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Commander’s Call

with Ian Hunt - Commander

Welcome to the Summer edition of the Mooloolaba Rescue magazine. Our Editor, Richard, is still 
stuck in the UK, but there is light at the end of the tunnel for him to return after the Brexit deal early 
next year. Again, I have had the pleasure of being the Acting Editor. Some interesting articles and 
news of what has been happening at QF6 over the past three months are in this edition, so I hope 
you enjoy the read.

We are still operating under Covid-19 restrictions, but hopefully, with everyone doing the right 
thing and restrictions reducing, we might be able to enjoy an almost normal Christmas. With our 
meeting numbers restricted we have been limited to holding only two “special” meeting to enlist 
new members into the Flotilla, so I must say thank you to those who joined us and to our members 
who have been patiently waiting until we can return to our normal Flotilla meetings. If anyone is 
interested in joining QF6, please contact us on 5444 3222 or at qf6@coastguard.com.au and our 
Recruitment Officer will give you all the details as to what is involved and the date/time for our next 
Recruit Information Night.

Our raffle ticket sales are still on hold, but we are thankful of being offered some Bunnings 
BBQs, which have given us some much needed income. We will be at Bunnings Maroochydore on 
Boxing Day, so if you are in the area, stop in for a sausage or two and a drink. Our Marine Assist 
Scheme is another valuable source of income, so if you have a boat, join up for $75 and receive the 
benefits of an easier Log On with your own Mooloolaba (MBA) number, complementary Assistance 
and reduced fees for First Aid and Radio courses. The fee is going up to $80 for your first boat, $55 
for the second and $30 for the third on the 1st of January, so get in before the price rise. It’s easy to 
join by going to www.coastguard.com.au and follow the Marine Assist prompts.

After waiting for almost 10 years, the big news is that the VHF Channel 73 radio and PTZ 
camera systems are both fully operational from the Pt. Cartwright Lighthouse. We are getting 

mailto:qf6@coastguard.com.au
http://www.coastguard.com.au
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much-improved coverage and have been able to guide several vessels safely into Mooloolaba 
using the camera. This was a $38,000 project that we have had to fund ourselves due to a lack 
of grant funding support. The CYCA Solas Trusts in Sydney is considering a request for funding 
support, as this installation will enhance safety at sea near Mooloolaba, which is why the SOLAS 
Trusts was formed after the deadly 1998 Sydney to Hobart yacht race. We are hopeful of receiving 
some assistance from them, but if any of our readers would like to make a donation towards this 
installation, it would be greatly appreciated. The new roof over our deck has been completed, so 
check out the story and photos in this edition.

QF6 has again been very busy on the operations side, with the Assist numbers remaining 
steady over the period. Flat batteries and fuel issues were again the main reasons, so please pay 
more attention to these two areas before heading out. Another request – please don’t take your 
recently purchased boat out to sea on its first trip, as doing this has caught out a few boaties 
recently. A postscript to the high-publicity SAR event that occurred recently, when Mooloolaba 
Rotary Rescue picked up two boaties from the water after their boat sank 21 nautical miles off 
Mooloolaba, is that their boat was recently retrieved when it was caught in a trawler’s nets. It is 
apparently the second boat this trawler has retrieved; so what are the odds of doing that twice?

We recently renewed our sponsorship with WIN News for another 12 months, so you will 
continue to see Bill Asher providing his weekend weather and Boating Safety Report on WIN 
News every Friday at around 6.30PM and adverts for QF6 at various times during their programs. I 
continue to do the weekly Boating and Weather Report on FM104.9 at 4.30PM every Friday, which 
I hope our local boaties tune in to. Thanks to WIN News and FM 104.9 for their continued support 
of both us and the local boating community. Again, many thanks to Helen Browne, who, for most 
of this year has stood in since our Editor’s departure and provided a video of our entrance every 
morning, which is included with our daily marine forecast on our Facebook page – Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba QF6. If you are on Facebook, check out our page and Like us – we passed a milestone 
of 4,000 Likes recently, so thanks.

We received a Press Release from the Government before the election that advised they 
will provide $35.38m to support Marine Rescue services in Queensland, so maybe the Blue Water 
Review that has been put on hold since midyear might be regenerated. Whatever happens, 
increased Government funding for vessels, insurance, fuel, training and maybe uniforms will be 
a good thing. It’s getting harder to fund vessels through raffles and sausage sizzles, as from our 
experience the cost of every new boat is double the cost of the previous one.

Thanks to all those organisations, businesses, supporters and members of the public who 
continue to support us and we hope that you will all soon be able to help us more by buying a raffle 
ticket or a sausage.

On behalf of the Executive and Members of QF6, I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you and your families a safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Until next time – safe 
boating and please remember “If in doubt, don’t go out”.
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From the dFC

with Rod Ashlin - Deputy Commander

Christmas greetings to all!
Our vessels and crews have been busy over the last 3 months with the normal expected 

calls for assistance for the usual range of problems, from out of fuel to vessels sinking. Our rescue 
vessels have been ready whenever needed and they are kept in excellent order by our maintenance 
team. Keeping 3 vessels in top condition and ready to go to sea at anytime is an ongoing task and 
involves input from a number of people to ensure we are always ready to meet any challenge.

Crew training is also ongoing and it is pleasing to see a number of new Operational Restricted 
Coxswains gaining qualification, as well as four new Skippers being appointed in the last 3 months. 
To be appointed, a skipper requires considerable study and time at sea, as well as an assessment 
by an external Assessor and then finally an assessment by one of our own QF6 Assessors. We 
take pride in turning out competent people to lead our crews. This flow of newly qualified people 
ensures we have the capacity to serve the community on an ongoing basis.

Our patio roof is completed and some of our crews will be utilizing this area to have a 
Christmas BBQ function as Covid-19 has meant the cancellation of our usual Flotilla Christmas 
dinner.

We have been successful with a Sunshine Coast Council Grant to enable us to purchase much 
improved spotlights. In a recent operation, the Commander noticed that the new Water Police 
vessel had superior lights to ours, so we will now be able to purchase the same lights, which just 
may be the difference in saving someone’s life at sea.

One concerning trend that has been apparent in the last 3 months is the number of calls for 
assistance from vessels that are in poor and unseaworthy condition and usually with inexperienced 
new owners. These vessels have been purchased from marinas to our north who seem to have been 
cleaning out vessels that have been neglected and no doubt owing considerable Marina Fees. It 
seems that people with limited means see these cheap vessels as a way to provide an inexpensive 
place to live. When they try to relocate them, the deficiencies of the vessel and its new owners 
soon become apparent, leading to calls for assistance, sometimes in the middle of the night and 
long tows from as far as Double Island Point have resulted. As these owners have found, cheap 
vessels usually are not the answer to inexpensive accommodation. They often lead to a multitude of 
problems as well as a very scary experience for the owners. If you know of anyone
considering purchasing an old, suspect vessel as a liveaboard, please talk
them out of it.

We thank the Community for their support during the year 
and wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a New Year 
with fewer problems than the last Covid-19-dominated 2020.

Happy boating.
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Sure, their Ashes are 
Scattered at Sea (or 

somewhere else), but 
their name can live 

on forever, by putting 
a Named Plaque on 
the QF6 Mooloolaba 

Coast Guard Memorial 
wall. The plaques are 
made of brass and 

will be engraved and 
highlighted with black 
enamel. Plaques have 
the option of either 

4 or 5 lines of text, to 
display the requested 

tribute.

WHAT A WONDERFUL WAY TO HAVE A LASTING MEMORIAL
TO THOSE SOULS WHO HAVE GONE TO THEIR ALLOTTED PLACE IN HEAVEN

Enquiries: 5444 3222 during office hours OR QF6 Memorial Wall Officer Sue Clarke - 5444 3222

This lasting Memorial will be maintained by QF6 Members in perpetuity, so that all souls who 
have gone before will be honoured and remembered.

QF6 Memorial Wall

edItor at large

with Richard Choroszewski - Editor

As the Commander has mentioned, I’m still stuck in the UK looking forward to winter – not. The 
Commander has again produced this edition of the magazine. Hopefully I will be back sometime 
early next year to get back to the magazine, boat crew and radio duties, as well as enjoying the 
warmth of the Sunshine Coast.

More great articles and details about what QF6 has been up to over the last 3 months or so. 
Thanks again to all those who contributed and if anyone out there has an interesting nautical story 
that they would like to share, please contact the Commander.

The Mooloolaba Rescue magazine relies on our advertisers to cover the cost of production, so 
thanks to you all. Please support the businesses who support QF6 when you can. Also, if there are 
any businesses out there who would like to put an advert in the magazine, contact the Commander.

I hope you enjoy this edition, either the hard copy black and white version, or the colour 
version at https://coastguard.com.au/flotilla/qf6-mooloolaba/ and at the bottom of the page select 
the issue you would like to view.
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operatIons report

with Lee Campbell - Operations Officer

A summary of our operations over the last three months is as follows:
September 2020
Received 12 calls for assistance and 1 Community Task, assisting 28 people and saving $815,000.00 
of community boating assets:
•	 A 10m vessel with fuel issues was towed from the harbour entrance to the public pontoon.
•	 A 10m vessel was transferred to Rotary III for passage up the Kawana Canal due to the low 

tide, and placed on the work dock at Lawries Boat Yard.
•	 A 5m vessel off Currimundi experiencing engine issues was towed 8Nm back to the CG ramp.
•	 Repositioned a vessel with the owner onboard to a more secure anchorage within the Free 

Anchorage area (Duck Pond).
•	 A 10m yacht with suspected engine problems found that he needed fuel and transferred fuel 

from one tank to another. With the engine now running, our rescue vessel escorted the yacht 
into harbour.

