
1    |    Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine

Autumn 2020

IN THIS ISSUE ...
QF6 News   |   Community News   |   QF6 Assists   |   Marine Radio Issues
Reef Pilots   |   Avoiding Ships   |   Wreck of the Quest   |   Bit O’ Fluff
Thinking of Our Diggers   |   Unofficial Charts   |   Mooloolaba Tides



2    |    Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine



3    |    Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine

PUBLISHING INFORMATION
Rescue Mooloolaba is published 
quarterly by QF6 Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba.

Print copies are available from 
QF6 Mooloolaba. Please contact 
the flotilla.

Rescue Mooloolaba is available via 
download. Visit the flotilla’s page 
on the Coast Guard website at 
www.coastguard.com.au/news/.

For advertising enquiries, please 
contact the Editor.

EDITOR: 
Richard Choroszewski
E: richard.choroszewski@
coastguard.com.au

Disclaimer: Whilst every care is 
taken by the Editor to minimise 
errors, no responsibility is 
accepted for the accuracy or 
otherwise of contributions 
made by AVCGA members, 
and the information, images, 
illustrations, promotions and 
advertisements contained herein. 
Opinions expressed in articles 
in this publication are those of 
the authors. All content in this 
publication is published with the 
consent and approval of the QF6 
Flotilla Commander.

© Copyright QF6 Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba, 2020

Visit QF6 on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/
coastguardmooloolabaQF6

Visit Coast Guard on the web:
www.coastguard.com.au

fROM
THE

EDITOR
with Richard Choroszewski - Editor

Well, I’m still stuck in the UK and the Commander has again had 
to take the helm with this edition of the magazine. Hopefully, I 
will be back sometime this year to enjoy the warm weather of the 
Sunshine Coast.

More great articles and details about what QF6 has been up 
to over the last three months or so. Thanks again to all those who 
contributed and if anyone out there has an interesting nautical 
story that they would like to share, please contact the Commander.

The Mooloolaba Rescue magazine relies on our advertisers 
to cover the cost of production, so thanks to you all. Please 
support the businesses that support QF6 when you can. Also, if 
there are any businesses out there who would like to put an advert 
in the magazine, contact the Commander. 

I hope you enjoy the Autumn edition, either the hard copy 
black and white version, or check out the colour version at https://
coastguard.com.au/flotilla/qf6-mooloolaba/ and at the bottom of 
the page select the issue you would like to view.
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COMManDER’s Call

with Ian Hunt - Commander

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Mooloolaba Rescue magazine. Due to our Editor’s absence, 
I have had the pleasure once again of chasing up articles and being the editor. It takes a lot of effort 
to produce the magazine and I thank all those who have contributed and those who are involved in 
producing and distributing it.

QF6 is looking forward to another busy 12 months with a predicted increase in new volunteers 
joining and increased numbers of assists, search and rescues, medevacs and ashes scatterings. At our 
first Recruit Night for the year, we had 30 attend with 16 joining, which is a great result. Of the 48 who 
joined us last year, 39 are still volunteers, which shows that we’re doing something right. Our Marine 
Assist Supporter numbers are also still increasing with over 1,600 boaties supporting us. The method of 
joining via the online address of https://coastguard.com.au/marine-assist/ is now the primary means of 
joining as a Supporter. A reminder that to help those with more than one vessel, we have implemented 
a new fee structure, which reduces the cost of a second vessel to $50 and $25 for a third, with the cost 
of the first vessel still only $75.

We are now in the full swing of using Trip Watch as our vessel logging system. Hopefully, 
there are fewer delays in getting boaties logged on and off. Thankfully, the scam email issue that we 
experienced late last year seems to have ceased. If anyone gets an email from operations.qf6 that looks 
dodgy, just delete it without opening. If in doubt please give us a call.

Over the last three months, we have been successful with two major grants from the Safer 
Communities Program, through Andrew Wallace MP, and the Gambling Community Benefits Fund for 
new suspension seats for Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, and an upgrade of our HQ camera and recording 
system, respectively. The camera system will provide us with clearer videos and the ability to scan areas 
around our building. This facility will also provide better information to the Police, Boating and Fisheries 
and the Harbour Controller, who often request access to our video recordings. You can read about 
these grants in this edition. 

We are also on the verge of installing a VHF radio on the Radar Tower at Pt Cartwright for our 
Working Channel 73 and a Pan/Tilt/Zoom camera that we can monitor from our Radio Room. Once 
operational, this equipment will give us enhanced communications coverage and a means of providing 
real-time information about the bar conditions to our boating public.

