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Commander’s Call

with Ian Hunt - Commander

Welcome to the Spring edition of the Mooloolaba Rescue magazine. Our Editor, Richard, is still 
stuck in the UK – so I have again had the pleasure of chasing up articles and being the Acting Editor. 
There are again some great articles in this edition, so thanks to all the contributors. 

Well, here we are in September and still under Covid-19 restrictions. After having a Flotilla 
Meeting in August with a restriction of 50 attendees, we thought we were heading back towards 
normal, however, with cases increasing and our meeting limits now at 30, we are back to no 
meetings again until the restrictions ease. This, of course, is a minor issue compared to how 
businesses and personal lives are being affected and we hope that by following the rules we can 
again head back towards normality soon. QF6 is still maintaining normal crew weekends and radio 
shifts, with social distancing and hygiene rules being followed. Our fundraising is still on hold, apart 
from one Bunnings BBQ in August, however, due to the number of organizations wanting to do 
BBQs, it may have been our last one for the year. Recent incidents and publicity have meant that 
many boaties have seen the value of becoming a Marine Assist Supporter, with nearly 300 joining 
in the last 3 months. This has really helped to offset our downturn in fundraising income and so we 
hope more boaties “see the light”. It is so easy to join now through the www.coastguard.com.au 
website, we hope that more will do so. The Sunshine Coast Council also assists us with a $15,000 
annual donation towards our fuel costs, which we greatly appreciate.

A lot has happened on the project side at QF6 over the last three months, including 
the refurbishment of Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, repairs to both Rotary III and Maroochy RSL, 
completion of our digital security camera and recorder installation, commencement of the PTZ 
camera and VHF Channel 73 radio on the Point Cartwright lighthouse and approval by TMR for the 
installation of the roof over our boatshed deck. You will find the stories on some of these projects 
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in this edition. Our training program has now resumed, albeit with number restrictions in place. We 
have scheduled First Aid, CPR and LROCP and AWQ radio courses over the next four months, which 
are open to the public, so if you are interested in any of these courses, please ring our duty radio 
operator on 5444 3222 for further details.

QF6 has also been very busy on the operations side as well, with the Assist numbers remaining 
steady over the period. Again, flat batteries and fuel issues were the main reasons, so a reminder to 
boaties to pay these areas more attention. We were involved in a number of SAR events, including 
the search for the US sailor who fell overboard from his yacht when approaching Mooloolaba and 
more recently the successful Search and Rescue of the two fishermen whose boat sank 21 nautical 
miles off Mooloolaba, which gained lots of media attention. Similar to last year’s event when the 
boat sank at Caloundra 9 mile, our radio operator heard and responded to the call, enabling the 
search to get underway quickly and to at least give the two fishermen hope that their brief call had 
been heard. Apart from their radio call, having and wearing lifejackets and having an EPIRB was 
what most likely saved their lives. I addition, they had just joined as Marine Assist Supporters and 
had logged on before they departed Mooloolaba, so we knew how many we were looking for when 
we arrived at the scene. A lesson for all.

We held our first Recruit Night since February in July, with 15 new members joining us at the 
August meeting. We hope to have another one in October, so if you are interested in joining us, 
please ring the Radio Room and give the radio operator your details. We are currently short of Radio 
Operators and so will be trying to get those interested in becoming one, into the system quicker, 
by having direct interviews rather than waiting for the Recruit Night. If you want to help in this way, 
please call 5444 3222 or send an email to operations.qf6@coastguard.com.au.

Bill Asher continues to provide his Boating Safety Report on WIN News every Friday at around 
6.30PM and I still do the weekly Boating and Weather Report on FM104.9 at 4.30PM every Friday. 
Thanks to WIN News and FM 104.9 for their continued support of both us and the local boating 
community. Helen Browne continues to take a morning video of the Mooloolah River entrance 
as a further aid to boaties who might be thinking of heading out for the day and we include the 
daily Marine forecast with each video, which are posted on our Facebook page – Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba QF6, so check it out each morning around 0630, Like our Page and check out the 
videos and other information that we put up on the page.

We were advised in July that the Blue Water Review has been put on hold until the end of the 
year and so we await the way ahead after the election or early next year. Again, thanks to all those 
organisations, businesses, supporters and members of the public who continue to support us and 
we hope that you will soon be able to help us more by buying a raffle ticket or a sausage.

Until next time – safe boating and please remember “If in doubt, don’t go out”.
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From the dFC

with Rod Ashlin - Deputy Commander

Our primary vessel Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue is now well and truly back in action following its 
major refit, which took place during May and June. Our decision to bring this refit forward by two 
months in order to have it offline when fewer large vessels were in transit due to Covid-19 has been 
vindicated and we were able to handle all calls for assistance with our secondary vessel Rotary III 
during the period. Whilst it took a little longer than anticipated, it was done on budget and a great 
job was done by Ashby Boat Builders and Suncoast Marine Electrical with the major jobs being a 
complete repaint and installation of a new electronics package. Our thanks to those companies and 
to all local businesses which give great support to our organisation.

With our main boat back online we did a major service on Rotary III and relaced the gearbox 
drive shaft on the port motor due to deterioration of the spline drive. Our third vessel Maroochy 
RSL was then taken to Brisbane to have the inflatable sections re-fastened to the aluminium 
bottom section. These RIB vessels have some good features being light and stable, but they have 
a weakness in the way the inflatable sections are fastened and anyone who owns one that is around 
ten years old should have this joint re-glued to ensure the integrity of the hull or they may find the 
two sections part company at a most inconvenient time.

We now have our camera and VHF channel 73 installed on the tower at Point Cartwright. 
This has taken many months and we have provided the $35,000 from our own funds to make it 
happen. We are in the process of final installation of the radio and this equipment will be a major 
step forward for the boating community of our region and vindicates our persistence in getting it to 
happen. Our surveillance of the river mouth and coastline will no doubt be an asset for Water Police, 
AMSA and Harbour Control, as well as ourselves and the extra range of our Working Channel 73 is a 
major step forward in safety for all those using our waters.

We continue to apply for grants whenever we see opportunity for worthwhile projects and this 
is a major help in finding funds. A special thanks to our Grants Officer Dr. Kevin Farrell who submits 
the long and sometimes tedious applications required for a successful grant allocation.
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Fundraising has ceased in recent months due to Covid 19 but we were given a Bunnings BBQ 
recently as part of their gradual reintroduction of this popular fundraiser which was very successful 
and we hope they will be in a position to allow us more in the future.

I have mentioned persistence is often required 
to get things to happen and this has been the 
case with what we thought was a simple project to 
erect a shade roof over the patio area at our base. 
We are about to get the job completed but it has 
taken eight months to finally get the official OK 
from various departments to proceed, so I hope 
our members enjoy the shade during the coming 
summer ,when this area will be used for social events 
and as a training area.

As I write this report we have just rescued two people from a vessel which quickly sank some 
20 nautical miles East of Point Cartwright. Our radio operator heard the brief Mayday call and was 
able to immediately send Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, which had a training crew already aboard, to 
the area and after a brief search found the two survivors in the water and already suffering from early 
hypothermia.

This adds to a growing list of people who owe their lives to the rescue services provided by 
our organisation and to QF6 Mooloolaba in particular. It gives a special sense of satisfaction to our 
members to know that all the work that is put in, much of which goes unseen and unheralded, saves 
many peoples’ lives at sea.

Continue to enjoy our great waterways knowing that we will be there if you need us.

Sure, their Ashes are 
Scattered at Sea (or 

somewhere else), but 
their name can live 

on forever, by putting 
a Named Plaque on 
the QF6 Mooloolaba 

Coast Guard Memorial 
wall. The plaques are 
made of brass and 

will be engraved and 
highlighted with black 
enamel. Plaques have 
the option of either 

4 or 5 lines of text, to 
display the requested 

tribute.

WHAT A WONDERFUL WAY TO HAVE A LASTING MEMORIAL
TO THOSE SOULS WHO HAVE GONE TO THEIR ALLOTTED PLACE IN HEAVEN

Enquiries: 5444 3222 during office hours OR QF6 Memorial Wall Officer Sue Clarke - 5444 3222

This lasting Memorial will be maintained by QF6 Members in perpetuity, so that all souls who 
have gone before will be honoured and remembered.

QF6 Memorial Wall

ABOVE: Making good progress on the patio roof.
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operations report

with Lee Campbell - Operations Officer

SAR – 23 AuguSt

I was the Duty Radio Operator on the morning of the 23rd of August and a Strong Wind Warning 
was current with winds up to 25 -30 knots and the sea offshore predicted to be 2-3 metres. The 
Strong Wind Warning was cancelled at the 10am weather report, with seas dropping to 1–2 metres. 
Very few small craft ventured out into the inshore waters and only one vessel on our Sea Watch 
Log was heading to the Southern Barwon Banks. A story of the Search and Rescue is elsewhere in 
this magazine, but this event demonstrates that mariners should read and understand the forecasts 
given by the Bureau of Meteorology. They should understand the characteristics of their vessels 
and the conditions that they can withstand. Additionally, the value of having all the required safety 
equipment is easily accessible. If these two fishermen had not activated their EPIRB, the outcome 
may have been a very different story.
A summary of our operations over the last three months is as follows:
June 2020
Received 9 calls for assistance, assisting 18 people on board and saved $170,000 of community 
boating assets:
•	 A 6.1m vessel grounded on the rock shelf outside the Harbour entrance. The RV skipper 

recommended that we wait till high tide before attempting recovery.
•	 A 5m vessel requested assistance from 1Nm north of the harbour entrance. The assist was 

cancelled as the RV arrived and the vessel was underway. No assistance was needed.
•	 A jet ski with power issues requested tow back to CG ramp from 2.5Nm N of the harbour entrance.
•	 A member of the public reported a vessel in distress. Rotary III searched the reported area and 

found no such vessel and reported same to the Water Police - no further action required.
•	 A 5.8m vessel experienced engine issues before leaving the river. The vessel was towed back to 

the CG ramp.
•	 A jet ski with a flat battery was towed from the harbour entrance to the CG ramp.
•	 A 4.8m vessel with a loss of steering was towed 1 Nm from the Harbour entrance to the La Balsa 

ramp.
•	 A 6m vessel with water in the fuel was towed from the Blinker to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 7m vessel with engine issues was towed from the middle of the Barwon Banks to the La Balsa 

ramp.
July 2020
Responded to 12 calls for assistance, assisting 35 people on board and saved $453,000 of 
community boating assets:
•	 A 5.5m vessel with engine issues requested assistance in the river and was towed back to the La 

Balsa ramp.
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•	 A 4.2m vessel with engine issues in the river was towed back to the CG ramp.
•	 A 4.9m vessel with electrical issues was towed from 3.5 Nm E of Pt Cartwright to McKenzie’s 

Ramp.
•	 A 5.4m vessel with engine problems 14 Nm E of Pt Cartwright was towed back to the La Balsa 

ramp.
•	 A 10m yacht with engine issues located outside the harbour entrance was towed back to a 

private mooring at Kawana Is.
•	 A 10m yacht with engine issues located just south of Mudjimba Is was towed into the harbour 

and to a mooring at the Mooloolaba Marina.
•	 A 13m vessel with engine issues 7 Nm NE of Pt Cartwright requested assistance to enter the 

Mooloolah River and was towed to the Mooloolaba Marina.
•	 A 4.7m vessel experiencing engine issues in poor weather conditions requested assistance 

outside the Maroochy River Bar. The assist was handed over to the Water Police as our RV has 
too deep a draft to cross the bar at low tide.