•	 A 13m yacht grounded on shoaling at low tide on the Mooloolah River bar. Mooloolaba Rotary 
Rescue freed the vessel and towed it to the Mooloolaba Marina with a damaged rudder.

•	 A 7.6m vessel with engine issues was assisted in the Mooloolah River after just launching and 
was returned to the CG ramp.

•	 A 7.2m yacht experiencing steering and engine issues was assisted from the harbour entrance 
to the CG ramp.

•	 A 9m yacht with steering and engine issues was towed from Double Island Point by Coast 
Guard Noosa and Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue then towed it from Noosa to the Duck Pond.

•	 A 13.1m yacht was relocated from the Mooloolaba Marina to Lawries Marina for lift out.
•	 A 5.6m vessel with gear box problems was towed from 6.5Nm SE of Point Cartwright to the 

CG ramp.
•	 A 4.45m tinnie with engine issues on Coolum Reef was towed 8Nm back to the CG ramp.
October 2020
Responded to 12 calls for assistance, assisting 31 people on board and saving $385,000.00 of 
community boating assets:
•	 A 7m vessel with engine issues was towed from the Blinker to the CG ramp.
•	 A 12.4m motor cruiser with insufficient fuel needed assistance and was towed from 3Nm South 

of Point Cartwright to the Mooloolaba Marina.
•	 A 17m ketch with engine problems was transferred to Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue off 

Caloundra Headland from the Coast Guard Redcliffe QF3 rescue vessel, to continue the tow 
from Tangalooma to the Wharf Marina.

•	 A 4.9m vessel with engine issues in the Maroochy River was towed back to the Twin Waters 
ramp.
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•	 A 5.85m vessel in the Bay area was taking on water. Our rescue vessel attended and took the 
vessel under tow and then rafted it in the river to commence a pump out, then delivered it to 
the CG ramp. 

•	 Maroochy RSL was requested by QAS to assist Paramedics in evacuating an injured Jet Ski 
rider.  Another vessel was found to be more suitable and was used for this patient.

•	 An 11m yacht with steering issues was towed from the Mooloolah River entrance to its private 
berth.

•	 A 4.9m vessel with engine issues in the Mooloolah River requested assistance, however, it was 
assisted by another vessel and the task was cancelled.

•	 A 10m yacht with engine issues in the Duck Pond was towed to the Kawana Marina.
•	 Rotary III was called to pump out water from a 10m yacht in the Duck Pond.
•	 A 5.2m vessel with engine issues was towed from 2.5Nm N of Pt Cartwright to the La Balsa 

ramp.
•	 A 12m yacht boke its mooring and drifted towards other vessels in the Duck Pond. The owner 

gave permission for QF6 to board and re-anchor his vessel.
November 2020
Responded to 13 calls for assistance; assisting 51 people on board and saving $1,101,500.00 of 
community boating assets:
•	 A 6m vessel with engine issues 26Nm NE of Pt Cartwright was towed to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 5m vessel with engine issues 3Nm E of Pt Cartwright was towed to Mackenzie’s ramp.
•	 A 4.3m vessel with engine issues 2Nm N of the harbour entrance was towed to the CG ramp.
•	 A 10m yacht taking on water in the Duck Pond was pumped out again.
•	 A yacht drifting in the Duck Pond after breaking anchorage was towed to Lawries Marina.
•	 An 11m yacht with a broken rudder was assisted from the harbour entrance to the Mooloolaba 

Marina.
•	 A 12m commercial vessel broke down at the harbour entrance and was towed to the Wharf 

Marina.
•	 A 16.72m yacht experiencing engine issues was towed from Mudjimba Island to the 

Mooloolaba Marina.
•	 A 10.5m yacht experiencing overheating issues and 

sailing with little wind requested assistance 6Nm 
south of Double Island Point. Coast Guard Noosa 
initiated the tow and handed over to Mooloolaba 
Rotary Rescue at Noosa Heads and was towed to 
the Duck Pond in the Mooloolah River.

•	 A 16.76m yacht with engine issues was towed from 
the harbour entrance to Lawries Marina.

•	 A 7.6m vessel with no steering was towed from the 
Outer Gneering Shoals to the La Balsa ramp.

•	 A 4.5m vessel with engine issues was towed from 
1Nm from the harbour entrance to the La Balsa 
ramp.

•	 A 7m vessel with engine issues 27Nm NE of Pt 
Cartwright was towed to the La Balsa ramp.

•	 A 6m vessel with engine issues was towed from 5 
Nm E of Point Cartwright to the La Balsa ramp.
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MARINE ASSIST REPORT

with Lee Campbell - Operations Officer

QF6 Marine Assist Supporters – Price Rise
Recently, QF6 Mooloolaba sent emails out to all our supporters advising that there will be a $5.00 
price increase on annual subscriptions from 1 January 2021.

I would like to thank you all for the positive feedback on the increase. As you are aware, with 
a lack of substantial government funding and our lack of ability to raise operating funds owing to 
Covid-19 restrictions, your support for QF6 is greatly appreciated by all our members.

Marine Assist Supporters are advised that they can update their personal and boat information 
by logging into and registering on https://tripwatch.platformrescue.com.au and once you’re into 
this site you can also log a trip and log off.
Submarine Tourism Venture
Coast Guard Mooloolaba has been advised that a 20 metre semi-submersible submarine will take 
up residence in Mooloolaba 
for tourism purposes and QF6 
will be exercising with the 
submarine to ensure towing 
and rafting procedures are 
established should the need 
arise. Commencing operations in 
February 2021, their site is http://
www.downundersubmarines.
com and https://youtu.be/
uG6g2rMyG2s.
Radio Monitoring
Please remember that Coast 
Guard Mooloolaba is the 
only station that is continually 
monitoring VHF channels 16, 
20, 21, 22, 67, 73, 80 & 81, 
24hours 7 days a week 365 days 
a year. We can also monitor the 
movement of vessels equipped 
with AIS and can now give 
real-time visual updates on the 
Mooloolah and Maroochy River 
bars.

https://tripwatch.platformrescue.com.au
http://www.downundersubmarines.com
http://www.downundersubmarines.com
http://www.downundersubmarines.com
https://youtu.be/uG6g2rMyG2s
https://youtu.be/uG6g2rMyG2s
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Chapla In ’s
Chat

with Sue Clarke - Chaplain, QF6

Merry Christmas
For some, Christmas is just a noisy rush and bustle they can do without and the sooner it is 
over the better. For others like me, it is a time to cherish and love, as without Christ’s Mass we 
wouldn’t have Easter and without Easter we wouldn’t have Eternal Life and Heaven to look 
forward to. It is more than the Baby in the cradle; it is the Man on the Cross too. His other 
name besides Jesus is Immanuel, meaning “God with us” – I’m praying you know that truth as 
Christmas comes to you this year.

So, it’s all in your perspective, what you believe and how you live. Most folks like the 
holidays, time off work; for us here, summertime and the beach, sailing or boating, fishing or 
surfing. It’s all to do with your interests and lifestyle. Some find the humidity terrifying, some 
like it – others just ignore it as they sit in air-conditioned comfort all day.

So whatever your take on Christmas, embrace the Season, cherish being with family and 
friends if you are so fortunate to have them around, look for something you can be happy 
about and try and enjoy yourself and have a very Merry Christmas.

From myself and us all at Coast Guard Mooloolaba.
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QF6 news

DeCk ROOF AT LAST
Finally, after 8 months of getting approvals from 
different agencies, construction of our deck roof 
by Aussie Outdoor Creations commenced on the 
14th of September. The roof will provide much 
needed shade for our members when using the 
deck, as well as improved protection for the roller 
door motor. Thanks to Deputy Commander Rod 
Ashlin for his persistence in getting this project to 
fruition.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

TOP: The roofing material arrives 
and construction begins.
ABOVE: Making good progress.
LEFT: The completed roof.

QF6 LiFe RAFT TRAiNiNg
The QF6 Mooloolaba Flotilla in conjunction 
with QF4 Caloundra conducted the final Life 
Raft exercise for this year at the Kawana Aquatic 
Centre, as part of the Shipboard Safety Skill Set.

Five members from QF6 and 10 from QF4 
Caloundra completed their practical assessment 
on a sunny Sunday with all enjoying the event.

Bill Asher, QF6 Training Officer

RIGHT: Getting into the life raft.
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FuNDRAiSiNg AwARDS
The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard 
Association recently instigated awards 
for our volunteers who spend lots of time 
fundraising to keep our Flotillas operational. 
Ken Williams was our first member to 
receive the 100 hours Award and Bill Asher 
was the first to receive the 200 hours Award.

As fundraising records are checked, 
many more QF6 members will be receiving 
these awards in the future. A big thank you 
to our members who do BBQs or sell raffle 
tickets to raise essential funds.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

TOP: Ken Williams receives award from Commander 
Ian Hunt. ABOVE: Bill Asher receives his award from 
Commander Ian Hunt.

ThANkS heLeN
When our magazine Editor Richard was still 
with us, he used to take a video of the entrance 
every morning that we put on our Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba QF6 Facebook page. When he left 
to return to the UK at the start of this year, Helen 
Browne volunteered to take the videos for us on 
her regular morning walks. Little did Richard, we 
or Helen think that almost a year later that she 
would be still doing the videos for us, with the 
likelihood that it could continue well into 2021.

Helen’s videos and our morning Marine 
forecasts have become very popular and QF6 is 
very grateful to Helen for doing this morning task 
and for even getting her walking companion to 
send the videos while she was recently away.

