highly coveted chair in the inner office at Coast Guard Headquarters 
on Parkyn Parade, close to the water he loves and the opportunity to train up the next generation 
of men and women skippers. The hours he puts into the job, like most of the Executive, is huge, 
arriving every Monday, Wednesday and Friday before 0700, putting in a full day’s work or more, and 
rostered on the weekends for his crew day. Then he goes home to Soula and they cook up a storm, 
either for Coast Guard or their Church family. I’m sure that the cooking they do for their family 
dinners, with their two adult children living close, would be a treat to experience.

So for a displaced island boy (the Turks took over their island homes in 1964), to becoming a 
permanent island man with a great lifestyle, travelling when they can in their motorhome and living 
and working around the Mooloolaba Harbour, Steve is what you would call a wise man, gentle and 
kind, a sage or philosopher as his name describes. We are blessed to have you at QF6, Steve and 
appreciate all you give and who you are. Thankyou.

Sue Clarke
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MOOLOOLABA TIDES

©
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CommUniTY news

ouTriggEr island 
drEdging
The Nabis dredge was craned into the river 
near QF6 on the 18th of May, with dredging 
of the area around the new boat ramp 
on Outrigger Island (McKenzie’s Beach) 
commencing on the 19th of May for about 3 
weeks. This should ensure sufficient water 
depth near the ramp and public pontoon, 
as well as hopefully the nearby anchorage 
area. By the time this edition is printed the 
dredging should be complete, allowing 
us to take boats to the new ramp without 
the danger of running aground, as well as 
ensuring safe operations by boaties using 
the ramp.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

FROM THE TOP: Dredge craned into the river; the dredge 
heading up river to Outrigger Island; the dredge at work 
around the new boat ramp at McKenzie’s Beach on Outrigger 
Island.
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Mooloolaba EnTrancE issuEs
Everyone who uses or wants to use our entrance knows that we have a problem with sand building 
up, which causes problems for vessels crossing the bar. The bad weather conditions since virtually 
the start of the year has seen large swells depositing sand across the entrance and in the bay, which 
has meant that the dredge could not get out past the East wall, even when it was in position.

These dangerous conditions have badly affected our fishing fleet, the Marine Pilots and QF6, 
to the extent that some fishing vessels have relocated, the Marine Pilots and QF6 could not cross 
the bar for 3 days and until recently, were limited to not crossing the bar within 1 hour either side of 
low tide. This problem, along with the recent floods, 
meant a large number of ships were forced to stay 
off Mooloolaba until Pilots could be put on/taken off. 
The local economy has also been affected due to the 
cancellation of the Australian Etchells’ Championship, 
the Brisbane to Mooloolaba and Brisbane to Keppell 
yacht races, along with the many transiting vessels that 
have passed us by.

Fixing the entrance problem is a State 
Government responsibility, managed by the Transport 
and Main Roads (TMR) Department. Recently, TMR 
released documents showing proposed solutions to 
fix the problem. However, there was little community 
involvement in the solutions.

In order to get more community involvement, 
our local MPs, Fiona Simpson and Jarrod Bleijie, 
held a Community Forum on the 31st of May. 150 
people representing various local stake holders 
attended, including Coast Guard, the fishing industry, 
environmental, recreational boaties, Hall Dredging, 
marinas, sailors and business owners, to name a few. 
The forum resulted in agreement that any further 
decisions on making our entrance safe should involve 
our community’s input. Fiona and Jarrod will take this 
to the Government. We hope our community’s feelings 
will be heard.

The good news is that the last few days of calm 
weather has meant Hall Dredging has been able to 
dredge the entrance to the design depth and better, 
out to about 100 metres from the rock walls. A Notice 
to Mariners (NtM) will be issued showing the depths 
and all boaties should regularly check NtMs for any 
safety to navigation notices. We have been told that 
the bigger dredge Port Frederick is supposed to be 
coming to move the sand that Hall’s dredge could 
not access. Hopefully, by the time this magazine is 
published, it will have arrived and started work.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

FROM THE TOP: The Mooloolah River entrance 
before development; Rotary III crosses the 
Mooloolaba Bar while departing the harbour; 
Hall’s dredge CSD Navua at work; Wave breaking 
across the Mooloolaba Bar.
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ThE nEW naME For MarinE rEscuE
At the Marine Rescue Implementation Working Group meeting on 31 May 2022 in Yeppoon, the 
name of the new marine rescue service was announced by the Minister for Fire and Emergency 
Services, the Honourable Mark Ryan 
MP.

The name proposed by the 
Working Group and overwhelmingly 
supported by the volunteers surveyed, 
will be Marine rescue Queensland. 
This means a single integrated marine 
rescue service has moved a step 
closer with the future service’s name 
announced today.

The new name acknowledges 
the important role that marine rescue 
volunteers have in keeping the community safe out on the water. Marine rescue volunteers were 
consulted over an eight-week period from 17 November 2021 to 14 January 2022 about the future 
single integrated service name. Marine Rescue Queensland was the overwhelming choice of 87 
per cent of the almost 1,000 volunteer participants surveyed. The two existing marine rescue 
service organisations will continue to be supported during implementation to provide services to 
Queensland’s boating community.

Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) recognises the outstanding dedication and 
significant contribution that marine rescue volunteers make in keeping Queenslanders and visitors 
to our state safe. QFES Commissioner Greg Leach has thanked the thousands of marine rescue 
volunteers who selflessly give their time and energy to serve the Queensland community.

“There are more than 3,000 volunteers across 47 marine rescue units along Queensland’s 
coastline,” Mr Leach said. “These volunteers continue to provide ongoing commitment to saving 
lives on water and are often placing their own safety at risk to rescue boaters in hazardous seas, 
severe weather and in darkness.”

QFES appreciates the support of volunteers and stakeholders as we move towards a single 
integrated Marine Rescue service in Queensland.

ABOVE: The Marine Rescue Implementation team meet in Yeppoon.
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VolunTEEr WEEK 2022
It’s Volunteer Week and Erica and Brendan from Ocean Crusaders have just come back from the 
high river area where many pallets and other rubbish were collected. You have to admire busy 
people helping us, as if that rubbish from the kids camp washes down in the next flood, it could well 
damage many boats including ours. Brendan is working, studying full-time, raising a family and, as 
he says “has 8 minutes a week to himself to sleep”.

I know our crews are the same. For example, Duncan left the building today after 6 hours plus 
volunteering. He arrived there at 0630 for boat maintenance and followed up helping as crew for 
an ashes scattering at sea, after the previous late night at HQ inducting new members as Personal 
Officer on our Recruitment Night.

So kindness and caring is part of QF6, with 
many volunteers putting in extraordinary hours to 
help the community and keep our boating public 
safe.

We are blessed to have such a big-hearted 
and generous community and members who 
hopefully encourage each other in the great jobs 
everyone does.

Team players for sure. Thankyou one and all.
Sue Clarke

ABOVE: The Waterways team after a clean-up session 
on the Mooloolah River.

QF6 Memorial Wall
Their Ashes are Scattered 

at Sea (or somewhere else), 
but their name can live 
on forever by putting a 

Named Plaque on the QF6 
Coast Guard Mooloolaba 

Memorial wall. The plaques 
are made of brass and will 

be engraved and highlighted 
with black enamel. Plaques 
have the option of either 4 
or 5 lines of text to display 

the requested tribute.
This lasting Memorial will 

be maintained by QF6 
Members in perpetuity, 
so that all souls who 

have gone before will be 
honoured and remembered.