•	 Rotary III towed a 6.5m vessel with engine issues from 5 Nm SE of Pt Cartwright to the CG ramp.
•	 An 8.1m yacht taking on water in the Mooloolah River was rafted and assisted to Lawrie’s Marina 

by Rotary III.
•	 A 3m jet ski with engine issues was towed 5Nm from N of Mudjimba Is to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 12m yacht experiencing engine difficulties was towed from 3Nm N of the harbour entrance to 

the public pontoon.
August 2020
Responded to 7 calls for assistance; assisting 16 people on board and saved $237,000 of community 
boating assets:
•	 A 10m yacht with engine issues requested assistance to enter the harbour and was towed to the 

emergency pontoon at the Mooloolaba Marina.
•	 A jet ski with engine failure was towed from Peregian Beach to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 12m yacht experiencing engine failure was towed from NE of Pt Cartwright to the Mooloolaba 

Marina.
•	 A 4.9m runabout broke down outside the harbour entrance and was towed to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 4.5m vessel broke down in very shallow waters of the Mooloolah River. Rotary III aborted 

attempts and the crew returned with our shallow draft vessel.
•	 Maroochy RSL arrived to affect the recovery of a 4.5m vessel in the Mooloolah River and towed 

the boat to McKenzie’s ramp.
•	 A 5.8m vessel with water in the fuel was 

towed 4.5Nm from Currimundi to Lawrie’s 
Marina.

•	 MAYDAY call from vessel - Sinking! With 
limited information Mooloolaba Rotary 
Rescue set off in the general direction of 
the suspected position. Information about 
its EPIRB position was received and the RV 
altered course for this location and after 
a brief search found 2 survivors with life 
jackets and holding onto an Esky.
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MARINE ASSIST REPoRT

with Lee Campbell - Operations Officer

MARine ASSiSt SuppoRteRS – CAll foR ASSiStAnCe

Coast Guard Mooloolaba is staffed 24/7 by our Base Station Radio Operators; on the weekends 
between 0700 hours (7am) and 1600 hours (4pm) our duty boat crews attend our headquarters for 
training. Outside these hours, a boat crew is activated from their home locations to respond to your 
calls for assistance. However, this may take up to twenty minutes for these dedicated volunteer 
members to arrive at the base and open the appropriate recuse vessel, which can take an additional 
twenty minutes. Once they are ready, they will leave the pontoon and set off down the river, which 
takes ten minutes. Close to an hour passes before the rescue vessel departs the harbour and clears 
the bar to set course for your location.

The reason why I have detailed the above is that many people are not aware that the Coast 
Guard is a totally volunteer organisation and receives a minor government financial grant (which 
does not cover our fuel bill) and relies your support through your annual subscriptions. We do not 
have crews in attendance awaiting a call. On numerous occasions over the past few months, we 
have had calls from vessels requesting assistance for an engine that will not start, only to find some 
15-20 minutes later that it was merely flooded and the request for assistance is then cancelled. 
Please take the time to investigate the nature of your breakdown and remember that volunteers 
are travelling into Mooloolaba to come and assist you, only to 
be told that it was cancelled. We are grateful you trust us to 
provide you with an efficient service and are always ready to 
respond to a call of distress and request for assistance.

To improve our reception of your calls, our Radio Technical 
team has coordinated the installation of an antenna on top 
of the Point Cartwright Lighthouse, which will improve our 
Working Channel reception on VHF 73. Additionally, the team 
has also installed a PTZ camera, which gives us visibility north 
to Mudjimba Island and the Maroochy River Bar, South to 
Caloundra Heads, East past the East Cardinal Mark, and the 
Mooloolah River Bar and up the river. These instruments have 
been funded solely by QF6 Mooloolaba to the tune of around 
$35,000; however, we are open to any financial support to 
minimise the overall cost.

RIGHT: Our Radio Maintenance Officer (Pygmy) on top of Point Cartwright 
Light House with the Camera, Antenna and Microwave dish after the 

successful install.
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Chapla in ’s
Chat

with Sue Clarke - Chaplain, QF6

gRAtitude

‘Do not withhold good from those who 
deserve it, when it is in your power to act’. 
The Bible gives us wise words to live by, 
also saying: ‘Whatever good thing each 
one does, this he will receive back from the 
Lord’ and ‘Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you’. That’s written in 
Matthew 7 verse 12, but of course, as a 
volunteer at Mooloolaba Coast Guard this 
is what we do. The law of the sea says we 
don’t leave anyone in distress or peril on the 
sea, we tow them home, care for them in 
the best way possible, a real rescue mission.

For boaties, for our community and 
for ourselves, it has been proven that those 
who give out and care for others are in a 
much more healthy mental place than those 

who remain hermits or narcissists. It’s only right to help others and making things right is part 
of who we are. We also need to recognize the good others do in our lives and appreciate their 
efforts too, by giving them recognition and thanks and praise. We are not islands, we all need 
one another – and the more we acknowledge that, the richer our lives become. So thank you 
to all who give so much; your efforts do not go unnoticed. You are appreciated. We are better 
together when people in our lives matter
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editor at large

with Richard Choroszewski - Editor

life in the uK undeR Covid-19 RuleS

As this QF6 boat crew, radio operator and magazine editor remains in exile in far-off UK, 
Commander Ian asked this “Foreign Correspondent” to send in an article on how things are going 
over here in my view ...

I read with excitement about Blue Sunday’s recent rescue of two persons when their boat 
submerged beneath them. I’m proud of what our members (all unpaid volunteers) are continuing to 
do in serving the boating community and doubly so when I came to realise that a cut short Mayday 
call to our Radio Room was key in the eventual location of the site and success of the rescue. It 
underlines the value of Coast Guard Mooloolaba’s 24/7/365 (366 this year!) VHF radio coverage of a 
large part of Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. When it’s so easy to practice your VHF radio procedures 
and log in and out at the start and end of a boat trip, logging on is a no brainer and a proven 
life saver. The new installation at Point Cartwright will also help strengthen our ability to view the 
harbour approaches, conditions on the bar and extend the range of our VHF coverage.

On the other side of the planet we’ve just entered Autumn and even in the height of Summer, 
my location in Cornwall was being buffeted by unusual storms rolling in from the Atlantic Ocean, to 
the extent that often our top temperatures were struggling to reach those you are enjoying at the 
bottom of the globe. So while you are all looking forward to warmer days, here we are preparing for 
six to nine months of overcast, windy and wet conditions. So not much boating activity for me and 
I’m missing that greatly.

Covid-19 continues to 
dominate our lives here in 
the UK and hearing that last 
Wednesday’s Coast Guard 
meeting had been cancelled 
appears to show that the 
continuing concerns over this 
virus are affecting people in 
every part of the world. Half 
of the population seems to 
think we are suffering from 
mass hysteria, while the other 
half believe that any action we 
take (however damaging in 
terms of other aspects of life/
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health and economy) is worth 
it even if it saves just one life. 
The safety-first attitude that 
dominates our government’s 
thinking is polarising opinions. 
With all due respect and 
sympathy to those who have 
died, their families and/or 
are still suffering from the 
after effects of symptomatic 
infection who may read the 
following as a trivialisation of 
the subject, the graph at right 
shows the stark reality that at 
the height of the UK Summer 
our citizens have been six 
times more likely to have 
died from flu and pneumonia 
(illnesses that are not usually 
associated with summer time) 
than are dying from Covid-19.

For the whole of the 
UK, daily averages are at 
eight fatalities and dropping. 
Here in the South West, 
we are barely reaching 
one to two deaths a week 
from Covid-19. Those of a 
risk averse disposition still 
maintain that any relaxation of 
our current social distancing 
measures will result in a 
resurgence, while others are 
pondering that while this virus 
is as contagious as ever, its 
death potency appears to be 
moderating.

The UK’s anti-virus 
measures have changed a lot 
since March when we had a rather arrogant belief that as a country we were somehow different and 
relatively immune from the disease. Although the strict nationwide lockdown implemented then is 
easing all the time, overall we are now putting a lot more effort into local targeting. The diagram at 
right shows areas where local authorities have now taken over from the National Government and 
using specific tightening measures by post code. Testing is no longer the utter shambles where our 
government’s spokespeople constantly reassured us that there was plenty of PPE and testing kits 
available, when the opposite was clearly true.
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In those areas not subject to localised lockdowns (which is more than 90% of the country by 
area), restrictions remain in place for close contact activities such as nightclubs and concerts. Others 
are open but with much reduced capacity to ensure social distancing, which is recommended at two 
metres but down to one metre where necessary (such as public transport, shops and offices).

Latest UK statistics show that an individual has a 1 in 44 Million chance of catching seriously 
symptomatic Covid-19 and that such unfortunate victim then has a better than 99% chance of 
recovery. Nevertheless, much of the population are still fearful and it manifests itself in our city 
centres which appear to be ghost towns. The economy is taking a massive hit. Gradually, this should 
change as schools have opened this week and people are hard-pressed to know anyone in their 
circle of friends and family that has had symptomatic infection. Now the debate is turning to how we 
pay for the incredibly generous furlough scheme, which is due to end next month and discussions 
about taxation, extinction rebellion, cultural appropriation and some even less important issues that 
social media throws our way.