Helen – from QF6 and the local boating 
community – A BIG Thankyou.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

TOP: Commander Ian Hunt welcomes Helen to QF6.
ABOVE: Helen’s videos continue rain, hail or shine.
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uNSuNg heRO – BiLL ASheR
“They” say, what doesn’t kill you makes you stronger 
– so if that’s the case Bill Asher is a very strong 
man! Nitro-glycerine features in this story, one to 
blow up with disadvantage and one to blow up 
with advantage. Intrigued? Well, it was when Bill 
started chatting about his life, as most of us know 
him in his current position at QF6 – Training Officer 
extraordinaire.

But scrape the jolly man’s surface and take 
away the Friday night WIN News TV presentations, 
you will find a Ford car lover, both modern and 
classic, an avid gardener of exotic Desert Roses and 
much more.

Bill’s early years were spent moving around 
the country, as his Dad worked in Co-ops in Junee, 
Coonabarabran, Boggabri, Greenwell Point, Nowra 
and eventually by the age of 8 they settled in 
Eastern Creek 25 kilometres west of Sydney. Later he worked in Transport both land and sea over 
the years and still is all at sea with QF6. Let’s hope he has settled now on the Sunshine Coast after 
20 years spent in Cairns, living near the Daintree Rainforest (the oldest living rainforest in the world) 
and joining up with Coast Guard Cairns.  He qualified as a Skipper there, although the ulterior 
motive was to just learn navigation so he could go sail his beautiful yacht, but he still answered the 
call every four weeks as the roster dictated.

In his retired life, he moved to the Sunshine Coast in 2011 and joined QF6 and Roger 
Beighton’s Gold Sunday crew. Of course, those in QF6 were smart enough to see there was more 
Bill could do and he shot up the learning ladder as Flotilla First Aid Trainer, then Training Officer, 
then took over in 2014 as the lead Skipper of White Saturday crew. In June 2017. Bill was elected 
to serve in the highest office of Commander for 2 years and then happily returned to being the 
Training Officer again at the end of his term, which is still his current love. He also does all QF6 First 
Aid training and assists with Life Raft Training, which he had moved to a swimming pool situation so 
not to frighten the new recruits when swimming with bull sharks in the river. Through the Covid-19 
restrictions, he has extended himself to train recruits in Caloundra and the Sandy Straights as well as 
Mooloolaba’s own. Many long hours spent in training others.

Do you want to know about things blowing up? Well, he was only a kid and decided to get 
some ‘stuff’ and see what happens when you light a fire, then throw chemicals into it. He learnt it 

Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 65 Parkyn Parade, 
conducts LROCP courses for Coast Guard Supporters and Members of the Public.

The next 3 week course commences on the 1st of February at 1900hrs.
All Boat Owners who have MF/HF & VHF Radios must have an operating license. 

Unlicensed users can be prosecuted under the 
Radio Communications Act.

FOR DETAILS AND COSTS TELEPHONE 5444 3222

LONG RANGE OPERATORS CERTIFICATE of PROFICIENCY COURSE
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was very impressive! But young Bill then thought if you attach a wick and light it and throw it, it may 
be even better – but sadly the wick was quicker than the genius behind the idea and it exploded in 
his hand blowing off a lot of his left thumb and index finger. The next-door neighbour, while waiting 
for the Ambulance to turn up (as his Mum was out shopping) just held a bowl under his hand so he 
wouldn’t bleed on the lino. Gosh, they bred them tough back then!

When he was 15, he contracted Rheumatic Fever, but they failed to diagnose it and eventually 
he spent 3 months over Christmas in hospital and 5 months missing school recovering at home. 
The casualty list continues, but most recently he had a quadruple heart bypass in 2014 and has the 
scars on his legs and arms to prove it, as you would never guess that this active man is nothing but 
a picture of good health. So before the bypass they had Bill on medication, which included a Nitro-
glycerine spray to “blow” up the arteries – this was the big blow up that has advantaged Bill, the 
first one didn’t do that, although he makes so many jokes about his stumpy fingers that you just 
have to laugh.

In fact, that’s what you mostly do around Bill, you laugh a lot. A very funny man with a big 
personality and he is a huge asset to QF6. Thanks Bill for the fun and also for all the hard work you 
do. I am sure I couldn’t spend my Saturdays at a Bunnings BBQ on my feet for 10 hours – 0700 
hours to 1700 hours, which is his normal roster if his team is on duty and I’m sure they have lots of 
laughs there too. Go well Bill, but please take care of yourself! Sue Clarke, QF6 Chaplain

Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 65 Parkyn Parade, will be conducting the new AWQ course for 
Coast Guard Supporters and Members of the Public.

This is a 3 hour (1830 – 2130) course for VHF radio operations up to 12 NM from shore.
The first course for 2021 is on the 4th of February.

All Boat Owners who have VHF Radios must have an operating license. 
Unlicensed users can be prosecuted under the 

Radio Communications Act.
FOR DETAILS AND COSTS TELEPHONE 5444 3222

Australian Waters Qualification (AWQ) Course

VALe – AL ROBBiNS
I’m sad to report that one of our long time members, 
Albert (Al) Robbins passed away on the 3rd of 
November following a long illness. Al, who had recently 
turned 90, joined QF6 in February 1998 as a boat 
crew member and he was a senior crew member when 
I joined his crew in 2002. Apart from being on boat 
crew, Al was the Assistant Purser for a long time and 
helped at various fundraising events. Al received an 
Association Meritorious Service Award in 2007, the 
National Medal in 2014 and a 20 Year Long Service 
Award in 2018. Al was a valued member of QF6 and 
our thoughts are with his family at this sad time.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6
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DO YOu heAR VOiCeS?
If you are on a vessel in the general proximity to 
Mooloolaba and listening to your radio on VHF 
channel 73, you will regularly hear the voices 
from the radio room at Coast Guard Mooloolaba. 
With a 24/7 coverage, the volunteers log vessels 
out of the harbour and take them off the log as 
they return. Want to know the navigation details 
of the harbour entrance? Or, in season, advice 
on Whale Watch? This information is broadcast 
6 times a day. Boaties need to know the weather 
advice and again it can be heard on Channel 
73 with a reference on Channel 16. Or, if you 
are leaving from the carpark adjacent to the 
Coast Guard building, the information is on the 
building’s weather board. Even more, the weather 
information can be accessed by calling the station 
on 5444 3222.

A higher profile from the Flotilla is the 
activity on the water. With 3 vessels, the large 
Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, the smaller ocean-
going vessel, Rotary III and the inflatable RIB 
Maroochy RSL for river work assists and other 
emergencies that can be handled. The crews on 
all of these vessels are highly-trained volunteers 
and while they may not like it, sometimes are 
available on a roster for callout at any time day or 
night.

The entire Flotilla is staffed by volunteers, 
many of whom are not actively involved in radio 
or on-water activities, but put in a lot of hours 
attending to the administration of Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba.

This is not the only “wake” our Chaplain 
Sue Clarke may be involved in. Sue not only looks 
after the welfare of the members, but also organises the scattering of deceased ashes at sea and 
arranges plaques on our memorial Wall in Penny Lane Park. These services are offered to the public 
by the Flotilla.

Boaters can avail themselves of the benefits of the radio communications by signing up as a 
Marine Assist Supporter ($80 per year from 1st January 2021) and be covered for any assistance out 
to 25 nautical miles for no charge. They can log on and off to the radio room computer on each trip 
and any overdue returns can be checked for potential trouble.

To ensure the supply of voices continues from the Coast Guard Mooloolaba Radio Room, a 
number of new recruits are being trained so that we can maintain our 24/7 operation. If you would 
like to become one of our voices, call 5444 3222 for more information.

Ted Gray, Trainee Radio Operator

TOP: A radio operator checks the log.
CENTRE: Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue assisting a yacht 
with a problem.
ABOVE: The wake from the twin 500 hp diesels pushing 
Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue along.
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MOOLOOLABA TIDES
2020/21
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CommUnItY news

TOP: Radio communications with Mooloolaba Rotary 
Rescue.
ABOVE: Rescue swimmer is lowered to Mooloolaba 
Rotary Rescue.

whiTe SATuRDAY heLiCOPTeR exeRCiSe

Every year the RACQ Life Flight Helicopter 
crews must conduct re-certification training for 
their Search and Rescue Missions. Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba assists them by providing a vessel to 
land their rescue swimmer and stretcher. The QF6 
crews also benefit from this training by learning 
how to work with other Search and Rescue 
organisations. This year, the White Saturday team 
not only provided a crew for our primary rescue 
vessel Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, but also for our 
secondary rescue vessel Rotary III, which was used 
as a photo boat.

The helicopter training involves 2 
procedures by 3 Life Flight crews flying 3 sorties. 
The first exercise is to land a swimmer on the 
back deck of Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, then 
drop a stretcher frame on the deck to simulate 
the retrieval of an injured person. For the next 
exercise the helicopter drops a life raft and then 
recovers both the swimmer and the life raft.

Another valuable training exercise for Life 
Flight and QF6.

Bill Asher, Skipper White Saturday

RIGHT: Kawana Scouts on the 
dock beside Mooloolaba Rotary 

Rescue.

kAwANA SCOuTS 
ViSiT QF6
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ABOVE: Picking up our new life rafts.

New LiFe RAFTS
A new deal has been done with J&N Taylor to 
lease 2 x 6 man life rafts, required as survey 
equipment for our primary rescue vessel 
Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue. This arrangement 
will save QF6 around $500 per life raft every 2 
years.

Our previous life rafts had to be sent 
to Brisbane every 2 years for repacking and 
recertification at a cost of approximately 
$2,000 each and with a turnaround time of 
10-12 days each we were restricted to a 6 man 
crew for about 3 to 4 weeks.

The leased units are swapped over every 
2 years, including EPIRBs and hydrostatic 
releases, saving both time and money.