A wonderful lasting memorial to those souls who 
have gone to their alloted place in Heaven

Enquiries: 5444 3222 during office hours OR QF6 Memorial Wall Officer Sue Clarke - 5444 3222
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a FunEral and a WEdding
At Coast Guard Mooloolaba we are privileged to assist the public in many ways and as their 
Chaplain with a hand-picked crew, I am able to go to sea to scatter loved one’s ashes and to have 
a short ceremony where petals or flowers are laid on the water and the boat does two reflective 
circles around them. It is very meaningful and often emotional as the ocean is a wonderful place to 
experience this.

In the past month, we have had the opportunity 
to assist Maike Hohnen, whom you may remember 
was plucked from the ocean after his boat sank at 
Caloundra 9 mile on 8th June 2019. He was with his son 
Julian (7 years old at the time) and his mate Stephen, 
on an overnight fishing trip, which they had done many 
times before without incident. Maike is a professional 
fisherman, and knows what he is doing on the water, 
so it was just one of those freak accidents, but it made 
them tread water, only hanging onto two upturned 
white buckets for six and a half hours. A real miracle 
they survived and were rescued with no ongoing issues. 
We thank God for that.

Maike and his fiancé Megan wanted to honour 
God too by celebrating Maike’s late mother when they 
scattered her ashes at sea. He had her ashes shipped 
out from Germany to be able to do that. Although it 
was a rough day at sea – we went a good distance 
offshore – close to where they had been rescued, the 
crew and I were humbled to be part of that ceremony.

Fast forward a couple of weeks and I was again fortunate to be part of their lives when I 
attended their wedding in Montville. Another rough day weather wise, as last time at sea was our 
water blessing, this time it was raining heavily from above. But as you see in the photo, it did not 
dampen their spirits. It was a God-honouring ceremony once again, but this time their children played 
an important role, as you see here with Maike and Julian dressed up for the occasion. Megan has 
Scottish heritage and Maike has German, so they combined them in their wedding outfits on the day.

ABOVE: Megan and Maike with Mooloolaba 
Rescue before the Ashes Scattering ceremony for 
Maike’s mother.
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So, as traumatic as it was 
back in 2019, it was very much 
the opposite in 2022 at their 
wedding – it was full of love 
and peace and gratitude that 
these two people had found 
each other to live happily ever 
after. A real fairy tale ending, 
or should I say beginning, for 
two beautiful people with their 
children to grow old together, 
as back when I first met Maike, 
taken from our rescue boat, it 
looked doubtful any of them 
would have a future and a 
hope, but they have, for which 
I thank God.

Sue Clarke, Chaplain QF6
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ABOVE: Before the wedding ... groom 
Maike with groomsman and son, 
Julian.

ABOVE: Maike and Megan after the 
wedding ceremony.
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assisT
sTories

Maroochy riVEr assisT
Our Gold Saturday crew were recently called out to search for possible people in the water outside 
the Maroochy River bar after a boat roll-over. Thankfully, advice came through that the 2 aboard 
were safe, but their boat was upside down inside the bar.

Skipper Glenn Pollard and crew of Lianne Ward-Panckhurst and Carol Tandy were tasked 
to try and assist using our 4.7m RIB 
Maroochy RSL. Once on-scene, they 
were able to get the overturned boat 
to the shore, where several bystanders 
helped to turn the boat over and bail 
it out. 

Maroochy RSL then towed the 
boat to the Nojoor Rd ramp, where it 
was returned to its trailer a little worse 
for wear.

Thanks to those who helped 
right the boat and to the man who 
drove the boat skipper to the Bli Bli 
ramp to get his car and trailer.

A fantastic effort by our crew and 
those who helped.

Glenn Pollard, Gold Saturday Skipper
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hoW Far ouT is Too Far ouT?
If you have a large boat, you will be able to travel large distances to your favourite fishing ground. If 
you are angling from a kayak, then rivers or estuaries are usually the limit. So, we were surprised to 
receive a call for assistance from a jet ski at the Caloundra 12-mile reef. Usually, these craft are more 
for having fun just beyond the breakers.

There was a weather warning for dangerous swells for those rock fishing, surfing, and boating, 
so to have a callout for that craft on that day was surprising. Despite the big swell running, the 
weather was sunny with only a light breeze.

The person had recently purchased the jet ski and was well equipped with the necessary 
safety gear, a radio, and his mobile phone. He had recently joined the Coast Guard Marine Assist 
Scheme, so felt confident to venture further out. Once at the fishing spot, the fisherman deployed a 
drogue to slow his drift, but the line was sucked into the intake and fouled the impeller. He was now 
powerless, a long way from land and drifting. At that distance, only the tops of the mountains could 
be seen, and the shoreline was only a smudge on the horizon.

Despite being low to the water, he had no difficulty contacting the base by radio with his GPS 
position. This was essential for us, as we could go straight to his location. However, on Mooloolaba 
Rescue, we could only contact him 
on the radio shortly before we had 
a visual and asked for his updated 
GPS position as the wind, wave and 
current had pushed the disabled 
craft away from its initial reported 
position. Sometimes, finding the 
distressed vessel is especially 
difficult even when given a Lat/Long 
and for smaller craft, being low in 
the water and the shortness of the 
aerial does not help. The jet skier 
was relieved to see us.

The tow back was slow 
because of the risk of the jet ski’s impeller turning as it was being pulled through the water. If the 
motor wasn’t not working, water could be forced into the engine, which could cause unwanted 
engine damage. I imagined that 2 hours sitting in our wake was not pleasant, but we got him back 
home safely.

Nev Collins, Gold Saturday Skipper

ABOVE: The jet ski rafted alongside Mooloolaba Rescue.
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assisT To Fishing boaT SOuthERn VEntuRE Il
Being part of a Coast Guard boat crew means you simply never know what adventure might await 
you. Around 9-00pm (2100 hrs) on 22nd March and I was lying on the bed reading. The phone rang 
and Coast Guard ‘lit up’ on the screen. My first thought was an assist was on and it was going to be 
a long night.

The radio operator began to explain that a 20m tuna boat enroute from Cairns to Ulladulla 
(NSW) was experiencing engine overheating issues and was now drifting some 40nm northeast of 
Mooloolaba. To best align with high tide on return, it was decided that the boat crew would head 
out in the morning, meeting at the Base at 0500.

I dutifully set my alarm for 0345 and for 0400, just in case. After a fitful night’s sleep I ended 
up waking up about an hour before the alarm anyway; why does that always happen? Being awake 
that bit earlier did at least allow for a leisurely shower and breakfast.

I am always amazed by how much traffic is on the road at 0430 and am thankful that I do not 
need to set my alarm early every morning to be on the road. Given the earlier than expected start, 
I was the first to arrive at the Base and after a bit of a chat with the radio operator, I collected the 
boat keys, vessel Log Book and handheld radio. ‘Hats off’ to the radio operators who provide our 
24/7 365 days a year coverage. Other crew members began to arrive and we made our way down 
to open the boat. Even though sunrise was not far away, an additional task to the usual opening 
procedures was to turn the GPS screens and other instrument screen lighting levels down to 
maintain night vision. 