With each passing week our health systems find better ways of treatment, better and 
intelligently targeted testing and tracing and other breakthroughs. For example, this week we hear 
that the NHS is to start using the steroid hydrocortisone on Covid-19 patients with ‘immediate 
action’ after a study found critically ill patients who received the drug intravenously for seven days 
had 93 per cent better recovery odds - measured by either a greater chance of survival or less need 
for organ support. Hopefully, as time passes and we learn more on how to mitigate this disease, the 
world can slowly return to something close to normal.

On Brexit, barring a last minute (and probably rushed) deal, we appear to be heading 
inexorably to an ‘Australian’ type WTO trading arrangement at the end of this year. Covid-19 
hysteria is masking the doomsters and gloomsters trying to persuade us that the world will end on 

the 1st of January. Nevertheless, 
we do expect (especially in 
regards to Northern Ireland, 
which will then have a virtual land 
border with the EU in the form 
of the Irish Republic), significant 
disruption and an increase in 
cross-border smuggling until 
the authorities eventually get a 
handle on the new arrangements 
and implement suitable practical 
measures to minimise the issues.

As Australia enters Spring 
and the whales are migrating 
south near our shores, I wish all 
of you a great boating season 
and safe cruising.

(Ed’s Note: The UK situation has evolved 
since Richard sent in this report.)

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/nhs/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/coronavirus/index.html
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QF6 news

MooloolAbA RotARy ReSCue RefuRbiShMent CoMpleted

The refurbishment of our primary rescue vessel Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue was completed and the 
boat relaunched on the 28th of June. The vessel had a complete repaint of the hull, superstructure 
and decks, which was very well done by Ashby Boat Builders at Lawrie’s Boatyard. Most of the 
electronics incorporating GPS, Autopilot and Radar were replaced and the cables renewed. This 
was with the latest Simrad technology, which we use on all our vessels for commonality and ease of 
use. The new units have proven to be even more user-friendly than the earlier versions and the new 
Radar is considerably more efficient than the previous model.

We also had cameras installed to cover back, front, both sides and the engine room that 
record on a continuous loop. This technology has become commonplace nowadays and is not 
overly expensive to install. The electronics supply and installation was done by Suncoast Marine 
Electronics who have given excellent service to us.

The cutlass bearing on the port propeller shaft was showing wear, so it was replaced along 
with a major service on the two five hundred horsepower Cummins diesels. The suspension seats in 
the wheelhouse had already been replaced with a dollar-for-dollar grant through the Offices of the 
Member for Fisher, Andrew Wallace MP and a partial grant through the Bendigo Bank helped with 
a new anchor chain. A few cosmetic items such as the flybridge seat and wheelhouse carpet were 
replaced and the final result is that the boat looks like new.

Some ten years ago, a committee was formed to make recommendations for a new primary 
rescue vessel. This committee selected a designer and worked with the Naval Architect, Mark Ellis, 
for two years to ensure the most suitable vessel for our operations before the final product was 
launched by Aluminium Boats Australia and we delivered it to Mooloolaba on the 12 December, 
2012 at 12 o’clock. This vessel has proven to be a great success and we look after it well to ensure it 
has a long service life with QF6. It has the capability to handle large vessels well offshore but is also 

nimble enough to work in the confines of 
our canals and marinas.

We thank the public for their 
continued support to our Flotilla, which 
enables us to keep all our vessels and 
equipment in good serviceable order and 
ensures that we are able to service the 
needs of all the Sunshine Coast boating 
community.

Rod Ashlin, Deputy Commander
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two with, one without

Bunnings have commenced a one month trial of 
their famous sausage sizzle BBQs over the past four 
weekends under strict COVID-19 protocols. QF6 
Coastguard Mooloolaba was asked to participate in 
these trials to see if strict hygiene and safe distancing 
could be achieved. I am happy to say that our efforts 
on the day were rewarded with a congratulations 
from the Bunnings BBQ team coordinator and a 
lot of support from the Bunnings customers. We 
started selling at 0815hrs and sold the last of the 750 
sausages at 1455hrs.

The new protocols meant we could only 
have four members in the BBQ area, with one 
member outside the entry lane as a greeter to guide 
the public through the ordering and collection 
procedure. Bunnings had a staff member at the exit 
side, near the main door, to redirect the members of 
the public who wanted to order to the other side of 
the BBQ where the inward line began.

Once an hour all deliveries halted whilst a 
thorough cleaning of all surfaces took place with 
both a disinfectant and a cleanser. That, together 
with the fact that we were applying the sauces to the 
sandwiches, slowed the throughput, but even at the busiest time the queue was only eight to ten deep.

The cook was the busiest of the crew with not only having to keep the cooked sausages and 
onions up to the demand, but due to the separation rule he had to turn around to pick up the W tray, 
put the onions on the bread, put the sausage on, turn around again and put the tray on the table for 
the collector. At peak times we were serving three sausage sandwiches a minute.

The cook and the collector were changed out four times, but the cashier and the team captain 
stayed from go to whoa. The day was considered a great success with over $1600 in profits and 
being that it has been our only fundraising event since March, it was a welcome addition to our funds 
to offset our running costs. Bill Asher, White BBQ Team Leader

blue SundAy StRetCheR pRACtiCe

As you have read, or will read in this edition, on the 23rd 
of August our Blue Sunday Crew were involved in the SAR 
mission to rescue two fishermen whose boat had sunk. On 
their recent crew day, the Blue Sunday crew reviewed the use 
of the stretcher that would be used to transfer an injured or 
sick person to a helicopter. Bruce Muller “volunteered” to be 
strapped into the stretcher and was happy that a helicopter 
did not arrive to winch him up. This is one of the many 
training scenarios we conduct to be ready for the real thing.

Ian Hunt, Blue Sunday Skipper

TOP: Tony Gerlach and Bill Asher ready for action.
ABOVE: Bill Asher preparing the BBQ trailer.

ABOVE: Bruce Muller on the stretcher.
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unSung heRo – RAy Mogg

I think Ray is a numbers man, starting with the early members number 
at QF6 – number 088 – also his life is cut up in quarters, different 
changes happening 25 years apart, Cabinet Maker, Dairy Farmer, 
Fisherman and Seaman, but this has now continued on past 25 to 
29 years in QF6! Hooray for us, as Ray is such an asset being our 
Invigilator (yes I had to look it up too – it means to ‘keep watch’ over 
students at an examination).

Well, Ray has been ‘keeping watch’ well before now, teaching 
the Marine Radio Operators Course so our radio operators and 
others in the community are licensed for the MF/HF and VHF radios 
they use, as he’s the man ‘keeping watch’ for the Australian Marine 
College (AMC), from where those licenses are issued.

He also ‘kept watch’ on the boats, achieving his certificates of Seaman Grade 1 in 1993, 
Coastal Navigators Certificate, Coxswain/Coastal Skipper and by 2000 gained his Offshore Skipper’s 
qualifications. He just gives and gives and has also been our Quartermaster, running the store 
successfully as well, a past Radio Section Leader and he still contributes, regularly doing ‘night 
watch’ shifts. He is still ‘keeping watch’ even though he has obtained many National Awards 
including a Meritorious Service - Training Award, 25 years Long Service Award in 2016 and a 
National Medal, which are all pretty special!

So, Ray is your man if you need anything done, very willing and keen to lend a hand, fill in, 
rewrite textbooks so we can understand technical stuff better and ‘keeping watch’ over us all as 
one of our old salts who has more than 25 years’ experience now. So, nice to have you around Ray, 
may you do many more years of service to break the mold of Mr. ‘25’ and become Mr. ‘35+’ – your 
experience is priceless and timeless. Thank you and well done.

Sue Clarke, QF6 Chaplain

life RAft tRAining

A part of our basic safety training for new 
recruits is life raft training so they know what 
to do should the worst happen at sea. We 
recently received a new training life raft, which 
was funded by our Queensland State Council.

Due to Covid-19, this was the first time 
QF6 has been able to conduct this training 
this year, and the session, which saw the new 
life raft used for the first time, was conducted 
at the Kawana Aquatic Centre on the 13th 
of September. 20 new recruits participated, 
including 5 from QF4 Caloundra and 4 from 
QF5 Noosa.

Thanks to Flotilla Training Officer Bill 
Asher and Clive Surridge for conducting this 
essential training.

Ian Hunt, Commander

TOP LEFT: Deploying the life raft. TOP RIGHT: Inflated life 
raft and discarded casing. ABOVE LEFT: Safe inside the raft. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Paddling practice in the pool.
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CommUnitY news

AndRew wAllACe Mp viSitS Qf6

On Monday the 13th July we had a visit from Federal 
Member for Fisher, Andrew Wallace MP. We invited him 
to visit and inspect the new suspension seats that we 
had installed in the wheelhouse of Mooloolaba Rotary 
Rescue. These seats had been purchased with a dollar 
for dollar Federal Grant obtained through his Office. 
We thank Andrew and his staff for their continued 
support for QF6 and the work he does for the whole 
region.

Rod Ashlin, Deputy Commander

MooloolAbA RotARy 
Club

On the 13th of July, I attended the 
change-over dinner of the Mooloolaba 
Rotary Club representing Commander 
Ian Hunt who was away at the time. 
Mooloolaba Rotary Club have been 
strong supporters of QF6 Mooloolaba 
over many years and we were 
presented with a cheque for $500 
during the evening to help with our 
expenses. I invited them to visit QF6 
to inspect our facilities and vessels, 
which a group of 15 Mooloolaba 
Rotary Club members did on the 31st 
of August. The photo shows the group 
with Commander Ian Hunt on our deck 
during their visit.

QF6 appreciates the support 
of the community, which enables us 
to ensure the safety of the boating 
public.

Rod Ashlin, Deputy Commander

ABOVE: Mooloolaba Rotary members with 
Commander Ian Hunt.

LEFT: Andrew Wallace MP, inspects the new seats 
and MRR with Deputy Commander Rod Ashlin.
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point CARtwRight 
inStAllAtion updAte

The installation of our PTZ camera and 
VHF Channel 73 radio on the Pt Cartwright 
Lighthouse is well underway. The camera, radio 
antenna and microwave link has been installed 
and the microwave antenna and monitor have 
been installed at QF6. By the next edition, the 
system will be fully operational and providing 
excellent views of our local waters, as well 
extended VHF coverage. Thanks to our Radio 
Maintenance Officer “Pygmy” McAndrew and 
his team for persevering with this project over 
the past almost 10 years and thanks to AMSA 
for approving the installation.

Ian Hunt, Commander

TOP RIGHT: Installing the microwave antenna at QF6.
TOP LEFT: The new microwave dish installed.