Bill Asher, QF6

wiN NewS CONTiNueS TO 
SPONSOR QF6
For the past 12 months, WIN News has 
sponsored QF6 by showing our Marine 
Assist adverts during their programs, and 
broadcasting Bill Asher’s Weekend Weather 
and Boating Safety Reports every Friday at the 
end of WIN News. Recently, Brendan O’Dea 
and Scott Berkin came to QF6 to confirm WIN 
News’ Sponsorship of QF6 for the next 12 
months. Commander Ian Hunt and Deputy 
Commander Rod Ashlin then showed Brendan 
and Scott over the vessels. Thanks to WIN 
News for their continued support.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

ABOVE: L-R, Commander Ian Hunt with Brendan O’Dea, 
Scott Berkin and Deputy Commander Rod Ashlin.

hF RADiO TRAiNiNg
Although the use of HF (High Frequency) radios is now virtually 
a thing of the past with literally no one monitoring them, the 
LROCP Radio License requires instruction and a practical test on 
such equipment.

The Coast Guard Queensland State Council provided the 
Sunshine Coast Squadron with 2 brand new HF radios and QF6 
received one.

As we have a radio training set up with VHF and 27MHz 
radios, we were able to incorporate the HF set into the same 
training console. We also use this training console when 
assisting the Water Police with their SAR accreditation training.

Both the VHF and the 27MHz are connected to external 
antennas and can transmit and receive calls, however, the HF 
radio is connected to a dummy load to prevent accidental 
transmissions.

Bill Asher, QF6 Training Officer

ABOVE: Radio training console with 
the HF radio on to, 27 MHz in the 
centre and the VHF radio on the 
bottom.
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ThANkS TO keLLY gReeN CRANeS
When you have a tall radio mast and you need to install 
or repair radio antennas and microwave dishes, you 
need help to get to the equipment safely. For many 
years, Kelly Green Cranes has been supporting Coast 
Guard Mooloolaba by providing a crane, free of charge 
whenever we request it.

To show our appreciation, myself, Radio 
Section Leader, Athol “Johno” Johnston and Radio 
Maintenance Officer, Peter “Pygmy” McAndrew 
presented a plaque to Shawn Borger and David 
Jemesen the Director and General Manager respectively, of Kelly Green and Company. Prior to the 
presentation, David gave us a briefing on the history of cranes on the Sunshine Coast and showed 
us some historical photos, which was very interesting. I invited Shawn and David to come and visit 
QF6 to see our operations and so I hope that we see them in the New Year.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

ABOVE: L-R, Athol Johnston, David Jemesen, 
Shawn Borger, Commander Ian Hunt and Peter 
McAndrew at the plaque presentation.

SuNShiNe COAST wATeR POLiCe - ChRiSTMAS MeSSAge
As our year of living with the global pandemic comes to an end, and the holidays are close upon us, 
the staff at Sunshine Coast Water Police would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe 
and prosperous New Year in 2021.

With this in mind and the waterways about to be flooded with boaties taking advantage of our 
spectacular environment, we would ask skippers to be mindful of the following:
•	 If you are planning on boating a new river or area, please take the time to check online and 

see what information is available. Maritime Safety Queensland https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/ 
and local councils have a number of waterways information packages for the Sunshine Coast.

•	 Now is the time to go over your boating checklist and ensure that safety equipment is in date 
and serviceable. Checking of Flares, EPIRB registration and battery life, condition of lifejackets, 
fire extinguishers and V-sheet should all be done each time you go out on the water.

•	 Get your outboard motor serviced and have a look at your trailer as well, as it’s getting pretty 
warm to be stuck on the side of the road on the way to a dam!

•	 As the skipper please remember .05 is the legal limit for drink driving on the water.
•	 Seasonal Speed limits came into effect on the Noosa River on 1 December, so please watch 

your speed and read the information available at boat ramps and online regarding what you 
can do on our waterways. Look out for the many signs that indicate speed limits around the 
rivers and canals.
Above all, stay safe and try to remember we are all sharing the water and a little consideration 

and thoughtfulness for other waterways users is always appreciated.
Senior Constable Murray Lyons

https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/
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QF6 PROuDLY SuPPORTeD 
BY The SuNShiNe COAST 
COuNCiL’S gRANTS PROgRAM
During a recent SAR and night exercise, we 
realised that our hand held spotlights on 
Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue were significantly 
dimmer than those on the new Water Police 
vessel Norm Watt. We asked SGT Kyle Bates 
to provide us with the details of their spotlights 
and after considering some options, decided 
that we would like to purchase 3 for our rescue 
vessel. A grant application was submitted to 
the Sunshine Coast Council for $1,650 (inc 
GST) to purchase 3 PowaBeam 70W HID 
spotlights. We have now been advised that 
our application has been successful and we are 
now able to order the spotlights.

Thanks to the Sunshine Coast Council 
for approving this grant application and for their 
continuing support of QF6.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

QF6 SuPPORTS STAND uP PADDLeBOARDeRS

Our Gold Saturday crew provided support to the 
Sunshine Coast Stand-Up Paddleboard Club by 
providing safety vessels for their race activities. 
Glenn Pollard skippered Rotary III along with Wayne 
Taylor and Robert Paul who provided an emergency 
evacuation platform if required, while Frank Perrone 
and Denis Breadhauer monitored the paddlers more 
closely in Maroochy RSL. The three-course races 
commenced at 0830h and went off without a hitch 
and concluded at 1000h. QF6 is always willing to 
support our local marine events.

Lee Campbell, Skipper Gold Saturday

LEFT: Maroochy RSL heading for the Bay.
TOP: Maroochy RSL standing by as safety boat.
ABOVE: The view from Rotary III.
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YeLLOw BuOY hAzARD
In early October, we were advised that boaties 
off Mooloolaba had spotted a large yellow buoy, 
which was an obvious hazard to navigation. MSQ 
were advised of its location and we issued regular 
Securite’s to warn of the danger. The buoy was 
spotted by our vessel, but it was considered 
too dangerous to handle and so its position was 
updated. Over the next day or so, it was seen at 
various locations and so nobody knew where it 
would end up. We were advised by SLSQ that the 
yellow buoy was just off the surf line at Mudjimba 
Beach and MSQ were advised. Once the buoy had 
washed ashore, MSQ contracted a commercial dive 
company to remove it.  The buoy had apparently 
been at sea for months and was from most likely one 
of the Pacific islands. Boaties are reminded to always 
maintain a lookout and to report dangerous objects 
to MSQ or a Marine Rescue Service.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

TOP: Buoy adrift just off Mudjimba Beach.
ABOVE: Found but too big to handle.
RIGHT: Washed up on the beach at last.
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The SAgA OF The POiNT CARTwRighT CAMeRA AND RADiO 
iNSTALLATiON

As we go to press, the almost 10 year saga of getting a 
camera and radio on Pt Cartwright is finally drawing to a 
close.

As mentioned in the last edition, the camera, radio and 
antenna installations had all finally been approved by AMSA 
for installation and the installation had commenced.

Our contractor, AMS Group, has now completed the 
installation to the AMSA specifications and our requirements.

The antenna and radio have greatly enhanced our local 
area coverage on our working channel, VHF Ch73, giving 
us coverage out to the northern Barwon Banks, while the 
camera gives us a great all-round view, as you can see in the 
photos of our new screen.

A few minor tweaks remain to complete the fine control 
of the camera from our radio room. It is expected that these 
final touches will be completed by the end of the first week 
in December.

Athol “Johno” Johnston, QF6 Radio Section Leader

ABOVE: QF6 equipment 
cabinet at the Point Cartwright 

Lighthouse.
ABOVE RIGHT: QF6 Radio 
Maintenance members Jon 

Welch (left( and Pygmy 
McAndrew (right).

RIGHT: Camera, antenna and 
microwave dish on top of the 
Point Cartwight Lighthouse.

ABOVE FROM TOP: Caloundra Headland; 
The Blinker; Mooloolah River entrance; 
Mooloolah River; Microwave shot looking 
back to the QF6 tower.
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assIst storIes

MAYDAY SeQueL
In the Spring edition, we told the story of two 
fishermen being rescued 21 nautical miles off 
Mooloolaba when their boat sank on the 23rd 
of August. Would we ever see the boat again? 
Unlikely.

Well, against all odds the boat was 
trawled up in fishing nets, re-floated and 
brought back to Mooloolaba. The photos 
show the boat in quite good condition after its 
ordeal, although we are not sure if the owner 
will try to get it back to a usable state.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

LEFT: Look what the trawler caught!
TOP: Retrieved, but a few repairs needed.
CENTRE: A little the worse for wear but floating again.
ABOVE: Tied up beside the Water Police vessel at 
Mooloolaba.
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ASSiSTiNg FuRY iV
In early October, there was a TV news story about a 
yacht issuing a Mayday after being blown into the 
Tangalooma Wrecks, with those aboard having to 
jump off and swim to the beach. The Water Police 
and Coast Guard Redcliffe both responded and 
the vessel was saved after running onto the sandy 
beach.

On the 4th of October, QF6 received a call 
from the vessel Fury IV, requesting assistance from 
Tangalooma to Mooloolaba. It turned out that Fury 
IV was a Mooloolaba-based ketch and was in fact 
the vessel involved in the Mayday situation the 
day before. Due to flooding during the event, the 
vessel’s engine was inoperative and as the skipper 
was now solo, could not get the vessel back to 
Mooloolaba unaided.

In order to carry out the assist, it was agreed 
between QF3 Coast Guard Redcliffe and QF6 that 
QF3 would tow Fury IV from Tangalooma to Bribie 
Island and our Blue Sunday crew would then take 
over the tow back to Mooloolaba. After towing Fury 
IV for 6 hours, the QF3 rescue vessel rendezvoused 
off Caloundra with Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue 
and the tow was transferred for the final leg to 
Mooloolaba.