Apart from Bill Asher’s regular Boating Safety Report on WIN News every Friday at around 
6.30PM and my weekly Friday Boating and Weather Report on FM104.9 at 4.30PM, Helen Browne is 
now taking a morning video of the Mooloolah River entrance as a further aid to boaties who might be 
thinking of heading out for the day. As a further aid, we include a marine forecast summary from BOM 
with each video. These videos are posted on our Facebook Page – Coast Guard Mooloolaba QF6, so 
jump on and “Like” our page and check out the videos and other information that we put on the page.

Thank you again to all those organisations, businesses, supporters and members of the public 
who continue to support us by either buying raffle tickets or a sausage or providing discounts to our 
volunteers and Supporters, such as you will read about in this edition. 

Until next time – safe boating and please remember “If in doubt, don’t go out”.

https://coastguard.com.au/marine-assist/
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fROM THE DfC

with Rod Ashlin - Deputy Commander

We have continued to be busy over the summer period with calls for assistance consistent with what 
we have come to expect as normal, with the number of calls increasing considerably over the last 
couple of years. No doubt the increase in people living in our area has much to do with this and why 
would you not want to live here if you can?  Fortunately, the spate of search and rescue activations 
has declined, as we do not want to see lives lost while enjoying our on water activities. 

Our vessels are in top condition and along with crews, are ready to respond to any request for 
assistance. Our membership continues to grow at both supporter and volunteer levels, but we are a 
little down on active Radio Operators, so if anyone feels they have the time to give to this essential 
service we would like to hear from you. Running a reliable and committed radio and communication 
service 24 hours a day and 365 days a year takes quite a bit of organisation and commitment.

Our fundraising teams have been working hard at helping to raise funds and I would like to 
thank all our members for the help and support they give to this which is essential to keep our 
Flotilla vibrant and progressive. The positive support we get from the public who recognise that we 
have to find ways to generate the vast majority of funds from our own resources is very encouraging.

As mentioned by the Commander, we have a couple of projects underway to improve our 
capabilities, as well as a project to install a shade roof over our outdoor patio area to make it more 
user-friendly, and to provide a better cover for our roller door. This project has met with delays, but 
we are confident that we will make it happen soon.

The next major project we are already planning for is a major refurbishment of our primary 
rescue vessel Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue. This vessel is almost 7.5 years old and the State 
Government gives some financial assistance for primary vessels at this age. This vessel is high profile 
on our waterways and is in constant use ensuring the safety of the boating public over a wide area. 
We believe it is important to keep this vessel not only capable of all that is asked of it, but looking 
the part as well. As some people have remarked, if you were in trouble and you saw this vessel 
approaching you would be confident that your problems were solved.

To this end, we plan to complete a repaint of the topsides, superstructure and deck and 
replace our electronics package, which has served well but is approaching its use by date. There are 
a number of other smaller upgrades we will undertake at the time to ensure this vessel remains in 
top condition for the next 7.5 years. We are hoping to do this in July and will be endeavouring to 
ensure that the vessel is off-line for the shortest time possible.

Enjoy your time on the water.
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OPERATIONS REPORT

with Lee Campbell - Operations Officer

A summary of our operations over the last three months is as follows:
December 2019
Received 17 calls for assistance, assisting 41 people on board and saved $618,000 of community 
boating assets:
•	 Two 9m yachts tangled together in the free anchorage area and began to drift.  Mooloolaba 

Rotary Rescue (MRR) and Rotary III (RIII) responded and separated and repositioned the vessels 
to the public pontoon with the authority of the Harbour Controller.

•	 A 9m sailing vessel was repositioned from the public pontoon to the free anchorage area with 
the authority of the Harbour Controller.

•	 Assisted the daughter of a deceased yachtsman to retrieve personal effects from a vessel.
•	 A 6m vessel with battery issues was towed from 19nm East of Pt Cartwright to the CG ramp.
•	 A 5m vessel with a flat battery was towed from the Gneerings shoal to the CG ramp.
•	 The Harbour Controller authorised the relocation of a 9m derelict vessel.
•	 A trawler with engine issues requested assistance from the Gneering shoals to De Brett’s Wharf.
•	 Assisted the brother of a deceased yachtsman to retrieve personal effects from the vessel.
•	 Assisted a commercial 13.7m vessel experiencing starter motor problems from 12nm SE of Pt 

Cartwright to the fishing wharves.
•	 A 14m yacht experiencing engine issues in moderate seas was assisted from 9.5Nm North of Pt 

Cartwright to Lawrie’s Marina for repairs.
•	 Assist a 6m vessel with insufficient fuel from 1 NM off the entrance to the CG Ramp.
•	 Assisted a 6.1m vessel with engine issues from the Barwon Banks to the CG Ramp.
•	 A jet ski with two people ran aground on Old Woman Island, with both people suffering injuries. 

Transferred to MRR by Surf Life Saving for treatment and transportation to QAS at the public 
pontoon.