ABOVE: Video view of the Mooloolah River entrance from the Point 
Cartwright Lighthouse.

RIGHT: “Pygmy” McAndrew on top of the Point Cartwright Lighthouse.
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SunShine CoASt CounCil SuppoRtS Qf6

The cost of fuel is a major part of 
our annual operating cost. We are 
extremely grateful that the Sunshine 
Coast Council approved our Grant 
Application in 2018 for $15,000 
a year for the next three years 
towards our fuel costs and we hope 
that this Grant will continue into the 
future.

Thanks to the Sunshine Coast 
Council for their continued support.

Ian Hunt, Commander

Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 65 Parkyn Parade, will be conducting the new AWQ course for 
Coast Guard Supporters and Members of the Public.

This is a 3 hour (1830 – 2130) course for VHF radio operations up to 12 NM from shore.
The next course for 2020 is on the 5th of November.

All Boat Owners who have VHF Radios must have an operating license. 
Unlicensed users can be prosecuted under the 

Radio Communications Act.
FOR DETAILS AND COSTS TELEPHONE 5444 3222

Australian Waters Qualification (AWQ) Course

Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 65 Parkyn Parade, 
conducts LROCP courses for Coast Guard Supporters and Members of the Public.

The next 3 week course commences on the 30th of November at 1900hrs.
All Boat Owners who have MF/HF & VHF Radios must have an operating license. 

Unlicensed users can be prosecuted under the 
Radio Communications Act.

FOR DETAILS AND COSTS TELEPHONE 5444 3222

LONG RANGE OPERATORS CERTIFICATE of PROFICIENCY COURSE
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MOOLOOLABA TIDES
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assist stories

log on / log off

After a lousy weekend for weather, Tuesday turned out to be a perfect day for boating, with light 
winds, small seas and sunny all day. I was the Rescue Liaison Officer (RLO) that week and I was 
conducting a CPR course at the base at 1900hrs that night. I came in about an hour earlier to set up 
the course and was then informed by the duty radio operator that there was a boat overdue. A QF6 
Supporter had logged on by phone at 0300hrs with an ETR of 1700, so by 1815 he was over an hour 
overdue. He said he would be going to the Barwon Banks, which is out of range for both mobile 
phones and our Working Channel VHF 73.

I checked his boat and trailer details and established that he had a 7.8m Cruise Craft with a 
4.3lt Mercruiser and a 1979 tandem trailer. We did not show a vehicle rego, but we had the trailer 
rego so I went out to the 250 slot boat trailer car park to see if his vehicle and trailer were there. 
There were still over fifty vehicles/trailers in the park with about a dozen being tandem trailers, but 
two had no rego plates. After a close inspection of the troupie attached to one of the trailers I could 
see a light bar with a rego, but not the right one. The other one was a fairly new unit, but I then 
supposed that although the member had a really early membership number his boat was a 2000 
model and he might have a new trailer.

At 1900hrs we declared him two hours overdue and notified the Water Police. The Radio 
Room received a call back from the Water Police to say they had attended his address and the 
Supporter had been home all day. After receiving a bad weather report, he had aborted his fishing 
trip but had not bothered to call us.

At 2300 hours, I received a call from the Radio Room about another overdue boat, this one 
departed at 1600hrs with an ETR of 2100hrs. We reported this to Police Link and were told by the 

      Water Police the next morning that Police attended 
          the boaties address at 0100hrs and found him at home. 
             He had forgotten to log off and was duly castigated 
       by the Police.
        A lot of time and effort was wasted, many
          phone and radio calls were unanswered
            and Police diverted from other duties.
         On Sunday the 23rd of August, two 
              lives were saved by a radio call saying 
              “help we are sinking”. That’s what we 
              are all about.

Bill Asher, Skipper and RLO
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Stupidity At the MooloolAh RiveR Mouth

Although the wind was at 20 knots and the seas were 2.5 metres, we were out on Rotary III to do 
some towing and rafting exercises with Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue. As we rounded the last turn 
of the river and approached the Mooloolaba River Bar, we 
noticed a small 4-5 metre dinghy with five aboard fishing in 
the middle of the channel. As we were approaching them 
from the eastern side of the channel, a dive boat returning 
to harbour came in from the east and nearly swamped 
them. We paused beside them and suggested that it was 
most unwise to be fishing with three kids onboard, with 
no life jackets on in the middle of the river mouth. I called 
Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue who was just behind us and gave 
them a “heads up” as the dinghy motored away on a small 
electric trolling motor.

When returning an hour later the dinghy was still in the 
middle of the channel but at least it was up near the lead 
lights.

Bill Asher, Skipper QF6

CloSe CAll with SnoRKelleRS when doing A SeAdoo 
ReSCue

On a quiet Wednesday morning, the radio room received a phone call from
a member of the public that a 4 metre SEADOO was requesting assistance
from just off the northern side of Mudjimba Island. With a 1-metre
swell running and the wind from the southwest, we went up the
eastern side of the island hoping the see the target vessel to our
North. As we approached the northeastern corner 
of Mudjimba Island, we could see three dinghies 
about 250 metres off the rocks. As we needed to 
keep a keen lookout for the low-riding jet boat, 
I opted to pass between these boats and the 
island.

The nearest of the dinghies then motored 
off to the southeast and as we passed through 
his wash we noticed an orange object floating in 
the sea. We closed to investigate and were then 
astounded when a snorkeller surfaced. Neither of 
the two snorkellers that surfaced had a diver’s “A” 
flag displayed, nor did their unattended dinghy. It could have been a different story if our lookouts 
had not seen the orange buoy which caused us to slow down.

The eastern side of Mudjimba Island is an open seaway and is used by many vessels travelling 
up and down the coast. It is utter stupidity for snorkellers/divers to not display a diver’s “A” flag 
when diving around the island, especially on the eastern side where vessels usually transit at speed.

Bill Asher, Skipper, QF6



24    |    Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine

MAydAy – we ARe SinKing

My name is Paul Heath and I am a volunteer member of the Australian Coast Guard, QF6 
Mooloolaba. I am assigned to the Blue Sunday Boat Crew, which brings together like-minded men 
and women every third Sunday; in my crew’s case, for a Training Day, followed by a week of 24-hour 
standby ready response for those boaties who find themselves in difficulty.

It was a clear day on Sunday the 23 August 2020 at the Mooloolah River entrance. A cool, 
moderate and persistent easterly blew all day making me wish, at one time, that I should have 
worn long pants. The sea state was calm inshore, but offshore it was a different matter, where it was 
confused at 2-3 metres.

The sun had passed the Zenith by about four hours, when the Base Radio Operator, QF6 
Operations Officer, Lee Campbell, received a MAYDAY call saying that “we’re sinking”. No name 
of the vessel was given. On asking for a position, the vessel replied 26 degrees 39 minutes before 
the radio call ended. Our vessel, Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, specifically designed for this type of 
operation, was deployed immediately, with nine crew and two experienced skippers aboard.

After leaving the river, we received an exact position from the Mooloolaba Water Police, which 
had been relayed from the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre in Canberra following the receipt of an 
EPIRB signal from the sinking vessel. This showed that the position was about 21 nautical miles east 
of Point Cartwright, about the edge of the continental shelf known as the Barwon Banks. 

We were maintaining 24 knots in difficult 
conditions with the vessel constantly wanting to 
broach and the occasional induced wave was 
catapulted up and over the wheelhouse. The 
Police Vessel Norm Watt departed after us but 
soon joined us enroute. A Search and Rescue 
Team on a helicopter was ahead of both vessels. 
Concerning at the time, was the setting of the sun 
and the sea state made it impossible to see a vessel, 
let alone looking for a bobbing head amongst 
the waves. We decided to post lookouts early to 
mitigate the need to back-track later if required.

There are many things to think about 
during a SAR. Considerations are, but not limited to many things, such as sea state, visibility, 
location, hazards to our vessel and the crew, fatigue, set and drift influences given people in the 
water may have moved from initial position due to currents and wind, temperature of the water, 
communications, the number of search vessels and their limitations, what type of search pattern grid 
will be best for the conditions, to name a few.

For those who don’t know, a lot had been going on since this EPIRB began transmitting. 
The beacon’s signal is intercepted by satellites, bounced onto one of only three ground stations 
in our region, Albany (WA), Bundaberg (QLD) and Wellington (NZ). The message is then sent to a 
ground-based station and then onto the Joint Rescue Coordination Centre in Canberra. Officers 
there decide on a course of action and dispatch local emergency response teams, in this case, the 
Mooloolaba Water Police. In Australia, we use a satellite tracking system called COPSAT-SARSAT. 
Worth noting; if your EPIRB doesn’t transmit a GPS signal, it would be wise to exchange it for one 
that does, as it sends a very accurate GPS position for SAR teams to use.

On arrival at the GPS position, Norm Watt broke off to a position about two nautical miles 
north of us as the helicopter had spotted something in the water, which turned out to be some 

ABOVE: QPV Norm Watt.
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flotsam and jetsam, most likely from the sunken distressed vessel. Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue 
turned south at ten knots with the crew using all available means to find the survivors. It wasn’t long 
when a yell came from the crew on the fly bridge: “Straight ahead, 100 metres, there’s an Esky”. 
Astoundingly, we came upon two survivors clinging to their Esky and wearing ridiculously ill-fitting 
lifejackets (apparently, they had not had time to adjust them for their size). Their heads were at sea 
level, whilst their jackets stuck up in the air like navigation beacons.

A very important note at this stage. QF6 has been involved with many SAR’s in its time, some 
have been more successful than others because of the time it has taken to find people. An EPIRB 
with a GPS costs as little as $300. An approved life jacket with a crotch strap will keep you afloat, 
and an EPIRB with a GPS will save your life. Apart from that, an EPIRB is mandatory if your vessel 
goes more than two nautical miles offshore. Also, if you decide to buy an Esky for your boat, make 
sure it is brightly-coloured with a good seal and large easy-to-use grab handles.

We radioed the Norm Watt and advised that we had located the survivors and confirmed that 
there were only two of them involved in the sinking. They proceeded to our location to direct the 
response from there.

Once we lifted the men onboard, we quickly 
determined that the two hours in the water had 
produced significant hypothermia, and one of the 
men had a compromising and pre-existing medical 
condition. Our training kicked in and everyone had 
a task. Galley cushions, first aid kit, defibrillator 
blankets, spare clothing, even the ship’s microwave 
was used to heat up spare clothing like hot water 
bottles to help restore body temperature. One of 
the crew laid with one of the men in a nest of crew 
jackets and blankets to help him warm up. Before 
too long. we stabilised one of the survivors, but 
the worst of the two was still a concern, though his 
condition, thankfully, slowly improved.