It was after dark when Fury IV was finally rafted 
up to Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue for the delicate 
job of getting it into its berth at The Wharf Marina. 
Luckily, Fury IV’s skipper had arranged several 
people to be on the dock to assist getting the 30 
ton, 17.5m ferro-cement ketch into its berth.

Another successful outcome thanks to the 
cooperation between QF6 and QF3 and the skill of 
both crews.

Ian Hunt, Skipper Blue Sunday

TOP: Fury IV aground at Tangalooma.
CENTRE: Under tow by QF3 Redcliffe.
ABOVE: Rafted to Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue and 
ready to dock in Mooloolaba.
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TOP: Rotary III rafts the yacht to 
deeper water.

RIGHT: Preparing to raft the yacht to 
Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue.

ADRiFT iN The DuCk POND
During an assessment for one of our members for 
his Coxswain rating on our 13.8m rescue vessel 
Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, the crew were called 
upon to assist a 12-metre yacht that was dragging 
its anchor and drifting in the free anchorage area, 
threatening to collide with other vessels. As no 
one was on board, permission was sought from 
the owner to board the yacht and aid in its re-
anchoring.

The wind was picking up and gusting to 20 
knots from the North East, which made the task 
of arresting the vessel more difficult. Our smaller 
8.5-metre rescue vessel Rotary III was called in 
to manoeuvre closer to the vessel to stop it from 
hitting other vessels, act as the yacht’s motors and 
to get two of our members on board to raise the 
anchor, which was hampering its manoeuvrability.

After successfully raising the anchor and 
getting the yacht to a position, Mooloolaba 
Rotary Rescue took over from Rotary III as the 
wind was hampering Rotary III’s ability to control 
the vessel. Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue rafted the 
yacht and successfully anchored the yacht in a 
new position away from other vessels. A timely 
exercise that added to the assessment, which was 
successfully completed.

During high wind and stormy conditions, 
it is important that owners of vessels taking up 
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space in this anchorage area check their vessels 
to ensure that they have enough chain or line out 
to compensate for the added stress that these 
conditions will have on anchorages.

Lee Campbell, Skipper Gold Saturday

ABOVE: Preparing to drop the anchor.
RIGHT: Yacht safely re-anchored.

Wishing our valued 
friends, supporters 

& sponsors a
safe and happy 
Festive Season

Merry Christmas
&

Happy New Year
from QF6 Coast 

Guard Mooloolaba
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PREPARE AND BEWARE
wORDS IAN HUNT  |  Commander QF6

An oldie, but a goodie from 5 years ago. With an increase in the number of boats registered in 
Queensland and with the influx of boaties from down south over the holiday period, I thought 
that re-running this story about of some of the traps encountered on our boat ramps, would be 
a good refresher.

It’s a fact that at some time or another all boaties use a boat ramp, but how often do we consider 
the dangers when planning a trip to catch the big one? I have had my own boat since 2000, 
although I had my licence for 25 years before that and had been on many trips with mates around 
South Queensland and the NSW coast around Bateman’s Bay. On planning such trips, we always 
decided which ramp to launch from, but that was about it from the shore-based perspective.

A few years ago, I planned a 2 week trip to Stanage Bay with a mate, who also owned a boat. 
Everything was planned to the finest detail, such as food, accommodation, fuel stops, suggested 
fishing spots etc. Ofter arriving at Stanage Bay, getting settled in and getting the boats ready, off 
we went to the boat ramp. Well, all we could see at the bottom of the ramp was mud – we hadn’t 
counted on 6-metre tides! So, it was back to the house for some re-planning. We had planned our 
trip right when the biggest tidal range was happening at the worst time of the day for going and 
coming back from our fishing expeditions. With our Tide Book at the ready, we then had to calculate 
the times each day when we had to leave by and be back by to have enough water to launch and 
retrieve the boats. That done, we waited until our calculated departure time and off to the ramp we 
go to join the single lane queue of boats waiting to launch.

As it happened the tide was fairly low (see 
photo), with quite a drive down a fairly steep 
ramp, which as you can imagine had quite a bit of 
slime, mud and sand towards the bottom. Slowly 
down we go and then gently hit the brakes – 
woops – we keep going and if you have been in 
this situation, you know it is not a good feeling, 
with images of boat and vehicle drifting off into 
the distance going through your head. Luckily, 
being in 4x4 low range helped and the slide 
stopped before anything too serious happened. 
Forewarned, I was super cautious from then 
on and tried to be using the ramp when the tide was a little higher. The other danger up north is 
crocodiles that are attracted to the ramps when boaties clean and leave fish carcasses near the 
ramp, which is made clear on the Warning Signs. I’ve heard of crocodile sightings getting further 
south, so beware.

We don’t get 6-metre tides around Mooloolaba, but we still get up to a 2-metre range, which 
means that at really low tides we have to use the ramps towards the bottom of the toe planks. So 
what dangers do we have to consider?

Apart from the possibility of a slippery surface for both vehicles and boaties, which could lead 
to a situation like I had at Stanage Bay, the use of engines to drive boats onto trailers means that a 
huge amount of pressure is put onto the rocks placed at the bottom of each ramp to try and resist 

ABOVE: Stanage boat ramp at almost low tide.
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erosion. The use of excessive or prolonged forward power tends to dislodge the rocks and sand, 
leaving a drop off at the end of the concrete, which is a nice trap for your trailer wheels and hard to 
get away from if the ramp is slippery and your vehicle has reduced traction. I have seen quite a few 
trailers stuck at the end of the ramps near QF6 and whilst the Boat Harbour Controllers do their best 
to ensure that the drop-offs are repaired, they can’t be there all the time, so you need to tell them 
if you have a problem like this. It’s not an easy fix, with a truck load of rocks and divers required to 
place the rocks in the best position possible.

Other dangers lurk under the water or under the rubbish that sometimes collects on the 
ramps. Such things as glass bottles, metal bottle caps, wood with protruding nails, spiked palm 
branches and even syringes are just waiting for an unsuspecting bare foot to arrive. Lesson – wear 
shoes and don’t step on mounds of rubbish! 

There are two more safety issues that most boaties would be well aware of, but they still occur 
due to maybe rushing to get in the water or 
inexperience. What are they? Leaving bungs out 
and disconnecting the safety chain or winch strap 
too early. It’s an expensive exercise, with at least 
one boat on the bottom near the Barwon Banks 
with no bungs, or having expensive repairs done 
to your pride and joy as well as having to maybe 
pay for a crane to lift your boat back onto the 
trailer.

Now back to my Stanage Bay story and 
another danger I bet not many have considered. 
Recently at a Mooloolaba ramp near QF6, a 
couple were launching their small boat from a 
box trailer attached to a nearly new Land Rover 
Discovery 4. On launching the boat the male 
occupant headed off to their nearby vessel. The 
lady got back into the 4x4, but somehow went 
backwards down the ramp and before she could 
blink the trailer and vehicle was sinking under the 
water, totally oblivious to her male companion. 
(see attached photos) Whilst a slippery or steep 
ramp was not a factor in this incident, the very 
serious outcome was that once the vehicle went 

ABOVE: The 
aftermath of 

disconnecting 
the winch strap/
safety chain too 

early.
RIGHT: The 

aftermath of 
forgetting to put 

the bungs in.
Both can be 

embarrassing 
and costly 
mistakes.

LEFT: Land Rover submerged.
ABOVE: Recovering the Land Rover.
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under water the lady could not open the electric 
doors and all sort of strange things happened 
like alarms going off, lights coming on and wipers 
operating.  Luckily this lady had left her window 
down and she was able to swim out of the vehicle. 
I shudder to think of the outcome if she had her 
electric window up. So how many of us with vehicles 
with electric doors and windows think about this 
happening to them when using a ramp? I now have 
an Emergency Escape Hammer in my console and 
leave a window down on the ramps, just in case.  
There is something to be said for owning a trusty 60 
Series Landcruiser, like I had at Stanage Bay, but we 
have to upgrade sometime and electric everything 
is hard to get away from. The very wet, nearly new 
Disco 4 was recovered, but I believe is a write-off. 
The good news is that after getting assistance at 
QF6, the lady has hopefully recovered from her 
ordeal.

Hopefully, I have highlighted a few extra 
things for you all to consider when planning your 
next journey on the water. I have certainly learnt a 
few lessons that will stay with me for the rest of my 
boating days.

ABOVE RIGHT: Dumping fish, fish frames and bait 
around boat ramps may attract unwelcome visitors.

RIGHT:  Be aware that crocodiles have possibly been 
sighted in local waterways.
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In the Autumn 2020 edition, I revisited VHF radio coverage, explaining the limitations and 
installation issues. The good news, as you will read elsewhere in this edition, is that our new working 
channel VHF Channel 73 is now operational on the Point Cartwright Lighthouse tower. This has 
been a near 10-year project, with AMSA approval for the installation received in the last 12 months, 
allowing our Contractor (AMS) to design and install the radio and the camera system, including the 
microwave connection to QF6. We are now talking to vessels at the northern end of the Barwon 
Banks, which is a great improvement, meaning that we will get a similar range to vessels a similar 
radius from Mooloolaba (approximately 25 to 30 nautical miles). Of course, this distance could 
reduce or improve subject to weather conditions, but it will still be an improvement to what we had 
before.

Whilst this 
increased coverage 
is fantastic, boaties 
should be aware 
that there are other 
Flotillas in our 
region that monitor 
various different 
channels, which may 
provide improved 
transmission and 
reception depending on your location. See the table above for the list of channels monitored by the 
Sunshine Coast Flotillas. For those who operate south into Moreton Bay and off Moreton Island, be 
aware that a VHF Channel 20 repeater has been installed near Tangalooma to improve coverage 
around that area and is monitored by Coast Guard Redcliffe QF3.