•	 Assisted an 8.3m vessel from 3nm Nth of Point Cartwright to a pontoon in a canal. 
•	 Assist vessel from 1nm East of Maroochydore to the CG ramp. 
•	 Towed a jet ski from the Mooloolaba Surf club area to its home pontoon.
•	 Assisted a 10.3m yacht anchored with engine failure in the river and towed it to the Penny Lane 

public pontoon.
January 2020
Responded to 8 calls for assistance, assisting 20 people on board and saved $825,000 of community 
boating assets:
•	 Assisted a 4.7m vessel from 6.5nm East of Point Cartwright and towed it to the CG ramp.
•	 A jet ski was reported stranded by a third party 100 metres offshore from the Mooloolaba Beach 

and it was towed to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 5.2m Half Cabin vessel had engine problems approximately 10nm SSE of Pt Cartwright. The 
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vessel was towed back to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 12.5m yacht could not lower the mainsail due to mechanical failure. QF6 attended with crew 

experienced in yachting to assist. The problem could not be resolved and the vessel was escorted 
to the Mooloolaba Marina.

•	 An 18m cruiser called when 15nm Nth of Point Cartwright to advise that the steering had failed 
and they required assistance to enter the harbour. MRR met the vessel approximately 1nm north 
of the river entrance and towed the vessel back to the Mooloolaba Marina emergency pontoon.

•	 A vessel had fuel pump failure and was towed from 8nm East of Point Cartwright to the public 
pontoon at the CG ramp.

•	 Assisted a 15m sailing catamaran with steering and engine problems from Flinders Reef back to 
the Mooloolaba Marina.

•	 A 5.7m vessel with engine issues requested assistance from 2nm NE of Pt Cartwright to the CG 
ramp.

February 2020
Responded to 13 calls for assistance and 1 Search and Rescue activation; assisting 22 people on 
board and saved $1,407,000 of community boating assets:
•	 A 7m vessel with steering issues was towed from 2Nm NE of OWI to the CG ramp.
•	 A 4m vessel with engine problems was towed from the Inner Gneerings to the CG ramp.
•	 A 10m vessel with engine issues requested assistance from the river entrance to its home 

pontoon in the canals.
•	 A 7m vessel became grounded near the McKenzie’s Beach ramp, RIII assisted the vessel to the 

public pontoon at McKenzie’s Beach and secured it.
•	 Assisted an 11.5m yacht grounded in the duck pond and stood by while it anchored and was 

secured.
•	 SAR for a missing person in the Maroochy River - Person found well, on the shore not far from the 

start point.
•	 A 5m vessel with starter motor issues requested assistance from the Barwon Banks. MRR towed 

the vessel 22Nm back to the La Balsa ramp.
•	 A 6.6m vessel in the harbour experiencing engine issues was towed 500m to the CG ramp.
•	 A tender vessel had engine issues close to the surf line off the Mooloolaba Beach.  SLSC assisted 

by stabilising the vessel until MRR arrived and towed it back to its parent vessel in the river.
•	 Assisted a 14m yacht with sail issues from the harbour entrance to the free anchorage area in the 

river.
•	 A 14m sailing catamaran with engine problems required assistance and was towed from the 

Maroochy River mouth to the Mooloolaba Marina.
•	 A 13m yacht with engine problems was towed from the Mooloolaba Bay to its home pontoon in 

the canals.
•	 A 13m yacht with engine problems was towed from the river mouth to the Mooloolaba Marina 

Emergency berth. The yacht was able to start its engine, then departed without acknowledging 
our assistance.
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MARINE ASSIST REPORT

with Lee Campbell - Operations Manager

AMSA SAfety ALeRt: KApoK LIfejACKetS

Risks associated with the use of out-of-date, and dangerous kapok-filled lifejackets

This safety alert aims to raise awareness of the risks associated with the use of out of date, and 
dangerous, kapok-filled lifejackets.

Kapok-filled lifejackets with cotton straps are decades old and have not been manufactured 
since the 1980s. However, an unknown number are still being used. Kapok is a cotton-like fluff that is 
no longer used in lifejacket manufacture, because it naturally loses buoyancy over time and, if it gets 
wet, it will absorb water. Furthermore, the cotton straps rot over time, even if the lifejacket is not 
used, and will tear or break off the lifejacket when weight comes on it.

While these lifejackets may have complied with the applicable standard when they were 
manufactured, and may have the old standards logos on them, they no longer comply with the 
modern Australian Standard for lifejackets and are not fit for use on any Domestic Commercial 
Vessel (DCV).