Rosemarie was the skipper and after the crew briefing, we dropped the lines and headed 
down the river in the dark. With the Lat/Long position set up on the GPS, autopilot enabled and 
maintaining an active watch, there was little more to be done than to find a comfortable spot for 
what was now a 32nm/60km journey offshore. Thankfully, the sea conditions were glassy, making 
the run out much more pleasant than it can otherwise be. There was however, no getting away from 
looking straight into the rising sun on the bow. 
Our track took us through the Barwon Banks 
and we were amazed to see how many boaties 
were already taking advantage of the idyllic 
conditions.

The vessel we were going to assist 
weighed in at approximately 80 tonnes, so 
the heavy tow line was set up and the heaving 
line attached. As we approached the vessel, 
VHF contact was established with the vessel’s ABOVE: Preparing to throw the heaving line.



Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine    |    25

skipper and the towing process explained. Given the size of the fishing vessel, they had a strong 
towing point at their bow and as we were in 150m of water, no anchors needed to be raised prior to 
the tow. Generally, when throwing the heaving line, the other vessel is invariably at the same height, 
or lower than Mooloolaba Rescue. This time it was definitely an uphill throw!

With the tow underway and settled down, we noted that the assisted vessel was tracking 
slightly to our port side, but this was not an issue at the end of a 100m towline. Of course, towing at 
7 knots meant that it would always be a long trip home and it was. There were no problems with the 
tow itself, but problems did become apparent as we approached the entrance to the river.

To gain more control of any assisted vessel, we shorten up the tow prior to entering the river. 
As we slow, the usual expectation is that the towed vessel will continue to track behind us as we 
shorten the towing line. However, on this occasion, that slight tracking to our port side during the 
tow, combined with 80 tonnes of momentum, now became a pronounced skewing out to our port 
side. Without power, the assisted vessel had no steering, nor any capacity to steer. As we attempted 
to ‘wrangle’ this 80-tonne vessel under a now much shortened tow line ... chance would have it that 
the dredge was also working halfway across the entrance. 

Rosemarie was helming from the 
flybridge and with the power on the assisted 
vessel would tow okay … but any easing off on 
the power and the towed vessel would again 
rapidly take an errant course, be it to port or 
starboard. Only when power was applied again 
would the towed vessel straighten up. Having 
negotiated the entrance and the dredge, 
we headed to the trawler pens and once we 
got to a wider part of the river, we intended 
to raft the vessel up alongside Mooloolaba 
Rescue so it could be docked. As we slowed, 
the towed vessel again slewed off to port and 
toward the riverbank at La Balsa. In correcting 
for this, the vessel then took an erratic dive 
to starboard and the trawler pens. Skilfully, 
Rosemarie brought the now slowing vessel 
to a stop, other than the effect of the tide. 
We commenced rafting up so that the fishing 
vessel’s stern was ahead of our own stern to 
ensure that there was optimal ‘pushing steerage’ 
and power control on Mooloolaba Rescue.

After the challenges of the erratic tow up 
the river, it was good to finally have the vessel 
rafted up along our port side. Thankfully too, the commercial berth that had been arranged by the 
vessel’s skipper had good clearance and docking space. Rosemarie did an excellent job bringing the 
large and heavy fishing vessel alongside the dock, particularly given the push of the tide working 
against the docking efforts 

Having completed the paperwork with the vessel’s owner, we returned to the Coast Guard 
Base to close down Mooloolaba Rescue and complete our personal logbooks. We recorded a bit 
over eight hours sea time for the assist – job done!

Alan Roberts, Gold Sunday Crew

TOP: The assisted vessel grabs the heaving line to set up 
the tow line.
ABOVE: The trawler exhibited a tendency to veer to port 
due to steering failure.
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a JET sKi assisT in ThE dEEp bluE yondEr
I’ve been with the Coast Guard nearly 3 years and have attained the GPH (General Purpose Hand) 
rating, the first rung on the seamanship training ladder. I’m proud to be a member of the Gold 
Sunday crew under Lead Skipper Rod Ashlin’s tutelage.

Sunday 1st May started out partly cloudy and overcast, with winds forecast to increase during 
the day. I was assigned as crew to Rotary III along with Kevin Bradshaw on the helm and Rod as 
skipper. Our task for the morning was to establish depths at various points on the Mooloolaba 
entrance bar, due to recent shoaling causing concern. We ran in and out of the harbour mouth 3 
times to locate the best access with the most depth, then then took a run to Mudjimba Island. We 
had just altered course to return to base when the assist details came over the VHF radio from our 
Base Station Radio Operator.

Mooloolaba Rescue was doing refuelling exercises, so Rod advised the base that since we 
were already out in the bay, we would be the quickest to respond. He then explained to the crew 
that a jet ski was tied up alongside a tanker out in the deep water shipping lane and required 
assistance.

We headed out. Kevin aimed for the ships in the channel while Rod confirmed the coordinates 
and entered these into the plotter as a waypoint. I held on as the seas got bigger and bigger as 
we thumped our way over and through 
the waves, with windscreen wipers going 
and spray soaking the back deck. In fact 
the starboard window wiper was not even 
making contact with the glass! As crew, I 
was assigned the task to rectify the problem. 
Out I went, hanging onto the rail. I raised 
and reset the window wiper, both restoring 
its purpose and Kevin’s sense of humour. 
I should add that Kevin had slowed our 
progress to facilitate my excursion to the 
foredeck for which I was grateful, because 
bashing into lumpy head wind and seas was pretty gnarly, not to mention wet.

Once I was back in the shelter of the wheelhouse, Kevin increased speed and with our legs 
shuddering, our white knuckle ride continued. Peering over Rod’s shoulder I saw that the TTW 
(Time to Waypoint) was 36 minutes, not that far I thought, only half an hour. I’m not sure if time is 
measured the same when at sea!

I remember asking Rod what he thought the wave height was. His response was 1.5 metre 
swell with 1.5m waves on top. Rod also said the breeze was picking up; I think the expression he 
used was “getting a bit ‘lumpy’”. I guess the definition of wind and breeze is different where he 
comes from in Tasmania!

We reached the first ship, the Paul Kurt, but saw no sign of a jet ski on our approach, so Kevin 
steered to port and the lee of the ship thinking the jet ski would be in sheltered waters, but no jet 
ski. Rod verified with base, but I couldn’t quite make out the transmission. In the end, we headed 
further out to another ship anchored about 10 minutes away.

As we got closer I was directed to prepare the tow line. This meant leaving the wheelhouse 
and assuming the ‘crew on a heaving deck stance’ next to the tow line compartment. (Note to 
training officer - I reckon it’s a stance that should be practiced with as much zeal as a tying bowline). 
I managed to attach the black sacrificial line to the blue tow line loop and then clipped the yellow 
heaving line to the sacrificial line (it pays not to be colour blind in Coast Guard!) I then looped the 

ABOVE: View from Rotary III as we head out to the ship 
anchorage to assist the jet skier.
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heaving line into 2 sets of loops and draped this over the towing stanchion ready for action.
Looking up I saw this much, MUCH bigger ship with a jet ski bobbing along next to it with a 

rope from the ship to the jet ski handle bars and a man with a backpack on the ski. The rail of the 
ship was lined with a dozen crew who had torn themselves away from watching Netflix in the mess 
to watch our real-life drama unfold.