THE GOOD AND THE BAD 
NEWS ABOUT MARINE 
VHF RADIO COVERAGE
wORDS IAN HUNT  |  Commander, QF6
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To refresh your 
memories, so you can 
calculate what distance 
you should be able to 
reliably communicate 
to, there is a formula to work out how far a VHF radio can communicate depending on its antenna 
height. The formula for distance to the horizon in nautical miles is 1.225 x square root of the antenna 
height in feet. So for simplicity, let’s say our QF6 VHF Channel 73 antenna is 49 feet above sea level, 
which means its distance to the horizon is 1.225 x 7 = 8.58 nautical miles. Now, let’s say an average 
small boat antenna is 9 feet above the surface, which means it can see 1.225 x 3 = 3.675 nautical 
miles. Add the two distances together and we can see the total reliable range is 8.58 + 3.675 = 
12.255 nautical miles. Simples.

Now to the bad news. There are still boaties complaining about poor or no communications 
with us, especially close to Pt Cartwright or in the river. Recent testing with our vessels has not been 
able to replicate this problem. Whilst it is possible that in some exact position there is shielding 
of the signal, it may also be due to the vessel’s radio installation. One possible reason is that you 
get what you pay for, as most boaties probably go for the cheapest option in radios, cables and 
antennas. As a rescue service, we need reliable communications. When refurbishing Mooloolaba 
Rotary Rescue this year, we installed top-quality antennas with low-loss cabling, as well as new 
high-quality radios. You can buy a VHF radio for $200 or pay $600 dollars for one, but apart from 
the extra features of the more expensive radio, check out the performance specifications such as 
sensitivity and noise rejection and you will find that the cheaper radios are not as good. For short 
distances from the radio to antenna the provided cable is OK, but for longer distances, consider 
replacing it with low-loss cable. Look up the coaxial cable loss specifications to compare the losses 
and you will see that you can lose quite a bit of power and received signal for every extra metre of 
cable you use – obviously less with the better cable.

Another important consideration is your antenna radiation pattern, which is dependent on the 
gain of the antenna on your boat. Similar 
to UHF CB radios, the higher the gain the 
radiated energy is concentrated lower, but 
this means the radiation pattern will move 
up and down rapidly as your boat moves 
on the swells/sea, resulting in intermittent 
communications. See the diagram which 
explains this issue. For a yacht or boat that 
pitches a lot, you probably would not want 
a 9dbi antenna, but should consider a 3dbi 
or a 6dbi for more reliable communications 
(see the attached diagram). Note though, 
that more gain gives a stronger signal at 
the edge of the radiation pattern, but you 
cannot beat the line of sight physics.

I’ve mentioned before that it might 
look cool to have your antennas leaning 
over as you zoom along, but consider the 
diagram showing the affect this has on your 
radiation pattern and communications. It 
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may be OK for talking to the moon, but not 
much else. Ever wondered why you got better 
communications going to than from? Maybe 
your antenna angle is the issue. Mount your 
antennas straight up and you should get better 
all-round communications. I still see some of 
our local commercial operators with antennas 
leaning back, so hopefully they will read this 
article.

Of course good communications also 
relies on your radio equipment operating 
properly, so a review of things to check follows:

Check your antennas and cables for 
damage;

Check connectors for tightness and lack 
of corrosion;

If you can, check that your radio is 
putting out the maximum legal power of 25 
Watts. On that point, check that you have not 
inadvertently set your VHF to the Low Power 
mode of 1W, which is generally used for short 
distance communications in a harbour for 
instance, to reduce traffic clutter.

The other culprit might be your Squelch 
setting, which is designed to reduce received 
noise. However, if this setting is too high, it will 
also cut out weak signals from a distant station. 
Always adjust your Squelch to the point just 
past when the noise stops being heard. Don’t leave it on the setting in harbour and forget it, as the 
in-harbour setting might be higher due to more interference. 

If you get reports that your transmissions are noisy, or if your received signals are noisy, you 
may be getting interference through your vessel’s power system, so try installing a power filter which 
you can get from various electronics stores. 

If you’ve done all these things and still can’t communicate to a shore station, try an “All 
Stations” broadcast, giving all vessels that might be close to you the information about your vessel, 
location and problem and request that your information be relayed to the appropriate Coast Guard 
or VMR Base. The best channel to use for this is VHF 16, as this is the Emergency and initial Calling 
Channel, which all vessels should be monitoring at sea. Please do this as this channel has the best 
coverage due to various Repeaters along the coast and so we can use this channel to reach you if 
we have to.

Maybe doing a Radio Operator’s course would be a good idea if you have not done one 
– it is a legal requirement to operate a marine VHF radio. QF6 runs both the Australian waters 
Qualification (AWQ) (VHF only out to 12 nautical miles) and the Long Range Operator’s Certificate of 
Proficiency (LROCP) (VHF and MF/HF world-wide) and the adverts for these courses is in this edition. 
If you are a QF6 Marine Assist Supporter, you receive a discount for these and First Aid and CPR 
courses, so go to www.coastguard.com.au and follow the Marine Assist prompts to join up and 
support QF6.

TOP: Antenna connection corrosion.
ABOVE: Damaged coaxial cable.

http://www.coastguard.com.au
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Prior to 1797 ships of the East India Company bound from India to Port Jackson avoided Torres 
Strait with its many unchartered reefs and sailed down the West coast of Australia, across to the tip 
of Van Diemen’s Land and then sailed North for Sydney.

One of these vessels, the Sydney Cove, sailed at the end of 1796 under the command of 
Captain Hamilton. Shortly after leaving India, she developed a leak, but as the crew included a large 
number of Lascars (seamen of south east Asian origin), the Captain decided to continue and kept 
her afloat by pumping. All went well until off the south west coast of Van Diemen’s Land, which has 
a reputation for being one of the roughest seas in the world. She struck a heavy gale and high seas, 
which strained the vessel and the leaks increased as she went wallowing up the East coast with all 
hands at the pumps still hoping to make Port Jackson.

By the time she reached the Furneaux Group her decks were awash and the Captain decided 
to beach her.  This he did on a little island between Clarke and Lady Barron Islands at the Western 
edge of the passage (bottom of Flinders 
Island). He named it Preservation Island. Clarke 
Island received its name from Clarke who was 
the vessel’s supercargo.

She took the ground on 8th Feb 1797. A 
camp was made on Preservation Island and work 
began to salvage the cargo which included a 
large quantity of Bengal rum. No vessels visited 
these unexplored Islands, so after consultation 
it was agreed the Mate, Hugh Thompson, 
Supercargo William Clark, the Carpenter, two 
European seamen and twelve Lascars would 
leave in the Longboat for Port Jackson. On 
arrival, they were to report the loss of the Sydney 
Cove and secure relief for the survivors.

The party set out, but they also struck 
trouble and were thrown up on the Eastern 
end of Ninety Mile Beach on the coast of New 
Holland. All hands got ashore safely but the 
boat was beyond repair.

These men were now in a worse plight 
than those on Preservation Island. They had no 
food, no weapons except an old pistol and a 
couple of dirks. Their only hope was in trying to 
reach Sydney overland. This would have been 
an enormous undertaking for a well-equipped 
party, but the determination of men to travel 
hundreds of miles over country on which no 

1797: a desperate 
walk to safety
wORDS ROD ASHLIN  |  Deputy Commander, QF6

TOP: There are no illustrations of the Sydney Cove, but it 
resembled the Calcutta-built Marquis Cornwallis.
(Photo: State Library Of NSW).
ABOVE: Location of the Sydney Cove wreck site.
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white foot had touched, unarmed and without 
provisions, was heroic. They were not suitably shod 
or clothed, streams and rivers had to be crossed 
and forests and mountains overcome on the 
journey. The voyagers have left no account of their 
struggles, but it is assumed they never wandered 
far from the coast. We do know that some of the 
natives were friendly and others hostile.

As the days mounted and the strain 
increased, the men dropped one by one until sixty 
two days after the Sydney Cove had been beached, 
William Clark, one sailor and a Lascar came out on the coast at 
Port Hacking and were taken off by a fishing boat. The Mate and 
the Carpenter had given up the day before Clark reached the 
coast. Though Governor Hunter dispatched a boat with a search 
party the men were never found. It was thought they might have 
been murdered by hostile natives. Two skeletons were later found.

It was William Clark who reported the outcrop of coal at 
the spot now named Coalcliff. Governor Hunter sent George 
Bass to examine the coal and he found the skeletons. The 
Governor lost no time in dispatching relief to the castaways 
on Preservation Island. As there were no suitable craft at 
his command, he had a small ship’s boat decked over and 
prepared. This little vessel named the Eliza reached the wreck 
and with twelve of the survivors sailed for Sydney. She was 
never heard of again.

Another small vessel called Francis picked up twenty-
five more castaways and landed them safely in Sydney. With 
Mathew Flinders in command, she then returned and rescued 
the remaining six Lascars.

The loss of the Sydney Cove lead to the discovery of Bass 
Strait and the rich harvest of seals and sea elephants awaiting 
the ruthless hand of man. Although they lived around the 
islands in countless numbers, they were exterminated within 
thirty-five years.

TOP LEFT: The long walk from the 
wreck site.
TOP RIGHT: Memorial plaque.
ABOVE CENTRE: Marine 
archaeologists diving on the wreck of 
the Sydney Cove.
ABOVE: A diver with one of the bottles 
of beer retrieved from the wreck.
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After retiring in Cairns in 2008, I had a couple of overseas trips with my wife Elaine, then bought 
a caravan and drove 20,000Kms around Queensland and NSW. I had been a Coast Guard Cairns 
member since 2002 and when we decided to come down to the Sunshine Coast, I transferred to 
QF6 Mooloolaba.