There was an eerie feeling heading back into 
shore. The sun was setting, most were quiet, those 
on the helm monitored the autopilot quietly, the 
sea had calmed down, the wind had dissipated 
and the twin Cummings purred away quietly in the 
background. In hindsight, it was likely due to the fact 
that most of us realised how fortunately things had 
turned out. We were a long way from shore and it would have been a very bleak situation for both 
survivors. If not for their beacon, the outcome could have been very different for these two men.

Arriving back at the QF6 pontoon – I didn’t even notice that last light was upon us – we 
berthed Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue and the ambulance officers came aboard and did their thing. It’s 
funny how we take the “ambos” for granted, as they drive about, not paying any thoughts about the 
people inside. It’s not until we need them that we really appreciate their valued role in our society.

There were many times I saw members of our crew demonstrate compassion, competencies 
and forward thinking that really made a difference to the outcome of this rescue. I am proud to be 
part of an organisation and its people that holds dearly its tradition of tireless contribution towards 
its community.

Paul Heath, Restricted Coxswain, QF6 Mooloolaba
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GOT A SCREWDRIVER?
woRdS IAN CRANNEY  |  Vessel Maintenance Officer, QF6

Silly title, I know. I couldn’t even begin to guess the number of times we have had someone wander 
into our building beside the boat ramps and ask to borrow something to get their pride and joy 
mobile (sometimes even the tow vehicle).

Most vehicles these days come with a basic tool kit in a black plastic bag and surprise, 
surprise, most smaller outboards have the same. Another big surprise is that most of these kits never 
see the light of day. In a past life, I used to work at an automotive recycling facility (wrecking yard 
for those of you that are not politically correct) and quite a number of these little kits that came out 
of end-of-life vehicles had the little snap clips rusted closed. Obviously not used. Admittedly, the 
double ended screwdriver, adjustable pliers and the tube spanner are next to useless.

It doesn’t take much to make up a basic tool kit that will get you out of trouble. I carry a 
small kit that I picked up from one of the automotive suppliers and cost about $25.00. It has a set 
of sockets, screwdrivers, multi-grips, a small shifting spanner and two sets of pliers. Obviously, 
not outstanding quality, but they have had a lot of use. The only tools I added have been a long 
flat-blade screwdriver and a claw hammer (if at first it doesn’t move, heave and hit). A spray can 
of CRC, RP7 or whatever takes your fancy will also come in handy. Be aware that these de-rusting 
and de-watering sprays will dry out on the surfaces sprayed. Probably the most handy spray can is 
lanolin. Use it to spray your battery terminals, electrical connections and tool kit. Just a light spray 
is enough. It does all of the above and won’t dry out, but the price will go close to the cost of your 
basic tool kit. I wouldn’t be without one in my kit.

As we have stated many times in our articles, flat batteries and a lack of fuel account for most 
of our assist calls. Fuel we can’t do much about, but a small hint is that we carry a five litre container 
in our small 4.7m RIB for our own use, just in case. A flat battery is one thing you can do something 
about. Carrying a set of jumper leads in your car is handy, but useless 20 miles out at sea. Watching 
one of our potential customers take the battery from his car to replace the battery in his boat is not 
unusual and usually results in a discussion of who is getting the call to bring the boat back to the 
ramp. Starter packs are relatively cheap these days, easy to use and don’t weigh much. I’ve had 
mine for about three years now and only used it once. That once justified the cost and saved a lot of 
time.

All these items can be carried in a smaller sized soft pack that is
easily transferred from your tow vehicle to your boat and they are
useful for both. Don’t forget that Murphy’s
Law can apply on land as well as at sea.

These are just a few little hints 
that might save you some 
embarrassment and 
can mean that our 
crews get to have 
their meal while still 
hot. Good fishing and 
safe boating.
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TIPS TO MAKE SAILING 
A LITTLE EASIER
woRdS MICK VENNER  |  Blue Saturday Crew, QF6

Every sailor enjoys being out on the open water and loves 
challenging themselves to solve little problems along the way. 
I was recently sailing in the Whitsunday’s with my wife Julie and 
booked a bareboat charter through Cumberland Charter Yachts 
based in Airlie Beach. Our preference for comfort is a catamaran 
and this time a Seawind 1000XL was the choice.

Usual start to any charter is the briefing and familiarization 
of the vessel, depending on your knowledge and experience, this 
can be 2-4 hours. Many charterers are first time sailors and many 
stories can be told about this, but that is for another time.

My motto is “Every day is a learning day” and this was no 
exception. The vessel familiarization covers everything from the 
heads, BBQ, fridge, safety gear etc, including the operation of 
the sails.

What really surprised me (and the main reason for this 
article) was the ingenuity of the owner of this vessel in regards, 
to the Lazy Jack. For those not in the know, the Lazy Jack is a 
system of ropes which allow the main sail to be lowered and fall 
back into its holding bag. Without these ropes or lines, the sail 
would fall but will flop either side of the boom. This way the sail 
falls down and with minimal effort, the sail can be placed in the 
holding bag, then secured neatly.

Now we get to the main part. The bag the sail is secured 
in is usually closed by a zip that runs along the length of the 
bag. As you can imagine, this is a bit of a feat to close this as the 
length of the boom means the outer end is hard to reach, usually 
hanging over the cockpit area. Zipping up from the far end can 
be awkward, not to mention frustrating, as in a lot of the cases, 
the zip comes undone at the end and has to be rejoined before 
you can close the zip.

On our briefing, the instructor was very excited to show us 
the set-up the owner had put in place. Basically, the owner had 
rigged the bag to allow the operator to open and close the zip 
fully by using a simple (but effective) rope and pulley design. The 
simple set-up involved using 2 small pulleys at each end of the 
boom and fine parachute cord, which was attached to the zip. 
The end of the zip (open end) had been stitched so the zip would 
not come off completely. All you had to do was pull the rope one 
way and the zip would open and the other way would close.  As long as the zip was working well and 
not sticking, the bag can be opened and closed from one spot.

Anything that makes it easier and safer for the sailor, is alright by me.
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The norm watt story
woRdS SENIOR CONSTABLE MURRAY LYONS  |  Sunshine Coast Water Police

TOP: QPV Norm Watt alongside the SCWP berth.
ABOVE: Wheelhouse from the doorway.

Since the delivery of the QPV Norm Watt in 
2019, water police have had a number of 
occasions to test the capabilities of the new 
Class 1 patrol vessel.

At 17.3m and over 30 tonnes the new 
vessel is a substantial upgrade from the 
QPV George Doyle. Powered by 2 Scania V8 
twin turbo 1150 hp motors through 405mm 
Hamilton jets the vessel has a cruising 
speed of 26kts and top speed of high 30’s. 
The beaked bow and Humphrey ride system 
provide an ability to use this performance 
in conditions that had previously reduced 
speeds to single figures. The jet drive 
system means the vessel has a draught of 
only 1.1m, making it capable of crossing 
into all Sunshine Coast River systems.

Four large berths and air-conditioning 
throughout has also made extended trips 
more comfortable and a separate shower 
and toilet along with 600 litres of fresh water 
and the ability to hoist a 4.3m RIB onto the 
extensive rear deck are an added bonus.

The vessel has Class 2B survey and 
with a crew of 2 can carry another 12 
personnel. With 4000 litres of fuel it has an 
effective range of 200nm offshore. Fitted 
out with satellite phone, RDF tracking and 
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the Blue Arrow jet system the vessel brings SAR capabilities that are very impressive.
Ten days after delivery on the Easter long weekend the QPV Norm Watt was tasked to assist 

a yacht with a disabled rudder at the northern end of Fraser Island. Running for 5 hours in the 2.5m 
seas gave staff a real appreciation of just what the vessel was capable of. On the 23rd of October 
we responded to an EPIRB activation for 
Liberty II 17nm off Point Cartwright and arrived 
on scene in 34 mins to collect the skipper and 
crewman for transport to a waiting ambulance 
back onshore.

The Water Police staff are looking forward 
to QPV Norm Watt providing a marine policing 
capability for many years to come on the 
Sunshine Coast.

ABOVE: Engine room looking aft.
TOP: Deck looking forward through to the accommodation 
space.
ABOVE: Accommodation space through to the engine room.
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I was only about 12 years old when I first became aware 
of Bob Clifford. He owned a Derwent Class yacht, 
which was a small, one design racing yacht that was a 
very popular class on the Derwent River in those days 
and I guess he was about 20 years old.

Southern Tasmania had a long history of 
involvement with sailing, fishing and boatbuilding and 
yacht racing was a very popular sport. Every time I saw 
Bob, known to everyone as “Beanhead”, at various 
regattas and sailing events, he seemed to have a long-
necked bottle of Cascade beer in his hand and if a vote 
had been taken as to who might become a successful 
wealthy businessman in the future, I don’t think he 
would have rated high on the list. Over the next few 
years Bob and his father operated two small fishing 
vessels, which no doubt earned them a modest living.

In 1964, the old floating two lane bridge across 
the Derwent River was replaced with the five lane 
Tasman Bridge and the Eastern shore population 
increased considerably, with most coming to the 
Western shore to work. There had always been a 
large double ended ferry service across the Derwent 
to Bellerive, but this service gradually declined as 
people now came across the bridge by car. The service 
eventually ceased and a couple of years later we heard 
that Bob Clifford had bought the rights to operate the 
ferry service across the river and he operated a small 
ferry with only a few passengers. Most people thought 
this was a business with little future and wondered why 
he had decided to try it and suspected it would not last 
long.

A couple of years later on the evening of 5th January 1975 the bulk carrier Lake Illawarra hit the 
Tasman Bridge collapsing the main span and sinking the ship. On the morning of the 6th of January 
1975, the people of Hobart awoke to the news that the only way you could now get across the 
Derwent River was by boat and who had the rights to the only ferry business? Bob Clifford.

Bob took up the challenge and vessels and crews were accessed from wherever he could 
get them. He became something of a celebrity and often appeared on the nightly TV news, where 
he would always be addressed as “Captain Clifford”. He quickly built new ferries, arranged to sell 
liquor on them while coming across the river, arranged new terminals, experimented with faster 
craft, which even included a hovercraft. Consequently, his business exploded into success.