At this point, Rod took over the helm and Kevin assumed the role of Deck Supervisor. With 
seas still heaving with big peaks and swells, we came alongside the jet ski. Rotary lll is only 8.5m 
long and was dwarfed by the bulk of the tanker towering above us. Kevin informed the jet skier of 
our intentions to throw the line and for him to drag it in and attach the clip to the ski’s trailer hitch. I 
think he was so happy to see us he didn’t fully comprehend what was said, so we had to go around 
again and repeat it. In the meantime, I gathered the 2 loops of heaving line and was awaiting the 
deck super’s yell of “heave away”, whilst perfecting the ‘crew man on a heaving deck stance’ on the 
starboard side. My first throw fell short, much to the dismay (amusement?) of the dozen onlookers 
from above. No problem, you can do this, I told myself, just wishing the audience would go away. I 
retrieved the heaving line and Rod went around again. I didn’t quite catch what he muttered under 
his breath at this juncture, as Tasmanian is not my first language, but it was probably something 
along the lines of, “this guy’s career at Coast Guard will get cut short if he doesn’t get this next 
throw right.”

I was determined not to fail again, so I threw the line and the weighted monkey fist end hit 
the ship next to the skier’s head and bounced off the hull wrapping the line around his neck and 
handlebars. Mission accomplished I thought.

Now the tricky part. Rod had to keep Rotary III in position while we kept the tow line away 
from our props and the hapless jet ski driver had to get the sacrificial line’s shackle on to the trailer 
hitch of the ski, which was under the submerged nose. This was an acrobatic feat in still waters, and 
a herculean task in 3-metre seas with a 700 foot metal hull festooned with barnacles 6 inches from 
his head. As we shouted out “don’t go in the water”, the ski driver fell head over heels off the nose 
of his craft into the water. The jet ski saints must have been watching, as he did not get his head 
bashed by the ski, nor was he crushed between the hull and the ski and he did manage to get the 
shackle connected and reboard the ski, all to the great delight of our audience above.

We had to shout reminders to the driver to let loose the line (rope) from his handlebars that 
were attached to the ship far above, or we could have had a jet ski in a tug of war between Rotary 
lll and the ore carrier. The next step was to get the ski driver aboard Rotary III. Kevin used the 
towing stanchion to pull the ski to the stern of Rotary III, then I went out through the gate to assist 
the driver to disembark the ski and board Rotary lll. Transfer 
successful.

The driver, whose name was Steve, was exhausted. 
So now we had the ski in tow but with the heaving line still 
clipped to the sacrificial line and entangled with the tow line. 
I thought it best to retrieve the heaving line to avoid prop 
snares. With hindsight it would not have mattered as the line 
dragged behind the ski and caused no danger, but in the heat 
of the moment I knelt down on the duckboard to unclip the 
heaving line. Bear in mind the swell had not changed and we 
were not in calm water. The result of my action saw the jet ski 
grind against Rotary lll … using my hand as a fender. It was an 
extremely painful exercise as the photo (right) shows, though 
fortunately, no permanent damage resulted.
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Rod by this time had 
assessed the situation, and 
shouting to leave the line on. 
I gratefully sat on the port 
deck seat with Steve on the 
starboard seat. Kevin resumed 
helm duties and Rod informed 
base accordingly. Heading 
back was a lot calmer as 
we were holding at 7 knots. 
Sitting down, I started to 
feel unwell; sea sickness is a 
horrible feeling. I stood up 
and moved to the starboard 
side so as to not be in the wind and looked out to the horizon, but nothing transpired except lots 
of dry retching. Rod then gave me helm duties, aiming for the lighthouse in the distance. As we 
entered the bay, Rod took the helm and negotiated the now low tide bar. It was a great relief to get 
into the river.

We rafted up the jet ski to our port side and headed for the public jetty where we tied up the 
ski and invited Steve into our Headquarters for a cup of tea. In his mild hypothermic state, it was a 
mistake to offer him a biscuit from our tin, as almost all of its contents were quickly emptied. This 
fact did not go unnoticed by the team that came on duty after.

All in all a successful assist with heaps of learning for myself.
Bryan Janes, Gold Sunday Crew

ABOVE: Rotary III entering the Mooloolah River with the jet ski in tow.

coordinaTion is EVEryThing
We were notified that a vessel with one engine failure had decided to be transported to Lawrie’s 
Boatyard for repairs / maintenance. The arrangements were made a few days earlier, but because 
of the sea conditions and poor weather forecast, the movement of the vessel from the South was 
delayed until Saturday 2nd April.

Mooloolaba base radio station was notified that the vessel would be towed by QF4 Caloundra 
to Mooloolaba, where QF6 Mooloolaba would meet and transfer the tow up the channel to Lawrie’s.

High tide on Saturday was at 0845 and the vessel was due to be near the Mooloolaba 
entrance by 1000. As the vessel was a 13 metre motor cat with a wide berth, the concern was 
handling the vessel through the narrow channel, as well as keeping a check on the falling tide 
because of the draft of the vessel.

Blue Saturday crew on Mooloolaba Rescue were in contact with the QF4 crew as they 
approached Mooloolaba. We asked what assistance they required from us and if they were 
comfortable in carrying out the task to completion. QF4 responded that they would prefer to 
hand over the tow to us to finalise the task of passing through the channel and docking at Lawrie’s 
Boatyard because we were the larger vessel and had the advantage of both local knowledge and 
experience of our ‘home port’ conditions.

We approached QF4’s Caloundra Rescue and the distressed vessel approximately 2 nautical 
miles northeast of the harbour entrance. Caloundra Rescue released their tow line and moved out 
of the way to enable Mooloolaba Rescue to approach. We threw our heaving line with the attached 
tow line, which was attached to the vessel’s bridle, which was already in place.
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Caloundra Rescue informed us that not only did the distressed vessel have a problem with its 
port engine, but their rudder was stuck full to port, so that when towing, the vessel kept pulling to 
port.

After making contact directly with the vessel’s skipper, we started to make our way back to the 
harbour. While doing this we assessed how the vessel was manoeuvring. Fortunately, the weather 
was sunny and quite calm with not much swell, so we could observe the vessel easily.

To try and stop the distressed vessel veering to port behind us meant having a very short 
tow line. Having a 40ft vessel that close behind with no steering in a busy and narrow channel was 
deemed a recipe for disaster. After some discussions between our skipper and crew, we decided it 
would be unwise to use our usual method of shortening the tow line prior to entering the harbour 
and rafting the vessel alongside in a safe place in the channel. Consequently, we decided to raft up 
the vessel to Mooloolaba Rescue’s starboard side outside the harbour entrance because that was 
the position it needed to be in to enable us to drop it off at Lawrie’s Boatyard.

After entering the harbour we had to ensure we had enough clearance on the starboard side 
to safely pass the channel markers as we headed up the main channel. We also had to leave room 
for outgoing vessels of which there were several, including a trawler and a large commercial cruiser.

Our speed in the channel was deliberately slow to minimise the force on the distressed vessel’s 
port rudder. We also noticed the drag on us, but having the vessel rafted on our starboard side 
helped us keep moving in a reasonably straight line. Luckily, there was minimal traffic in the channel 
towards Lawrie’s, but we Rotary III, our smaller sister vessel, went ahead of us and checked for any 
possible hazards.