In 2011, we bought a house on a big block at Nambour with a big shed in the back and now 
I looked for a project to keep me busy between crew weeks. On a visit to Elaine’s sister’s place in 
Beenleigh in 2012, I was shown an old 1962 Ford “Compact” Fairlane at the neighbour’s place. As I 
was a Ford enthusiast and could see the possibilities in doing up this partially restored classic, I made 
old mate an offer, threw another thousand in and then arranged to pick it up the following week.

The car had been bush-bashed for 
several years and old mate had bought it in 
1996 and started repairs. He was a Kiwi panel 
beater, so managed to cut out a lot of rust and 
resprayed the whole car in its original two tone 
of Starlight Blue with a Merino White Roof. 
Unfortunately, he used 2 pack and did not use 
a booth, so there was are lot of orange peel 
effect. Disappointed, he then left the car, with 
all the trim off, and windows out in an open 
carport for 14 years.

The 1962 Fairlane was a totally new 
car built by Ford. Bigger than a Falcon but 
smaller than a Galaxy, it used a new Small 
Block V8 of 221 cubic inches producing 145 
bhp. Ford Australia began importing the right 
hand drive version from Ford Canada in kit 
form and assembled them in their Homebush 
NSW factory. The 221 cubic inch motor was 
the same capacity as the original side valve 
V8 built by Ford in 1932, but with thin wall 
casting it was 100lbs lighter and nearly twice as 
powerful. They had a new model in 1963 with a 
260 cubic inch motor and another in 1964 with 
a 289 cubic inch engine. They out sold both Chevrolet, Studebaker and Rambler. In 1962, a new 
Falcon cost £1,100 ($2,200), a new Fairlane cost £2,200 ($4,400), but if you wanted a V8, it had to 
be American iron.

The project Fairlane had been purchased new in February 1963 and the original rego was 
NQA592 and had been sold twice since. I hired a tandem car trailer and brought it home to 
Nambour, attaching the front bumper and some other trim before leaving and put it in my shed. The 

TOP: The Fairlane on the trailer at Beenleigh. 
ABOVE: In Bill’s driveway in Nambour.

THE RESTORATION TALE 
OF A '63 FAIRLANE ...
wORDS BILL ASHER  |  Skipper, QF6
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plan was to start to work on the mechanics 
and the body over a couple of years, join the 
Fairlane Car Club and do a few “show and 
shines”. The engine had not run for over 12 
years, the brakes were shot, the fuel tank full of 
sludge and the upholstery destroyed.

Within 9 months, I had the car 
roadworthy, registered and was driving to 
Coast Guard 3 times a week. I joined the 
Fairlane Compact Car Club, but as it was 
based in Melbourne I did not go to any events. 
I had discovered that the engine had been 
replaced in 1980 with a 1962 260 cubic inch 
V8, which was just a 221 cubic inch bored out 
to 3.8 inches. In 1963, Ford recast the motor 
and the following year bored it out again to 
4.0 inches and it became the 289 with 195bhp. 
By 1968, the Windsor 302 was stroked to 3.0 
inches with a 4-inch bore, producing 220bhp 
and is still in manufacture in Mexico today.

When we moved to the Sippy Downs 
retirement village in 2019, there was no room 
for the Fairlane and the sound of the bent 8, 
through 2 x 3” pipes was not acceptable to the 
residents, so sadly it had to go to a new home.

TOP RIGHT: 260 V8 Windsor engine 
and repainted rocker cover.

RIGHT & BELOW: Restored, registered 
and back on the road.
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LIVING IN THE UK WITH 
BREXIT AND COVID
wORDS RICHARD CHOROSZEWSKI  |  Editor-at-Large, QF6

As I write this, I’ve realised that it’s exactly one year since having to drop everything and return to the UK. As you 
enter your southern hemisphere Summer, spare a thought for a fellow Coast Guard colleague, struggling with 
the severe, wet, windy, cold and generally miserable weather we’re experiencing ‘up North’.

On the Covid-19 front a lot has changed. I’ve met a handful of people that have tested positive with the 
disease that continues to dominate our lives here in the UK. Maybe my stiff upper lip attitude to this malady 
might otherwise change, but for now, I stubbornly stick to my main concern that our politicians and health 
services are only able to focus on this one issue to the exclusion of all other considerations. In addition, the 
economy and our attention to the continuing Brexit issue is almost non-existent. I am fortunate in that locating 
my freight forwarding business in Cornwall 30 years ago has paid additional dividends, as along with the Isle 
of Wight and the Isles of Scilly (UK equivalent of the Whitsunday Islands - without the nice weather) next door, 
our areas are deemed to be Tier 1, while the rest of the UK (99%) has been classed as Tier 2 or 3 with increasing 
levels of lockdown. By the time you read this, the vaccines that are being developed will begin distribution. Let’s 
hope the roll out works and that vaccination is as successful as the politicians and media are hoping for.

Also, by the time you read this, Brexit should be done and dusted. As I write this, we are 4 weeks away 
from our exit from the European Union. We are being bombarded by media announcements to ‘prepare for the 
changes’, but amazingly and to the shame of politicians both in the UK and in the EU, we are still not exactly sure 
what to prepare for as negotiations are going down to the wire. The ‘Deal or no deal’ expression is common to 
everyone in these dying days of our membership of this trading and geo-political block. Many on both sides are 
beginning to realise how much damage a ‘no deal’ could be, so there is still a lot of optimism that a deal will be 
cobbled together at the last possible moment.

Unfortunately, in my line of work of freight and logistics, the situation is now chaotic. Companies have tried 
to stock up prior to the deadline, but too little too late. Cargo is piling up at our ports and nearing grid lock. 
This means that vessels destined for the UK are switching to discharging their cargo in ports such as Rotterdam 
and Antwerp, adding to the problem. Foreign hauliers are sensibly stopping coming to the UK until it becomes 
clearer how the lorry park called Kent will pan out. Our clients are screaming at us to get their cargo shipped 
and also screaming at the huge increases in costs. The government has not helped by adding to the volumes 
by ordering literally thousands of containers for stockpiling of PPE and other health supplies. Right now, they’ve 
brought 10,000 containers into Felixstowe and there are some 4,000 left stuck at these docks waiting for the log 
jam to clear. Unlikely as we approach the Xmas rush 
and the race to beat the Brexit deadline. Eventually, the 
UK will muddle through, as we always do, but I suspect 
that Ian will be asking me to write an article about how 
we survived all of this for the next quarter’s Rescue 
magazine before the problems begin to subside.

Some of my crew and radio room buddies have 
been asking when I plan on returning. The 3 main 
hurdles for me are to get our business through Brexit in 
one piece, then put Covid behind us, and finally reach 
the point where international air travel returns to near 
normal. My colleagues here have got used to having me 
around and are likely not to want to let me go too easily, 
but I regard Australia as my home now and am keen to 
get back as soon as possible.

ABOVE: Maps of the UK showing the lockdown tiers 
introduced in December.
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EXPENSIVE SHOES
wORDS PETE THE PURSER  |  QF6

It’s September and we had not been away in the caravan for quite a while. Withdrawal was setting 
in! We had a chin wag with a couple of friends and decided we would take a couple of weeks off 
and head to Longreach. Why? Because we could!

So, early September we headed off from Mountain Creek via Monto and Emerald to our 
destination. Stayed a night in both small towns and it was really great. Local pubs were excellent 
and the water tower art in Monto is very clever. Emerald Van Park featured entertainment during 
Happy Hour from Errol Gray. He recited some great outback poetry and sang some really good 
Aussie flavoured songs. He claimed is real stage name was “Earl Grey” and provided tasty 
entertainment. Fish and Chips that night at the van park kitchen were cheap and absolutely 
delicious.

Arrived at Longreach after 3 easy day days cruising. Logged into the van park and asked for 
a table at their quite attractive looking restaurant. “Sorry Sir it’s closed!!” was the stern response. 
“Why?” we asked. “No Covid-19 out here!!” “That’s right,” said the long-suffering receptionist. 
“Nearest case was a Fly in Fly out bloke (1) in Emerald – the Government closed the whole 
place down here. All the staff left and now no one wants to work out here as Job Keeper is more 
valuable!!”

Ah that’s the way the wind blows and it sure was blowing all day every day at Longreach. I 
decided I would contribute to the recovery of the town’s economy and went looking for a new pair 
of walking shoes, as my current pair were “on their last legs” (pardon the pun)! Found a nice air-
conditioned shop and a wonderful sales lady who found me a great pair of shoes – for only $135!! 
What the hell, why not. So now those shoes adorn the “legs” and are most comfortable and effective.

Spent a day at the Qantas Founder’s 
Museum (right). Did the full tour – just 
wonderful. The tour host was a gem and it was 
really interesting and certainly worth the trip. 
We had planned to stay a while, but due to 
the restrictions (imposed by you know who), 
the Stockman’s Hall of Fame was booked out a 
month in advance and the Thomson River Cruise 
and Bush Tucker tour 2 months in advance, as 
they were only allowed to run at half capacity. All 
with no Covid-19 in the place.

So we cut short our stay and headed back after only 3 days. Probably the most remarkable event 
of that time was when I was doing the “empty the cassette please Pete” duty and showing my travel 
buddy the way, as he had not done so before. Then I hear this lilting gentle female voice utter the 
stunned words, “What the hell are you doing, Mr. Purser?” Lo and behold there was Joanne Wallis 
from QF6 Mooloolaba. Wow! Had a great chat with the Wallis’s whose van was just across the way 
from us and neither of us knew? They were shortly heading off further North. A delightful catch up.