The one weakness in this business plan of course was that within two years, the bridge was 
repaired and people started to go back to crossing by car. It was obvious to all by now that Bob 

THE INCAT STORY
woRdS ROD ASHLIN  |  Deputy Commander, QF6

TOP: Bob Clifford.
ABOVE: The Tasman Bridge Disaster in 1975.
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Clifford had a real entrepreneurial skill and whilst 
building ferries, he came into close contact with 
many naval architects and boat builders. He formed 
a partnership with a designer by the name of Phillip 
Hercus, who had drawn up plans for a wave-piercing 
catamaran. I remember him inviting a group of us from 
the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania to have a look at a 
scale model of this design that had been built and was 
in Constitution Dock. It was approximately 8 metres 
long and powered by 2 outboard motors. I remember 
looking at this strange craft and doubting that this 
would ever be a commercial success. How wrong I was.

A couple of smaller fast ferries were built which 
proved successful and with backing from the Tasmanian 
Government, a new large boat building facility was 
built at Derwent Park on the Derwent River. From 
there, large wave piercing ferries were built and sold 
all around the world. This business became the largest 
privately run business in Tasmania for many years, with 
over three thousand employees. Bob Clifford stayed in 
firm control of the whole operation.

One low point came in 1994 when, with Bob in 
charge, he ran a new $45 million vessel onto Blackjack 
Reef outside the Derwent while conducting sea trials. 
The vessel sat high and dry there for many weeks 
before it was finally freed and repaired. An investigation 
was undertaken by the Marine Board in Hobart, but 
as so many people relied on Bob and his business, 
there was only a token smack on the wrist from the 
Authorities. In 2001, the business went into temporary 
receivership when orders dried up, but the State 
Government backed it and eventually the business was 
able to trade out of trouble.

At one point, INCAT supplied 40% of the worlds’ 
fast ferry production and have sold vessels all over 
the world, including to the US Military. This is still a 
successful business today, although not employing as 
many people as in its boom times. Bob Clifford has 
received many awards including Tasmanian of the Year 
in 1988, Honorary Degrees in various fields for his work 
in engineering, and is highly regarded around the world 
for his expertise.

Perhaps the world would know little of Bob 
Clifford if circumstances had not played out as they 
did, but he was given the opportunity and he rose to 
the occasion and fully deserves the success he has 
achieved.

TOP: MV Rosny.
CENTRE: Ferries built by Incat.
ABOVE: $45 million vessel aground on Blackjack 
Reef outside the Derwent River.
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BAD TIMES IN AMERICA
woRdS JOE KEILY  |  QF6

For years afterwards, that is how my three children referred to their 10,000-kilometre west coast 
road trip. All of school age between thirteen and six, they enjoyed their extended September 
holidays over five weeks in 1997, and we love to reminisce about who did what to whom, where and 
when ...

QF15 landed in Los Angeles and we upgraded to our chariot for the next six weeks, an eight 
seater green Ford Windstar. Following a jet lagged drive up the Californian coast, a Motel 6 awaited 
us in Santa Barbara. For those who haven’t had the pleasure, Motel 6 is a budget chain with single 
room accommodation, reasonably priced but lacking privacy. Refreshed by a swim and with AAA 
providing maps, accommodation guide and a polystyrene Esky, we set sail. Unfortunately, the USA 
was enduring its worst drought ever and we rolled into San Simeon where our children, Nicholas, 
Jessica and Andrew desperately needed down time in the heated pool. This was the second of our 
twenty-four homes in America.
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Traffic jams slowed our progress along the spectacular Big Sur coast before arriving in 
Monterey. Shopping was on the agenda, with Nikes top of the list. Jess unfortunately bought two 
left feet, so the next morning we exchanged Jessie’s shoe before a wharf visit with friendly sea-lions 
and otters. Both Andy and Jess managed to score bird droppings on them.

Crystal clear weather awaited us in San Francisco and I dropped Heather at the tourist 
information centre. They were extremely helpful and put us onto the Grant Hotel in Bush St. Our first 
American hotel with an impressive red carpet roll, and joy of joy, a lift to take us up the five floors. 
To mum’s horror, I took Jess up to the fire escape on the roof and Andy was bitten by a German 
shepherd on the street. After three sleepless nights worrying about feeding a family of five, I’d had 
enough! I found a drug store and purchased a single electric burner, frying pan and pot! We then 
survived on one pot meals for the remainder of our tour (put the kids off Beef Stroganoff for life!)

We crossed the Golden Gate with mum exhorting the kids to look up from their Game-Boys 
as they were missing out on history. Planning the trip, we decided to link up the big National Parks 
of the West Coast and find accommodation on our way. I opted for the scenic route paralleling 
the coast via Fort Bragg. With rugged cliffs overlooking dirty grey beaches caused by the drought 
which therefore prevented the rivers from flushing out. Andy was car sick and we luckily found the 
Redwoods River Resort, beds for all, cooking facilities and we had our first decent home cooked 
meal, Chicken Tonight with three vegetables. Morning activities included a highway run for me, 
family pool and table tennis fun, and Heather’s first laundry.

We couldn’t find 
the famous drive-through 
redwood, so lunched at 
Patrick’s Point State Park. 
The ocean headland was 
a beautiful background for 
an outdoor wedding. Jess 
and I shared a particularly 
poignant moment with the 
clumsy father of the bride 
adjusting his daughter’s dress 
as they both perspired in the 
40-degree heat. Entering 
Crescent City on dusk, 
navigator Joe took a wrong 
turn and smoke started to 
rise from Heather. Eventually 
we located a two-bedroom 
KOA campground log cabin, 
perched among the ginormous redwoods. Beef stew for dinner followed by ice-cream if the store 
hadn’t been closed.

The happy littler campers drove past the Douglas fir and seal-covered headlands of the 
Oregon coast, until the flashing blue and red lights of a State Trooper appeared behind. Mild panic 
set in as I could see my plight, but fortunately I got off with a warning. The speed limit was 55 not 
65 as in California.

Nick and Jess scored a 30-minute ride on beach dune buggies, while Andy, Heather and I 
battled it out at Putt Putt. We had decided we would reward the kids with occasional treats, hence 
the dune buggies. Our nest that night was the Sundown Motel, a run down eight-unit motel, with 

ABOVE: Nick and Jess at Patrick Point, California.
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single rooms on the main highway. Its saving grace was a beautiful lawn and driftwood covered grey 
sandy beach. The lady owner inspired us to collect driftwood for a fire on the beach. She supplied 
the sausages for a weenie roast and Nick took charge of the fire.
westport
We declared today a rest day from the rigours of the road. Fair weather saw an idyllic day spent 
doing homework in our kitschy motel, watching Disney on Cable, interrupted by soccer on the 
beach. Heather and I spent an increasing amount of time organising accommodation and kids’ 
activities. The Oregon Coast had been a bonus, as we hadn’t known what to expect.
Seattle
A huge driving day via Seal 
Rocks minus seals saw us 
arriving at a rather boring motel 
sandwiched between two 
huge concrete mall car parks. 
Too depressing for words! Our 
children however, remained 
curiously unaffected by their 
surroundings and wallowed 
amid empty McDonald’s 
containers, glued to Cable TV. 
Next morning, we enjoyed our 
continental breakfast prior to a 
Boeing factory tour. Six-year-old 
Andy played his part beautifully 
and stretched up to the 50” 
height limit.
vancouver
Our chosen route to Canada via Whidbey Island became a car-park with continual road-works. 
Arrived in Vancouver at peak hour as usual, then followed two and a half hours of pain as I drove 
endlessly through the seedier parts of town. Heather visited a drug den by mistake and I drove 
around like a Zombie. Our children showed amazing powers of coping and we finished the night 
with a body building competition, judged by Heather. I went to bed cheesed off with life, vowing to 
buy a tent.

It was amazing what a difference a day made. It was great to be in Canada after the 
indifference of their southern cousins. We all felt more affinity with Canadians, at least they know 
about Australia. Next morning saw all bar Nick enjoy the delights of the motel pool, although any 
spectators would have queried some styles exhibited in the races. Heather and I spent ages ringing 
around Vancouver for accommodation before a stroke of luck found us at Horseshoe Bay Motel 
where the car ferries went to Vancouver Island.

A panoramic chair-lift ride up Grouse Mountain gave all of us except Andy a black bear 
sighting. Slumber time for the Keilys. Low clouds and rain ensured a late departure. We fed the 
raccoons on our way to the aquarium, where even the orcas looked a bit tired.

A friendly Canadian hired us bikes to ride in Stanley Park. Stanley Park is a stand-out for family 
entertainment. The highlight was Jess doing an “endo” in the grass and Andy leading us all the way, 
with mum and dad following leisurely behind. All the hours riding at Albany Creek were paying off. 
Endorphins flowed and our friendly Canadian told us about the Capilano Mall where we purchased 
Levi’s for the boys. We found it so cute that Andy described each unit we stayed in as Home. Fish 

ABOVE: Nick, Andy and Jess at Seal Rocks on the Oregon Coast.
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and chips takeaways that night was a complete 
disaster. I got the hunter gathering wrong, upset 
the lady of the house and the boys were banished 
to the freezing night.
little fort 
After a much needed respite at Horseshoe Bay 
we drove 460km to Little Fort, where we had 
pre-booked. A grassy field on the banks of the 
North Thompson River with a Putt Putt course 
welcomed us. I was amazed the owners of these 
small motels didn’t seem to be too interested 
outside their own patch, or maybe they lost 
interest in the multitudes of transients. Next 
morning, I joined Heather for a five degree walk, 
which unfortunately only followed the highway. 
Nick stole a final mini-golf game in the cold, dewy 
morning.

One of the problems we had living so 
close, was finding somewhere private to sulk. 
Heather tried the toilet after the fish and chip 
fiasco, as it was raining outside. Eventually we all 
watched TV together with her excluding herself 
from company. Jess tried sulking in the toilet 
that morning but was evicted by her newspaper 

reading father.
Jasper
Our road into Jasper National 
Park was quick and empty 
with the Windstar mostly on 
cruise control. Our Lake Patricia 
accommodation was (surprise, 
surprise) a luxury bungalow. 
Out of skiing season rates gave 
us a large fridge, cooking and 
eating facilities and two rooms, 
all unheard of extras on our trip 
thus far. Heather was a little 
homebody using every appliance 
as expansively as possible. A 
cooked breakfast, thanks Dad, 
welcomed us the next morning.