We reached the Jessica Haven anchorage area just before the final approach to Lawrie’s 
Boatyard and had a look at the situation for docking the vessel. As this was a very tight spot with 
a rafted vessel, we did not want to commit to enter. Rotary III’s crew observed that there were a 
couple of boats already docked, and therefore insufficient enough room for us because of the way 
those vessels were docked. We decided to pull back and hold our position in a safe place in the 
open area until a decision was made. The skipper of the distressed vessel made a call to Lawrie’s (as 
the boatyard staff were expecting them). He were informed that someone would go to the dock to 
rearrange the docked vessels to make space. While this occurred, we had to hold position between 
vessels anchored and on mooring buoys, while wind and current constantly shifted us around.

The person on the dock decided that we should approach Lawrie’s close to the end pylons, 
then the distressed vessel would throw a line to the dock. As soon as the line was collected, we 
would release our vessel from the DV to remove the pressure from the line so the dock handlers 
could pull in the catamaran without our added weight.

The final approach was tricky, as there was not much room with a rafted vessel, tight turns, 
close proximity to berthed vessels and shallow 
waters etc. Finally, everything worked to plan 
and as we released our vessel and backed out, 
the distressed vessel was hauled in.

We train for various situations … rafting, 
helming in close quarters, and even bad 
weather, but as with every job we do, there 
is always one that throws a curveball and that 
is what we train for. This assist was a tricky 
situation and certainly one I will remember and 
cherish for a long time.

Mick Venner, Blue Saturday Crew
ABOVE: Mooloolaba Rescue manoeuvres the 13m power 
cat in the close confines of Laurie’s Marina.
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SAR - A SKIPPER’S
PERSPECTIVE
Words MIKE EBSWORTH  |  QF6 Skipper

What began as a normal Friday morning sitting at my desk getting on with my work day, turned into 
something completely different.

At 09:15 the phone rang. It was our duty Coast Guard radio operator. “Hi Mike, Coast Guard 
here. The Water Police have activated us for a search and rescue, a scuba diver has gone missing 
from a dive party. Are you available to be on the crew?” Yes, from me and after hanging up I swung 
into action putting on the Coast Guard uniform and within 5 minutes jumped in the car for the drive 
to Coast Guard Base.

Of the crew called for the 
activation, 12 were available; 
crew members that were able to 
drop everything and head into 
the QF6 Coast Guard base for an 
important task such as this SAR. 
I arrived around 09:45 and was 
actually the last to arrive, with all 
the other crew already on station 
and the briefing started by the 
Lead Coxswain Bill Asher.

“A local dive group went 
scuba diving on the ex-HMAS 
Brisbane this morning and after completing the dive, discovered one of their group missing. 
This was at approximately 08:30. The Water Police are out there already and we are taking both 
Mooloolaba Rescue and Rotary III. Any questions?” There weren’t any and all was very clear as to 
what would happen. As I missed the first part of assigning crew to the vessels, Bill turned to me and 
said, “You’re on Mooloolaba Rescue and I’d like you to jump on the helm”. No arguments from me 
as I always enjoy being on the helm, particularly for such an event.

By 09:55, with all crew aboard and the pre-departure safety checks completed, engines 
running and time to let go and depart. With the urgency of the situation, the run out of the 
Mooloolah River felt slow and tedious, however, “Safety by all Means” is our motto and a 6 knot run 
to the river entrance was maintained. Once into clear water, it was full steam ahead to get out to the 
Water Police vessel, Norm Watt which was already conducting a search pattern around the ex-HMAS 
Brisbane dive site.

The Water Police had also activated Coast Guard Caloundra and the plan was to also have 
their two vessels Caloundra Rescue and Coast Guard II out there with us.

As we cleared the Mooloolah River bar and Point Cartwright we could see Caloundra Rescue 
out beyond Pt Cartwright also making way at best speed toward the ex-HMAS Brisbane wreck area.

All vessels arrived together at 10:25 and we were soon being instructed by the Skipper of the 
Norm Watt on the search pattern type to be performed and where we each had to sit in the line-

ABOVE: Coast Guard crews meet for a briefing before the SAREX.
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up. The search pattern was 
an expanding square. We 
each had to be abeam of the 
Norm Watt and each other at 
300-metre spacings, with our 
vessel Mooloolaba Rescue 
on the eastern extremity and 
heading north on our first leg 
of the search.

After approximately 2 
miles of this first leg our crew 

member Bruce Muller sighted an object off 
the port bow about 200 metres ahead. After 
a radio call to the Norm Watt, we motored 
over to the object to investigate and identify 
and we quickly confirmed it as our missing 
diver.

Holding Mooloolaba Rescue head 
to wind, the diver was brought down the 
side of the vessel to the stern platform and 
brought aboard. Still intact and happy to 
have been found.

After establishing that the diver was 
well and ready to head to Mooloolaba, 

Mooloolaba Rescue and all of the 
vessels turned and headed home to 
deposit the diver ashore and to also 
receive a debrief from the Water 
Police, who had set up a command 
post at our QF6 Base.

Whilst today’s search and 
rescue was a training exercise 
activated by the Water Police, every 
aspect of it was taken to be a real 
life incident, with the Coast Guard 
crews 100% focused on achieving 
the best outcomes possible. 
Training at Coast Guard is an 
everyday event in the preparation 
for the real events which occur. For 
me, it was amazing to be involved 
in this exercise and my second SAR 
activity since starting at QF6 in 
2018.

TOP: Mooloolaba Rescue with Caloundra Rescue in the 
background.
ABOVE: The SAR Control Room observes Norm Watts’ search 
progress with Coast Guard vessels approaching to join in the 
search.
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The Mooloolah river 
bar ... from a boat 
owner’s perspective
Words GREG YOUNG  |  Boat Owner

Mooloolaba has enjoyed a well-deserved long-term reputation as a safe harbour. This encompasses 
the boat harbour, marinas, the river and canal system, and must of course be accessed by first 
navigating the Mooloolah (River) Bar.

Improvements introduced last year were the new leads that presented visitors with a much 
improved sectored red, white, and green daylight visible navigation aid. However, in recent times, 
bar crossings have become more challenging given significant weather events in the first half of 
2022 that have contributed to unusually vigorous and unpredictable movement of sand, causing 
severe shoaling across the entrance and adjoining bay. Many boaties are familiar with the intricacies 
of entering (or leaving) the river over the past years when “off centre line” or “the hook turn” were 
common navigational adjustments to the normal recommended track in order to avoid reduced 
depths when making a passage ‘on the leads’.

Following a stretch of uncharacteristically bad (well atrocious really) weather from February 
through to May, the situation reached a critical point in early May, when one of the MSQ 
Hydrographic surveys indicated depth on the centre line at less than 1m LAT. Worse news was 
to follow, as numerous boats and yachts started hitting the bottom in areas of the bay that were 
previously comparatively safe and deep. A massive sand shoal covering a large expanse of the bay 
had accumulated, and a safe passage could no longer be assured using the leads, the previous 
hook turns and other ‘local knowledge’ tracks.

For my 19m (60+ft) twin shaft, monohull motor cruiser, regular maintenance and/or (in this 
case - unplanned) repairs 
and maintenance required 
a trip south to the Gold 
Coast or Brisbane to find a 
shipyard/marina with lifting 
capabilities suitable for a 
30+ ton boat. This planned 
lift-out drove my decision 
to make a departure across 
the bar on Saturday 7th 
May. Having studied the 
most recently published, 
albeit dated (2 week old) 
MSQ Hydrographic survey, 
and sourcing updated local 
information from Coast 
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Guard and commercial fishermen, I determined that following the leads was NOT the preferred 
path, particularly with a swell creating breaking waves on the bar. With reported depths on the 
sector lights of around 1m (or less) I decided to follow the most recently promulgated unofficial track 
that takes you quite close into the beach. Indeed, an updated MSQ survey published only 2 days 
later, included a larger survey area and marks confirming this was the best approach. In the week 
that followed, MSQ surveys were coming in every few days, an indication of how rapidly conditions 
were changing given the significant breaking waves across the bar and large areas of the bay.