Then we upped stumps and wandered home via all sorts of small towns, pubs and van 
parks with some free camping as well. A great trip; Longreach is well worth the visit. Thanks Keith 
Edwards, who kindly sat in the Purser’s chair whilst I was away – onya mate. Oh and the total bill for 
the trip? $1,900. Not bad for a nice pair of new walking shoes – cheap at half the price!!!
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QF6’s Marine Rescue Services
Each year, Coast Guard Mooloolaba’s volunteers respond 
to numerous calls for assistance at sea. These calls 
include EPIRB and Mayday activations, search and rescue 
operations, medical evacuations, assisting sinking and 
grounded vessels, towing disabled vessels and escorting 
vessels into Mooloolaba Harbour. 
Rescue Vessels & Areas of Operation
We operate three fully equipped rescue vessels  to cover 
inshore and offshore operational areas including local rivers 
and generally providing assistance up to 25nm from Point 
Cartwright.
Rescue Boat Crew
This is the “coal face” of our operations. If you’ve ever had 
to call for assistance, these are the people you’re glad to 
see. Rescue boat operations include deck hand duties, 
radio operations, navigation, helmsman duties and Search 
and Rescue operations.

Like all activities requiring training, you start at 
the bottom as a trainee and progress through the ratings 
starting as a Competent Crewman or woman. The sky’s 
the limit from there, and with commitment and ongoing 
training, you can achieve coxswain rating, skippering 
rescue vessels.

Whatever the rating, our volunteers train 
continuously to obtain and maintain a high standard of 
competency, both on and off the water, day and night, in 
all areas of operation.
Radio Communications
This is our “bread and butter” operation; it’s what we do 

7 days a week, 365 days a year. A team of volunteer base 
radio operators maintain a “listening watch” on marine 
radio frequencies 24 hours a day. If a boatie calls for help, 
the radio operators are usually the first point of contact. 
Radio coverage extends to VHF, 27 MHz and phone. 
Fundraising Activities
This is the “lifeblood” of our operation for, without funds, 
we could not continue to provide our rescue service to 
local boaties.

We receive very little government funding - only 
$24,000 per year. The rest of our operating budget 
is earned through fundraising and donations, so the 
Fundraising Team is a vitally important part of our 
operations. Fundraising activities including selling raffle 
tickets at Cotton Tree and Fisherman’s Road markets, as 
well as other approved locations, BBQs selling sausage 
sandwiches and drinks at Bunnings Maroochydore and 
other opportunities for fundraising that arise. It’s often said 
that “many hands make light work” and this is especially so 
of fundraising.
Administration
These people are the “backbone” of our team, for 
without their leadership, guidance and support, the rest 
of the organisation would find it difficult to operate. 
Administration roles include general administration, 
operations, financial management, training, data entry, 
stores and provisioning, repairs and maintenance, 
Workplace Health and Safety, media relations and flotilla 
publications ... the list is not quite endless, but there are 
plenty of tasks for which volunteers are always required.

The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard is a voluntary organisation committed to saving lives at 
sea by providing emergency assistance to vessels in need.

Regular Membership
QF6 Coast Guard Mooloolaba

“Join the Team”

Are you looking for a new challenge? would 
you like to help your community? would you 
like to learn new skills? Do you have spare 
time? if the answer is YeS, Coast guard 
Mooloolaba needs YOu!

Being part of a team that saves lives at sea 
gives our volunteers an immense amount of 
satisfaction and a real sense of achievement. If 
you would like to be part of the Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba team, call 5444 3222 or visit our 
Base at 65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba.
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The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard is a voluntary 
organisation providing emergency and other 
assistance to vessels in need. In order to maintain 
our vessels and to continue providing this service, 
it is necessary for our organisation to raise the 
required funds by conducting fundraising events in 
the community.

Coast Guard Mooloolaba operates three fully 
equipped rescue vessels. Our Aim is to promote 
safety in the operation of small craft in Mooloolaba 
and surrounding areas by guarding our coastline 
in the most effective way, initially by education, 
example and examination and finally by search and 
rescue.

Each year, Coast Guard Mooloolaba 
volunteers make numerous rescues, including 
assisting sinking vessels, vessels that have run 
aground, towing broken down vessels and escorting 
vessels into Mooloolaba Harbour. For an annual fee 
of $80.00, $55.00 for a second vessel and $30.00 for 
a third vessel (all fees include GST), a Coast Guard 
Marine Assist Subscription will give you peace of 

mind for not only yourself, but also for your family. 
Becoming a Coast Guard Marine Assist subscriber 
entitles you to the following benefits:
•		A	call	sign	(MBA	number)	identifying	you	as	a
  Mooloolaba-based member’s vessel
•		Subscription	benefits	details	and	a	Supporter	

sticker for your vessel
•		Recorded	details	of	boat/trailer/home	contacts
•		Radio	coverage	from	all	Coast	Guard	radio	bases	

around Australia
•		Support,	rescue	and	assistance,	training	and	

information on a wide range of topics
•		Opportunities	to	attend	discounted	LROCP,	AWQ,	

First Aid and CPR courses
•		Reciprocal	membership	with	all	other	Queensland	

Coast Guard Flotillas
•		FREE	assistance	within	25nm	of	Point	Cartwright	

or from any other Queensland Flotilla
We look forward to your valued subscription.  

Please contact the Base on 5444 3222 for more 
information on how to become a supporter.





To apply to become a Volunteer Member of QF6 Coast 
Guard Mooloolaba, complete the enquiry form below and 
post to Coast Guard Mooloolaba (Attention: Commander), 
65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba Qld 4557 or drop it in to the 
Base at Parkyn Parade.
Name:  ______________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________

__________________________ P/Code:  __________________

Telephone:  __________________________________________

Email:  _______________________________________________

There are two options to become a QF6 Supporter:
1.  Got to the following website - https://coastguard.
com.au/marine-assist/ - and complete the form. OR
2.  Come to QF6 headquarters to fill in the required 
on-line form.

Upon completing your form, you will receive 
your call sign (MBA number) and Supporter package in 
the mail.

For Volunteer Membership applications, upon 
returning the application form, you will be contacted 
to arrange a time for an interview, after which your 
application will be processed.

We look forward to welcoming new 
Volunteer Members and Coast Guard Supporters 
to QF6 and hope it will be the start of a long and 
mutually satisfying association with a fully volunteer 
organisation providing a vital service supporting the 
boating public using our local waterways.

Please send me an enquiry form
for volunteer membership

Coast Guard … Join the Team

MARINE ASSIST SUBSCRIPTION
QF6 Coast Guard Mooloolaba

BECOME A COAST GUARD VOLUNTEER OR SUPPORTER

We need your support today ... you may need ours tomorrow
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QF21 SANDY 
STRAIT•

QF17 TIN CAN BAY
•

QF5 NOOSA •

QF6 MOOLOOLABA •

QF4 CALOUNDRA •

QF21 SANDY STRAiT
Base: Phone 07 4129 8141  |  Fax 07 4129 8907
Email: operations.qf21@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 341, Maryborough, QLD 4650
Location: 126 Eckert Rd, Boonooroo
Hours of Operation: 0700 - 1800 daily  |  1800 - 0700 Duty Skipper on call
Radio Call Sign: VMR421 or Coast Guard Sandy Strait
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 80, 82  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: Great Sandy Strait south to Kauri Creek and north to McKenzie’s Jetty; 
Mary River up to the Barrage

QF17 TiN CAN BAY
Base: Phone - 07 5486 4290  |  Fax - 07 5486 4568  |  Mob - 0419 798 651
Email: operations.qf17@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 35, Tin Can Bay, QLD 4580
Location: In the boat ramp car park, Norman Point at 25° 54’ S / 153° 00’ E
Hours of Operation: 0600 - 1800 daily
Radio Call Sign: VMR417 or Coast Guard Tin Can Bay
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 67, 80, 82  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: Tin Can Inlet & adjacent creeks; Great Sandy Strait north to S38; 
Offshore waters north to Indian Head, south to Double Island Point & 50nm to seaward

QF5 NOOSA
Base: Phone - 07 5474 3695  |  Emergencies - 07 5449 7670
Email: fao.qf5@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 274, Tewantin, QLD 4565 
Location: Russell St, Munna Point in the Noosa River Caravan Park
Hours of Operation: 24/7  |  365 days
Radio Call Sign: VMR405 or Coast Guard Noosa
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 22, 80  |  27MHz 88, 91
Operational Area: The entire Noosa River and its lakes; Offshore waters north to Double 
Island Point, south to Point Arkwright & 50nm to seaward

QF6 MOOLOOLABA
Base: Phone - 07 5444 3222
Email: qf6@coastguard.com.au
Post: 65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba, QLD 4557
Location: In the boat ramp carpark, 65 Parkyn Parade at 26° 41.1’ S / 153° 07.6’ E
Hours of Operation: 365 days 0600 - 2200  |  2200 - 0600 Night watch (CH 16)
Administration Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 0800 - 1200
Radio Call Sign: VMR406 or Coast Guard Mooloolaba
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 21, 22, 67, 73, 80, 81  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: North to Point Arkwright, south to Point Cartwright & 50nm to seaward

QF4 CALOuNDRA
Base: Phone 07 5491 3533  |  Fax 07 5491 7516
Email: operations.qf4@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 150, Caloundra, QLD 4551
Location: Tripcony Lane, Caloundra off Maloja Avenue
Hours of Operation: Weekdays 0530 - 1200  |  Weekends/Public Holidays 0530-1700
Radio Call Sign: VMR404 or Coast Guard Caloundra
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 73  |  27MHz 88, 91
Operational Area: Offshore waters north to Point Cartwright, south to approximately 
halfway down Bribie Island & 40nm to seaward

SUNSHINE COAST
FLOTILLA CONTACTS
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