Outside the plate glass 
windows, elks were chasing 

each other round and round our cabin and we sat glued to the dining room table watching elk 
butting heads. It was rutting season, and we had our private National Geographic channel! Andy 
flicked Jess’s bacon with his towel into the sink. Capital sin! Keeping up fitness levels was a chore 
on holidays, but we managed to find the community swimming centre where Jess, Nick and I did 

TOP: Capilano Suspension Bridge.
ABOVE: The Windstar at Lake Patricia near Jasper.
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our laps then had fun with the diving board, slide and baby’s toy filled pool. Heather showed her 
prowess on the monkey bars while Andy scored high for his spiral dive off the board.
banff
We were all sad to leave our bungalow for the trip south. We grew fond of places we stayed at 
for more than one day, particularly those with an elk parade for breakfast. After a bout of souvenir 
shopping we joined The Iceland’s Parkway to Banff. We expected a treat and got it. Heather tried 
gallantly to lift her kids’ eyes from their Game Boys to the magnificent towering snow-capped 
Rockies, rushing eye level streams amid weeping Aspens. Unfortunately, like so many tourists 
around the world, they were suffering travel overload. They rejected the most beautiful sights as 
they had endured too much. Snowflakes fell as we made the mandatory hike onto the Athabasca 
Glacier, and we were intrigued by the tourist buses on the glacier. Too cold for lunch so we bought 
a loaf of rainbow-coloured bread to eat by Peyton Lake, an unusual shade of blue caused by the silt 
sediment only reflecting the blue/green colours and filtering out the rest.

We had our act together now and I pulled into the tourist info at 4:50pm. They suggested 
Tunnel Mountain Chalets for an expensive $89.50 / night. Heather’s jaw dropped as her Scrooge 
Husband agreed and off we went. The clerk at the chalet was from Jindalee and the kids were in 
raptures with our two storey Condo: kitchen, fridge, two TVs, whirlpool bath and fireplace. Nick 
didn’t have much luck fire starting, but scored much better at the liquor shop with a mini Canadian 
Club football.

Watching him change from a totally pissed off 13-year-old in this magic wonderland to a rapt 
child sleeping in front of the dying fire with his new toy made travelling worthwhile. Heather and 
I continued on our early walk routine while the kids slumbered. Jess and Andy loved the solitude 
of their upstairs room while Nick contentedly watched his private TV in his fire-side sofa bed. This 
Chalet was proving a success. I didn’t know how we would cope with cabins and one room motels 
again.
St Mary
It was difficult prying the kids from the pool to continue south. Drove the quicker route for a change 
and left the Rockies for the flat Albertan plains listening to “Play School” tapes. Crossing the 
border into the USA, we picked up two bottles of Captain Morgan rum. Glacier National Park was a 
disappointment due to snow closing the “Going to the Sun Road”. We discovered a dog box one 
bedroom Red Eagle Motel operated by the Blackfoot Indians. A dramatic change back to communal 
living again. Andrew’s mini micro cars were strewn in one corner, Jess and Dad entered diaries in 
opposite corners, while Heather and Nick battled doing Geography. The rum went down well as 
gale force winds whipped outside. Unfortunately, the cramped conditions got to us all and the boys 
started the amusing game of jumping from bed to bed beside Heather cooking dinner. Mayhem 
began and ended with Heather evicting the boys to the blizzard outside.



37    |    Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine

bozeman
Unfortunately, the pass was still closed by snow drifts so we tried to keep pace with the local 
Montanans on the roads. They decided in their wisdom to remove the speed limit from their roads 
and the road toll had increased dramatically over two years. A pleasant night in Days Inn followed, 
with two double beds, cable TV, spa and breakfast for $50 US. Free breakfast excited us all. Funny 
how everyone’s mood waxed and waned with the quality of accommodation.

It’s always a surprise walking in American cities to find there are no pavements.  A relaxing 
morning was spent doing chores and shopping while the TV babysat the kids. A late checkout 
preceded a leisurely drive along the Yellowstone River. Mammoth Hot Springs was ticked off before 
heading to West Yellowstone, a classic of American kitsch, street after street of pukey log cabins and 
frontier style shops. We eventually chose one of the least offensive and settled in for the night.
yellowstone n.p.
After the disappointment of West 
Yellowstone, Heather and I gave up 
our nightly accommodation officer 
role to number one son, Nick. On 
his second attempt, he hit pay dirt 
with the Best Western at Gardiner: 
horses, indoor pool and spa, and 
cable for $52. Nick, you’ve got a job 
for life! Parts of Yellowstone were 
a disappointment following the 
devastation of the 1988 bush fires, 
which destroyed 70% of the forests. 
That soon changed as snow began to 
fall and the blackened charred trees 
became a winter wonderland. We all 
played out our childhood fantasies 
building snowmen and having 
snowball fights and even managed to see Old Faithful erupt before leaving the park.
Jackson hole
We arrived in Jackson around 6pm, tired, grumbly and gritty eyed from the unexpected driving 
delays. Found a room at the Virginian Lodge on our second try. With two bedrooms and a kitchen, 
we allowed ourselves three nights. Heather and I started off on a minus two degree walk around 
Jackson. The pavement wove through an interesting mix of western facades competing with 
suburbia, spiced with the knowledge we wouldn’t return. Heather used her bakery radar and we 
returned with fresh rolls for our bacon and eggs. The kids were watching TV from their cosy beds.

We watched spellbound from our window as flocks of Canadian Geese landed in the paddock 
next door, spelled for a few hours, then reformed overhead and disappeared southwards. Teton 
National Park was next, where the glacial snow-capped range dominate the skyline. Buck and rail 
fences, pronghorn antelopes, deer and a coyote impressed and we took photos of the Church of 
the Transfiguration in front of the Tetons. Back at the hotel, Heather and I enjoyed the western 
ambience at the bar. You miss talking with the locals on family trips, however, we had our famous 
spaghetti bolognaise for dinner. Toasting bread and cooking meals on a one burner ring is an art 
form we had acquired.

A violent clap of thunder woke us to soft snow falling. Confused by tipping, Heather received 
a motherly hug for a three-dollar tip. Slivering beside the Snake River, entering Idaho in continual 

ABOVE: Fun in the snow at Yellowstone.
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snow flurries, enthralled with the picture postcard scenes, we wondered how people endured their 
winters here.
provo
Utah had a spectacular introduction with enormous salt lakes on the right and a huge towering 
escarpment on the left. Lunch was at McDonald’s Tremonton, which suited us especially on wintry 
days. Huge indoor playground for the kids, while mum and dad enjoyed a free newspaper with their 
tea, coffee and burgers. Arrival in Provo was at 4pm, a great start, as we were not rushed. Today we 
decided to take the first motel we found. Heather and I ducked into the bookstore for a novel, but 
unfortunately it was all Church of the Latter Day Saints religious material. 
bryce Canyon n.p.
An overzealous cleaning lady had us on 
our way early and we drove through the 
snow flakes at 75 miles per hour. Lunch 
was sandwiches in the car, as it was 
again too cold outside and we motored 
into Ruby’s Inn at 3pm. As it was a 
bright afternoon, we elected to see the 
magnificent orange and pink stalagmites 
of Bryce in bitingly cold winds. We 
sprinted from warm car to cold lookouts 
saying OOH – look at the view. AAH – 
it’s freezing. Back at the motel, I took 
the kids to the heated pool where the 
outside temperature was one degree.

Columbus Day had the males off 
for an ATV (all-terrain vehicle) ride. Nick 
was able to sign a waiver to avoid the 16-year-old minimum requirement and followed his guide, 
Brett, manfully on his own ATV. His big grin only lasted four minutes when Nick stopped with frozen 
fingers and Brett (bless his heart) gave Nick his gloves. Andy riding pillion with me, put his hands 
under my jacket to keep warm and pronounced it OK. Heather and Jess went for a walk through 
Fairyland and returned enthusiastic.
grand Canyon n.p.
The subtly changing coloured desert landscapes were a joy, as we thought as Australians we 
knew enough about deserts. A dose of American deserts soon showed us how naive we had 
been. Accommodation was basic in an ex-dam construction worker’s hut, but proved to be a 
memorable night with a family nose picking competition.

Driving out through Lake Powell Dam the next morning had us buying souvenir dream 
catchers from the Indians, before spending the night in Williams Arizona (famously on Route 66), 50 
miles south of Grand Canyon N.P. Compulsory buses have now been introduced, but in those days 
we were able to picnic sitting on the canyon rock wall. Amazing!

Heather was determined to walk into the canyon on Bright Angel Track where Jess and I were 
on collision course with a Big Horn sheep ram. The mule trains returning from the canyon floor 
invaded our personal space. It was a truly magnificent tourist day, where the grandeur of the site, 
coupled with perfect weather, made the whole trip worthwhile.
las vegas
We broke our record leaving early and after a quick al fresco lunch on the wall of Hoover Dam, 
motored into Las Vegas. I had booked a room at the Flamingo Hilton and we waltzed in with eyes 

ABOVE: Nick, Andy and Jess at Bryce Canyon.
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popping out of our heads at the splendour of the place. Unfortunately, I had been told the wrong 
place and we retired to the slightly down-market Las Vegas Hilton, berated by my whole family. The 
statue of Elvis did not impress them, nor Dad insisting we go to our twentieth floor room, laden with 
Eskies and bags, avoiding the hotel valets with outstretched palms. After a refreshing swim and a 
game of mini-golf, we donned our limited wardrobes and drove the “Strip” with our heads bobbing 
from side to side as if watching a tennis match. We had our first evening meal out at Denny’s before 
watching the light show at Treasure Island and Mirage. Heather and I popped in to play the slots for 
five dollars to appease her friends at home.
los Angeles
We didn’t motor stately into big L.A, but spluttered in, as we found a market (Mexican), too much 
traffic and our final stop, Parkside Inn and Suites. I felt mixed emotions watching my kids experience 
Disneyland 17 years after I had. I was enchanted seeing sheer unadulterated joy on their faces. Of 
course they insisted on having photos with all the cartoon characters and the queues weren’t that 
long. Nick, our eldest, still loved involvement in kiddie things, and both he and Jess were miffed at 
being too old for “Goofy’s Jump House”. We reluctantly dragged ourselves home at the 7pm gate 
closure.

Decidedly less tension in the air on day two at Disneyland. Experienced campaigners now, we 
did the trendy rides twice, whipped across to Tomorrowland to repeat yesterday’s best two rides and 
then saddled up to the Golden Horseshoe Stage for lunch with Billy and the Hillbillies. Speak no ill 
of Disneyland to me. As Andy would say, “it gives me a tingling feeling in my doodle!”