On the day of my bar crossing, the tides were quite small (high of only 1.1m) and at the time 
of my transit approx. 0.9m, which combined with my draft of 1.4m max (though less with only 
30% fuel on board), dictated that I needed LAT depths of >0.6m to avoid bottom contact. The 
swell condition was 1-1.2m, which was certainly very doable in a large power boat, but with waves 
breaking across the bar and areas of the bay.

Following the “inner track” towards 
and then parallel to the beach I set off, 
however coming off the back of a 1+m 
swell, I had the misfortune to “graze” 
the sand, at the time travelling at around 
9kts.

Now a “graze” might not sound 
too bad. There was a lot of churning 
sand, but no hull contact with the 
bottom; but typical of a planing hull, 
with fixed shaft inboards, the ‘lowest’ 
parts are the propellers that protrude 
below the hull/keel and are the first to 
contact the bottom. Unlike keel yachts 
and catamarans which typically afford greater protection from gentle contact with the bottom, 
exposed big props (30 inch, 5 bladed) spinning at speed can quickly do serious damage not only to 
themselves but the shafts, gearbox and running gear.

At the time of contact, I felt the boat slow down, engine revs changed, and sand churned. 
I immediately throttled down but maintained forward momentum and managed to manoeuvre 
between swells and navigate the boat directly out to sea, all of which indicated I was unlucky and 
probably clipped the side of a shoal by only 0.15m of soft sand. I immediately knew that damage 
had occurred, engine RPM and fuel consumption for a known speed were too high and attempting 
to bring the boat onto the plane (18+kts) 
required abnormally high engine 
load and wouldn’t reliably maintain it. 
Fortunately, there was only minimal 
incremental vibration, an indication that 
it might not be too bad, a relative feeling 
at best, so I continued to the Gold Coast 
at slow (8kts) speed.

As the boat was lifted out of the 
water, a friend watching from close 
by commented, “those props don’t 
look too good”. This was perhaps an 
understatement given the subsequent 

ABOVE: Mooloolaba Bar from the air and my approximate track.

ABOVE: The lift out
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ABOVE: Propellers repaired.

expert’s measurements indicated substantial and unwanted additional blade curvature, certainly not 
good for fuel efficiency or performance. In my case, the ‘fortunate’ outcome was a diagnosis of ‘ten 
bent blades’ (total of 5 on each prop). The good news, after a check of the shaft ‘runout’ to check 
for bent shafts, they were pronounced within spec, also an indicator that no further damage was 
sustained through the drivetrain and gearbox.

I observed the process of propeller removal and repairing of (‘re-pitching’) propellers, it’s 
certainly an art, with a combination of high tech blade angle/curvature/pitch measurement, 
interspersed with brute force, before the finesse of final balancing and polishing.

I couldn’t help but observe the large number of props in their workshop, and an enquiry to the 
boss; ‘did any of these come from Mooloolah Bar’, confirmed with a, “yep that’s yet another one 
from your bar”; the reputation is far and wide … their business is booming.

All up, the boat was out of the 
water for almost 2 weeks, but this would 
have been far longer if the shafts were 
damaged and needed straightening or 
worse still replacement. Make no mistake, 
this is a costly and time-consuming 
repair, which for larger vessels entails a 
visit to Brisbane or the Gold Coast for 
haul-out and a duration on the hardstand 
depending on the extent of damage. The 
final cost for repairs, hardstand, lifting, 
fuel and marina yard fees exceeded $10k but could have been much higher.

So, what went wrong, what could I have done better? I certainly took all reasonable steps to 
get updated information about the bar (and surrounding conditions). I waited until just before high 
tide and took, what at the time was, the best-known, albeit unofficial track. I could have waited 
another hour to get a further 0.1m of water, but it’s doubtful this would have avoided the issue.

What was incredibly disappointing to me was the very outdated information available from 
MSQ. A survey had been completed on the day prior (Friday) but wasn’t published until 3 days 
later. The timely release of this up-to-date information would most certainly have helped me, as it 
included an expanded area of the bay, clearly showing the shoal areas and included waypoints for a 
‘recommended’ track.

Subsequent to incidents like mine (and repeated for many other boaties in this period) the 
entrance was deemed too dangerous to navigate by the Coast Guard who for the first time in more 
than 25 years suspended operations “outside” for a 3-day period. Around this same time, the pilot 
boats also reduced and/or suspended services, resulting in a backlog of 30+ ships drifting about or 
at anchor off the Sunshine Coast for days on end.

It’s pleasing to see (after mine and other’s complaints) that MSQ is now including more 
frequent and an expanded survey area, which remains critical until not ONLY the bar is corrected but 
ALSO whilst the bay remains heavily shoaled.

My experience is a timely reminder that with poor conditions producing large and sustained 
swells across coastal bars, the sand can shift quite fast. Safe water locations can change over a 
matter of days, demanding that we use all sources of information at our disposal, particularly if MSQ 
survey data is regularly updated and published without delay.

It also highlights the danger of utilising only paper or electronic charts because an unfamiliar 
cruiser using the current electronic charts would think a leisurely anchor within the bay would be 
quite feasible, only to discover the uncharted, extensive and shallow shoal … ouch!
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I arrived for my Radio shift on what I expected to be a quiet day, with nothing out of the ordinary. After taking 
over the watch from the A shift operator, I overheard a conversation, that Blue Saturday crew were conducting 
night training exercises that evening. Always up for a challenge, I asked if I could go along. The skipper agreed.

As the sun set, the crew arrived and prepared to take the boats out. I noticed that one of the crew had 
thongs on; I thought that this looked odd, but not my place to say anything. The penny dropped for him, he 
had forgotten to put his shoes on. After a quick trip home to obtain the required footwear and with a little 
ribbing from his mates, we began the exercises and after both skippers completed all their pre-departure 
checks, we set off as darkness fell.

Rotary III headed out first, as they were to be the vessel 
requiring assistance and needed to hide from view to add some 
realism to the rescue exercise.

Some time later, we received the call from our sister vessel in 
simulated distress on an unused semi-private channel. Mooloolaba 
Rescue headed towards the location they provided. Ordinarily, 
Radio Operators would give the coordinates to our crews on their 
arrival at base or when the vessels leave the harbour. On this 
occasion, I saw the level of difficulty presented to the crew when 
trying to key in latitude and longitude co-ordinates at night in open 
water when compared to doing the same task from the comfort 
of a radio room on dry land and didn’t envy them. After locating 
Rotary III and taking it under tow, we returned to the safety of the 
river. There are so many procedures and details that the crew need 
to be aware of, for the safety of the public as well as the crew.

The next exercise was carried out in a similar manner, with 
one major difference being that the distressed vessel did not have 
any lights. With the information provided, the vessel was once 
again located in a timely manner and returned to the safety of the pontoon at Coast Guard Mooloolaba. We 
were out for about 2.5 hours, and after completing the exercises, they had a debriefing to identify any issues 
where improvement could be made and to give credit, where due.

I found the exercises very interesting and they gave me an insight into the way the boat crews operate. 
Every task was carried out with the confidence that these people know what is required of them and if 
needed, there is always another crew member ready to back them up.

All of the crew made me very welcome and were happy to answer my questions, even though some of 
them may have been a bit basic. From my point of view, the public can be assured that our boat crews know 
their stuff, so if they run into difficulties, they can have confidence that the people responding are well trained 
and ready to assist.

Who knows, maybe I may have to train as boat crew. I definitely would be keen to go out with them 
again on an exercise, if the skipper agrees.

boat crew ... a 
radio operator’s 
perspective
Words JULIE BOLAND  |  QF6 Radio Operator and Administration
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CRUISING IN COVID TIMES
Words TRISH & ROBERT BOHN  |  QF6

Once the Australian government opened our doors for international travel after two years of lock 
down, we, like many Australians, really wanted to travel overseas again. We had many trips booked 
and paid for and then cancelled so once again we were ready to have another go and travel 
overseas. I had a brand new passport and wanted to use it! Of course, plenty of people thought 
we were mad and that we would never be seen again. While doing my research, I had read a blog 
somewhere that you needed more time, more patience, more money and a change of attitude to 
travel post-Covid so we took this advice onboard and booked. We were going!

Initially, we thought we would travel for a month to test the waters, and see how difficult 
travel had become. Of course, it had to involve a cruise, but with no cruises in or out of Australia, 
we knew we had to fly half way around the world to find a ship. We chose a 21-day cruise from Fort 
Lauderdale USA to Rome. Cruising had been up and running for more than six months around the 
USA so we hoped they had ironed out any Covid issues.

Planning started in earnest. Sunshine Coast to 
Sydney to Hawaii then to Fort Lauderdale to catch 
the ship to Rome then a train to Venice before the 
long flight home. Our first Covid test had to be done 
at Sydney International Airport as Hawaii only gave 
us a 24-hour window for testing. Normally, a 3-hour 
window is all that is needed before departing Australia, 
but we were warned to allow a minimum of 5 hours in 
case there was a long delay at the testing station. Our 
departure day turned into a very long day especially 
when our lunchtime flight was cancelled, and we had 
to leave 9 hours before our flight! Our patience and 
change of attitude were already being tested, and we 
had not even left Australia! We sighed and continued 
with our research.

When and where to get Covid testing along the 
way became the hardest part of our whole trip. Luckily, 
I met a lovely lady online who lived in Florida and 
would be on the Regal Princess and she was able to 
find testing for us in Ft Lauderdale. Many of the sites 
we looked at were only for US citizens. Another long 
sigh and more patience required.

Finally, with much relief, we had our negative 
Covid results in our hand and we were able to board 
the Regal Princess on 12th March 2022 for our trans-Atlantic crossing. Onboard, we felt like coming 
home to all that was familiar to us. Therefore, we settled down with our first drink and congratulated 
ourselves. The fact that there were seven cruise ships in port that day, was not lost on us. Australia 
still had not allowed a single cruise ship to enter its waters …

With so many sea days in front of us we quickly fell into a comfortable routine of a late 
breakfast, coffee and chats with fellow passengers, trivia etc. A few trips to the gym, a swim and 

TOP: Masks required when flying.
ABOVE: No masks required when drinking and 
dining.
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sauna in the afternoon before returning to our 
cabin for afternoon drinks, consumed while 
watching the ocean slowly slip by and the sky 
change colour into evening. Life on board had 
changed with various Covid rules. Wearing masks 
was recommended but not mandatory and within 
a few days of leaving port, I think at least half 
the passengers had foregone wearing them. The 
buffet still existed on the ship, but there was no 
self-serve, which really didn’t bother us, but we 
were amused that the salt and peppershakers 
were still on the tables for everyone to touch. 
There was a whole deck shut off for quarantine 
cases, but no one mentioned if there were Covid 
cases. The whole ship, including crew were tested 
again before we reached Barcelona and we know 
one person who tested positive. In fact, I would 
doubt there is a ship on the high seas that does 
not have Covid on board but life just continues.

We visited several ports around the 
Mediterranean before we finally disembarked at 
Civitavecchia (port for Rome). We travelled by 
train to Venice, another destination on a 2021 trip 
that was cancelled. I had been travelling with a 
slight cough for over a week but tested negative 
every time. I think living in air-conditioning and 
the long flights didn’t agree with me. Our last 
Covid test was in Venice before flying home 
via Dubai. Again, we were negative, which was 
celebrated with another round of drinks!

On reflection, would we travel again 
overseas? A resounding yes from both of us! This 
is now the new norm, as we believe that Covid in 
some shape or form, will stay with us. There were 
many days when we didn’t know what to expect, 
as the rules in each country were changing by the 
day. For 30 days, we wore our mask when inside 
and even when sleeping on the planes and we 
only took them off to eat and drink, as we just 
couldn’t afford to fall victim so far from home. All 
I can say is that if you are thinking of travelling 
overseas, do more research than normal, buy 
good travel insurance and good N95 or P2 face 
masks to protect yourself and don’t take them off.
PS: We travelled around the world and did not get 
Covid, yet my daughter, who stayed in our house and 
works from home had one visitor and got Covid. We 
laughed!

TOP: Masks required on the train.
CENTRE: Always carry a mask.
ABOVE: Outside but others had to wear masks.
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QF6’s Marine rescue services
Each year, Coast Guard Mooloolaba’s volunteers 
respond to numerous calls for assistance at sea. These 
calls include EPIRB and Mayday activations, search 
and rescue operations, medical evacuations, assisting 
sinking and grounded vessels, towing disabled vessels 
and escorting vessels into Mooloolaba Harbour. 
rescue Vessels & areas of operation
We operate three fully equipped rescue vessels  to 
cover inshore and offshore operational areas including 
local rivers and generally providing assistance up to 
25nm from Point Cartwright.
rescue boat crew
This is the “coal face” of our operations. If you’ve ever 
had to call for assistance, these are the people you’re 
glad to see. Rescue boat operations include deck hand 
duties, radio operations, navigation, helmsman duties 
and Search and Rescue operations.

Like all activities requiring training, you start 
at the bottom as a trainee and progress through 
the ratings starting as a General Purpose Hand. The 
sky’s the limit from there, and with commitment and 
ongoing training, you can achieve coxswain rating, 
skippering rescue vessels.

Whatever the rating, our volunteers train 
continuously to obtain and maintain a high standard of 
competency, both on and off the water, day and night, 
in all areas of operation.
radio communications
This is our “bread and butter” operation; it’s what we 
do 7 days a week, 365 days a year. A team of volunteer 

base radio operators maintain a “listening watch” on 
marine radio frequencies 24 hours a day. If a boatie 
calls for help, the radio operators are usually the first 
point of contact. Radio coverage extends to VHF, 27 
MHz and phone. 
Fundraising activities
This is the “lifeblood” of our operation for, without 
funds, we could not continue to provide our rescue 
service to local boaties.