After five weeks driving around the USA we joined the happy throng of families from Boise, 
Baltimore and Bellingham, brash young foreign backpackers and Asians of all varieties losing their 
composure and “zippitty-do-daa-ing” down the franchised streets. “Yes Virginia, there is a Santa 
Claus” and he lives in Anaheim; the best of American kitsch.

Our last evening was spent reading each other’s diaries out loud and finishing our travelling 
food, macaroni cheese. Next morning, we spent a frustrating time on the freeway to Universal 
Studios, with Nick starring at Nickelodeon before returning to LAX to dump our Windstar at Hertz. 
Five tired, dirty Keilys lined up again for standby duty. Once again we made it by the skin of our 
teeth!

Best holiday ever? We’ll wait for the next one before deciding, although Heather now ensures 
our accommodation is pre-booked through Airbnb or Booking.com!
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Qf6’s Marine Rescue Services
Each year, Coast Guard Mooloolaba’s volunteers respond 
to numerous calls for assistance at sea. These calls 
include EPIRB and Mayday activations, search and rescue 
operations, medical evacuations, assisting sinking and 
grounded vessels, towing disabled vessels and escorting 
vessels into Mooloolaba Harbour. 
Rescue vessels & Areas of operation
We operate three fully equipped rescue vessels  to cover 
inshore and offshore operational areas including local rivers 
and generally providing assistance up to 25nm from Point 
Cartwright.
Rescue boat Crew
This is the “coal face” of our operations. If you’ve ever had 
to call for assistance, these are the people you’re glad to 
see. Rescue boat operations include deck hand duties, 
radio operations, navigation, helmsman duties and Search 
and Rescue operations.

Like all activities requiring training, you start at 
the bottom as a trainee and progress through the ratings 
starting as a Competent Crewman or woman. The sky’s 
the limit from there, and with commitment and ongoing 
training, you can achieve coxswain rating, skippering 
rescue vessels.

Whatever the rating, our volunteers train 
continuously to obtain and maintain a high standard of 
competency, both on and off the water, day and night, in 
all areas of operation.
Radio Communications
This is our “bread and butter” operation; it’s what we do 

7 days a week, 365 days a year. A team of volunteer base 
radio operators maintain a “listening watch” on marine 
radio frequencies 24 hours a day. If a boatie calls for help, 
the radio operators are usually the first point of contact. 
Radio coverage extends to VHF, 27 MHz and phone. 
fundraising Activities
This is the “lifeblood” of our operation for, without funds, 
we could not continue to provide our rescue service to 
local boaties.

We receive very little government funding - only 
$24,000 per year. The rest of our operating budget 
is earned through fundraising and donations, so the 
Fundraising Team is a vitally important part of our 
operations. Fundraising activities including selling raffle 
tickets at Cotton Tree and Fisherman’s Road markets, as 
well as other approved locations, BBQs selling sausage 
sandwiches and drinks at Bunnings Maroochydore and 
other opportunities for fundraising that arise. It’s often said 
that “many hands make light work” and this is especially so 
of fundraising.
Administration
These people are the “backbone” of our team, for 
without their leadership, guidance and support, the rest 
of the organisation would find it difficult to operate. 
Administration roles include general administration, 
operations, financial management, training, data entry, 
stores and provisioning, repairs and maintenance, 
Workplace Health and Safety, media relations and flotilla 
publications ... the list is not quite endless, but there are 
plenty of tasks for which volunteers are always required.

The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard is a voluntary organisation committed to saving lives at 
sea by providing emergency assistance to vessels in need.

Regular Membership
QF6 Coast Guard Mooloolaba

“Join the Team”

Are you looking for a new challenge? would 
you like to help your community? would you 
like to learn new skills? do you have spare 
time? if the answer is yeS, Coast guard 
Mooloolaba needs you!

Being part of a team that saves lives at sea 
gives our volunteers an immense amount of 
satisfaction and a real sense of achievement. If 
you would like to be part of the Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba team, call 5444 3222 or visit our 
Base at 65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba.
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The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard is a voluntary 
organisation providing emergency and other 
assistance to vessels in need. In order to maintain 
our vessels and to continue providing this service, 
it is necessary for our organisation to raise the 
required funds by conducting fundraising events in 
the community.

Coast Guard Mooloolaba operates three fully 
equipped rescue vessels. Our Aim is to promote 
safety in the operation of small craft in Mooloolaba 
and surrounding areas by guarding our coastline 
in the most effective way, initially by education, 
example and examination and finally by search and 
rescue.

Each year, Coast Guard Mooloolaba 
volunteers make numerous rescues, including 
assisting sinking vessels, vessels that have run 
aground, towing broken down vessels and escorting 
vessels into Mooloolaba Harbour. Taking out a Coast 
Guard Supporter Subscription for an annual fee of 
$75.00, $50.00 for a second vessel and $25.00 for 
a third vessel (all fees include GST), will give you 

peace of mind for not only yourself, but also for your 
family. Becoming a Coast Guard Supporter entitles 
you to the following benefits:
•		A	call	sign	(MBA	number)	identifying	you	as	a
  Mooloolaba-based member’s vessel
•		Subscription	benefits	details	and	a	Supporter	

sticker for your vessel
•		Recorded	details	of	boat/trailer/home	contacts
•		Radio	coverage	from	all	Coast	Guard	radio	bases	

around Australia
•		Support,	rescue	and	assistance,	training	and	

information on a wide range of topics
•		Opportunities	to	attend	discounted	LROCP,	AWQ,	

First Aid and CPR courses
•		Reciprocal	membership	with	all	other	Queensland	

Coast Guard Flotillas
•		FREE	assistance	within	25nm	of	Point	Cartwright	

or from any other Queensland Flotilla
We look forward to your valued subscription.  

Please contact the Base on 5444 3222 for more 
information on how to become a supporter.





To apply to become a Volunteer Member of QF6 Coast 
Guard Mooloolaba, complete the enquiry form below and 
post to Coast Guard Mooloolaba (Attention: Commander), 
65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba Qld 4557 or drop it in to the 
Base at Parkyn Parade.
Name:  ______________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________

__________________________ P/Code:  __________________

Telephone:  __________________________________________

Email:  _______________________________________________

There are two options to become a QF6 Supporter:
1.  Got to the following website - https://coastguard.
com.au/marine-assist/ - and complete the form. OR
2.  Come to QF6 headquarters to fill in the required 
on-line form.

Upon completing your form, you will receive 
your call sign (MBA number) and Supporter package in 
the mail.

For Volunteer Membership applications, upon 
returning the application form, you will be contacted 
to arrange a time for an interview, after which your 
application will be processed.

We look forward to welcoming new 
Volunteer Members and Coast Guard Supporters 
to QF6 and hope it will be the start of a long and 
mutually satisfying association with a fully volunteer 
organisation providing a vital service supporting the 
boating public using our local waterways.

Please send me an enquiry form
for volunteer membership

Coast Guard … Join the Team

CoAST GUARD SUPPoRTER 
SUBSCRIPTIoN

QF6 Coast Guard Mooloolaba

BECOME A COAST GUARD VOLUNTEER OR SUPPORTER

We need your support today ... you may need ours tomorrow



42    |    Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine

QF21 SANDY 
STRAIT•

QF17 TIN CAN BAY
•

QF5 NOOSA •

QF6 MOOLOOLABA •

QF4 CALOUNDRA •

Qf21 SAndy StRAit
Base: Phone 07 4129 8141  |  Fax 07 4129 8907
Email: operations.qf21@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 341, Maryborough, QLD 4650
Location: 126 Eckert Rd, Boonooroo
Hours of Operation: 0700 - 1800 daily  |  1800 - 0700 Duty Skipper on call
Radio Call Sign: VMR421 or Coast Guard Sandy Strait
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 80, 82  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: Great Sandy Strait south to Kauri Creek and north to McKenzie’s Jetty; 
Mary River up to the Barrage

Qf17 tin CAn bAy
Base: Phone - 07 5486 4290  |  Fax - 07 5486 4568  |  Mob - 0419 798 651
Email: operations.qf17@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 35, Tin Can Bay, QLD 4580
Location: In the boat ramp car park, Norman Point at 25° 54’ S / 153° 00’ E
Hours of Operation: 0600 - 1800 daily
Radio Call Sign: VMR417 or Coast Guard Tin Can Bay
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 67, 80, 82  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: Tin Can Inlet & adjacent creeks; Great Sandy Strait north to S38; 
Offshore waters north to Indian Head, south to Double Island Point & 50nm to seaward

Qf5 nooSA
Base: Phone - 07 5474 3695  |  Emergencies - 07 5449 7670
Email: fao.qf5@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 274, Tewantin, QLD 4565 
Location: Russell St, Munna Point in the Noosa River Caravan Park
Hours of Operation: 24/7  |  365 days
Radio Call Sign: VMR405 or Coast Guard Noosa
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 22, 80  |  27MHz 88, 91
Operational Area: The entire Noosa River and its lakes; Offshore waters north to Double 
Island Point, south to Point Arkwright & 50nm to seaward

Qf6 MooloolAbA
Base: Phone - 07 5444 3222
Email: operations.qf6@coastguard.com.au
Post: 65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba, QLD 4557
Location: In the boat ramp carpark, 65 Parkyn Parade at 26° 41.1’ S / 153° 07.6’ E
Hours of Operation: 365 days 0600 - 2200  |  2200 - 0600 Night watch (CH 16)
Administration Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 0800 - 1200
Radio Call Sign: VMR406 or Coast Guard Mooloolaba
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 21, 22, 67, 73, 80, 81  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: North to Point Arkwright, south to Point Cartwright & 50nm to seaward

Qf4 CAloundRA
Base: Phone 07 5491 3533  |  Fax 07 5491 7516
Email: operations.qf4@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 150, Caloundra, QLD 4551
Location: Tripcony Lane, Caloundra off Maloja Avenue
Hours of Operation: Weekdays 0530 - 1200  |  Weekends/Public Holidays 0530-1700
Radio Call Sign: VMR404 or Coast Guard Caloundra
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 73  |  27MHz 88, 91
Operational Area: Offshore waters north to Point Cartwright, south to approximately 
halfway down Bribie Island & 40nm to seaward

SUNSHINE CoAST
FLoTILLA CoNTACTS
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