We receive very little government funding 
- only $24,000 per year. The rest of our operating 
budget is earned through fundraising and donations, 
so the Fundraising Team is a vitally important part 
of our operations. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 
our fundraising activities have been restricted to 
selling sausage sandwiches and drinks at Bunnings at 
Kawana and Maroochydore, and other opportunities 
for fundraising that arise. It’s often said that “many 
hands make light work” and this is especially so of 
fundraising.
administration
These people are the “backbone” of our team, for 
without their leadership, guidance and support, 
the rest of the organisation would find it difficult 
to operate. Administration roles include general 
administration, operations, financial management, 
training, data entry, stores and provisioning, repairs 
and maintenance, Workplace Health and Safety, media 
relations and flotilla publications ... the list is not 
quite endless, but there are plenty of tasks for which 
volunteers are always required.

The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard is a voluntary organisation committed to saving lives at 
sea by providing emergency assistance to vessels in need.

Regular Membership
QF6 Coast Guard Mooloolaba

“Join the Team”

are you looking for a new challenge? Would 
you like to help your community? Would you 
like to learn new skills? do you have spare 
time? if the answer is yEs, coast guard 
Mooloolaba needs you!

Being part of a team that saves lives at sea 
gives our volunteers an immense amount of 
satisfaction and a real sense of achievement. If 
you would like to be part of the Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba team, call 5444 3222 or visit our 
Base at 65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba.
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The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard is a voluntary 
organisation providing emergency and other 
assistance to vessels in need. In order to maintain 
our vessels and to continue providing this service, 
it is necessary for our organisation to raise the 
required funds by conducting fundraising events in 
the community.

Coast Guard Mooloolaba operates three fully 
equipped rescue vessels. Our Aim is to promote 
safety in the operation of small craft in Mooloolaba 
and surrounding areas by guarding our coastline 
in the most effective way, initially by education, 
example and examination and finally by search and 
rescue.

Each year, Coast Guard Mooloolaba 
volunteers make numerous rescues, including 
assisting sinking vessels, vessels that have run 
aground, towing broken down vessels and escorting 
vessels into Mooloolaba Harbour. For an annual fee 
of $80.00, $55.00 for a second vessel and $30.00 for 
a third vessel (all fees include GST), a Coast Guard 
Marine Assist Subscription will give you peace of 

mind for not only yourself, but also for your family. 
Becoming a Coast Guard Marine Assist subscriber 
entitles you to the following benefits:
•		A	call	sign	(MBA	number)	identifying	you	as	a
  Mooloolaba-based member’s vessel
•		Subscription	benefits	details	and	a	Supporter	

sticker for your vessel
•		Recorded	details	of	boat/trailer/home	contacts
•		Radio	coverage	from	all	Coast	Guard	radio	bases	

around Australia
•		Support,	rescue	and	assistance,	training	and	

information on a wide range of topics
•		Opportunities	to	attend	discounted	LROCP,	AWQ,	

First Aid and CPR courses
•		Reciprocal	membership	with	all	other	Queensland	

Coast Guard Flotillas
•		FREE	assistance	within	25nm	of	Point	Cartwright	

or from any other Queensland Flotilla
We look forward to your valued subscription.  

Please contact the Base on 5444 3222 for more 
information on how to become a supporter.





To apply to become a Volunteer Member of QF6 Coast 
Guard Mooloolaba, complete the enquiry form below and 
post to Coast Guard Mooloolaba (Attention: Commander), 
65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba Qld 4557 or drop it in to the 
Base at Parkyn Parade.
Name:  ______________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________

__________________________ P/Code:  __________________

Telephone:  __________________________________________

Email:  _______________________________________________

There are two options to become a QF6 Supporter:
1.  Go to the following website - https://coastguard.
com.au/marine-assist/ - and complete the form. OR
2.  Come to QF6 headquarters to fill in the required 
on-line form.

Upon completing your form, you will receive 
your call sign (MBA number) and Supporter package in 
the mail.

For Volunteer Membership applications, upon 
returning the application form, you will be contacted 
to arrange a time for an interview, after which your 
application will be processed.

We look forward to welcoming new 
Volunteer Members and Coast Guard Supporters 
to QF6 and hope it will be the start of a long and 
mutually satisfying association with a fully volunteer 
organisation providing a vital service supporting the 
boating public using our local waterways.

Please send me an enquiry form
for volunteer membership

Coast Guard … Join the Team

MARINE ASSIST SUBSCRIpTIoN
QF6 Coast Guard Mooloolaba

BECOME A COAST GUARD VOLUNTEER OR SUPPORTER

We need your support today ... you may need ours tomorrow
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QF21 SANDY 
STRAIT•

QF17 TIN CAN BAY
•

QF5 NOOSA •

QF6 MOOLOOLABA •

QF4 CALOUNDRA •

QF21 sandy sTraiT
Base: Phone 07 4129 8141  |  Fax 07 4129 8907
Email: operations.qf21@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 341, Maryborough, QLD 4650
Location: 126 Eckert Rd, Boonooroo
Hours of Operation: 0700 - 1800 daily  |  1800 - 0700 Duty Skipper on call
Radio Call Sign: VMR421 or Coast Guard Sandy Strait
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 80, 82  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: Great Sandy Strait south to Kauri Creek and north to McKenzie’s Jetty; 
Mary River up to the Barrage

QF17 Tin can bay
Base: Phone - 07 5486 4290  |  Mob - 0419 798 651
Email: radioroomqf17@gmail.com (operations)
Post: PO Box 35, Tin Can Bay, QLD 4580
Location: In the boat ramp car park, Norman Point at 25° 54’ S / 153° 00’ E
Hours of Operation: 0600 - 1800 daily
Radio Call Sign: VMR417 or Coast Guard Tin Can Bay
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 67, 80, 82  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: Tin Can Inlet & adjacent creeks; Great Sandy Strait north to S38; 
Offshore waters north to Indian Head, south to Double Island Point & 50nm to seaward

QF5 noosa
Base: Phone - 07 5474 3695  |  Emergencies - 07 5449 7670
Email: fao.qf5@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 274, Tewantin, QLD 4565 
Location: Russell St, Munna Point in the Noosa River Caravan Park
Hours of Operation: 24/7  |  365 days
Radio Call Sign: VMR405 or Coast Guard Noosa
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 22, 80  |  27MHz 88, 91
Operational Area: The entire Noosa River and its lakes; Offshore waters north to Double 
Island Point, south to Point Arkwright & 50nm to seaward

QF6 Mooloolaba
Base: Phone - 07 5444 3222
Email: qf6@coastguard.com.au
Post: 65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba, QLD 4557
Location: In the boat ramp carpark, 65 Parkyn Parade at 26° 41.1’ S / 153° 07.6’ E
Hours of Operation: 365 days 0600 - 2200  |  2200 - 0600 Night watch (CH 16)
Administration Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 0800 - 1200
Radio Call Sign: VMR406 or Coast Guard Mooloolaba
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 20, 21, 22, 67, 73, 80, 81  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: North to Point Arkwright, south to Point Cartwright & 50nm to seaward

QF4 caloundra
Base: Phone 07 5491 3533
Email: operations.qf4@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 150, Caloundra, QLD 4551
Location: Tripcony Lane, Caloundra off Maloja Avenue
Hours of Operation: 7 DAYS 0600 - 1700
Radio Call Sign: VMR404 or Coast Guard Caloundra
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 73  |  27MHz 88, 91
Operational Area: Offshore waters north to Point Cartwright, south to approximately 
halfway down Bribie Island & 40nm to seaward

SUNSHINE CoAST
FLoTILLA CoNTACTS
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