If one of these lifejackets has successfully been used in the past, it should still be replaced as 
soon as possible and destroyed, as it will have deteriorated and might not float now. Even if these 
lifejackets are in their original packaging, have never been used and look in perfect condition, 
replace them and destroy them.
Reminder
If your vessel has any kapok-filled lifejackets, remove them from the vessel, destroy them and 
replace them with new lifejackets that meet the current standard AS 4758.1.  If you are not sure if 
your lifejackets are filled with kapok, ask your AMSA Accredited Marine Surveyor for assistance.

It is compulsory in Queensland to wear a life jacket when crossing a designated coastal bar in 
an open boat that is less than 4.8m in length. If you are under 12 years old (from 12 months old and 
up to, but not including, 12 years old) in an open boat that is less than 4.8m in length and underway.

Legislation also requires that:
•	 Boat owners or skippers must give each person on board information about where 

safety equipment is kept and clearly sign where life jackets are stowed. The labels must 
have the word ‘life jacket’ in red text on a white background or white text on a red 
background.

•	 Life jackets must comply and display information about which Australian Standard (AS) 
applies. In Queensland, the lifejacket must comply with the current standard, AS 4758.1, 
which has replaced AS 1512-1996, AS 1499-1996 and AS 2260-1996.
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MEMBERS’ NEWS

New Coast GuaRD LoGos FoR QF6

We noticed recently that our HQ Coast Guard Logos were getting very weather beaten and sun-
damaged. Brendan Kilah of Sign Attack volunteered to produce new logos for us free of charge 
and these were installed by our Building Maintenance Officer, Robert Bohn, soon after they were 
delivered.

Thanks to Sign Attack for supporting QF6 in this way, as they 
certainly smarten up our building. Sign Attack is offering a 10% 
discount to QF6 Volunteers and Marine Assist Supporters; just quote 
your QF6 Volunteer or MBA number when you call or visit them.

Ian Hunt, Commander

FAR RIGHT: Brendan Kilah 
with the new logos.

RIGHT: New logos in place 
on our HQ.

New seats FoR 
MooLooLaba RotaRy 
ResCue

Thanks to a Federal Government 
Grant through our local Federal 
Member, Andrew Wallace MP, three 
new KAB marinised suspension 
seats have been fitted to our 
primary rescue vessel Mooloolaba 
Rotary Rescue.

Thanks Andrew for your 
support of QF6 - our crews will 
certainly appreciate these great 
new seats.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6
ABOVE: The new KAB suspension seats on Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue.
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TOP: Out with the old.
ABOVE CENTRE: In with the new.
ABOVE: Ready for business.

ReCRuit NiGht

QF6 held our first Recruit 
Information Night on Wednesday 
the 19th of February, with 30 
interested people turning up to 
see what we are about and to 
see if they would like to join.  Our 
Personnel Officer, Robert Jeffery, put 
in many hours of work over the past 
three months since our last Recruit 
Night, to talk to those inquiring and 
arranging the necessary paperwork and 
presentation. Of those who came, 16 joined up, which was a good result, with 3 interested in 
becoming Radio Operators. We still need more Radio Operators and Administration staff, so if 
you are interested in either of these jobs, please give us your details for the next Recruit Night 
on the 20th of May.

This was Robert’s last Recruit Night as he is handing over the reins to Stephen Ring, so 
thanks for your efforts over the past couple of years. Thanks also to Stephen for accepting the 
role and to Glenn Douglas, Rod Ashlin and Lee Campbell for helping on the night. 

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

ABOVE: Recruit Night, February 2020

sateLLite PhoNe MaiNteNaNCe

Communications are a vital part of being able to assist 
vessels when necessary. As we are capable of going 200 
nautical miles to sea, QF6 needs more than just VHF 
radios and a 3G phone for communications. When we did 
an assist of Plastiki in 2010 from 180 nautical miles out, we 
had to scramble around and borrow a satellite phone.

So when we were designing the equipment fit out 
for Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue in 2012, we included the 
installation of a portable satellite phone in a docking 
station with an Active antenna to boost the signal due to 
the cable length from the roof to the cabin. 

Even though the satellite phone is not used “in 
anger” too often, we test it to ensure its operation. When 
it failed to work in the docking station and told us it was 
“sick” by emitting a loud squeal, investigations by myself 
and Robert Bohn identified the Active antenna as the 
culprit. At $1,000 retail these electronic gizmos are not 
cheap, but necessary. Robert volunteered to climb on 
the roof to replace the antenna, while I handed him tools 
and took the photos – the easy jobs. The satellite phone 
system is now back in business.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6
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QF6 FLotiLLa tRaiNiNG oFFiCeR’s waRDRobe

Most of the male members of Coast Guard who are married rely on their wives’ support for 
their participation in their Coast Guard activities. As the Flotilla Training Officer, Flotilla First Aid 
Trainer, Crew Skipper, BBQ Team Leader and Media Marine Weather/Safety Tips Presenter, I 
have half my wardrobe dedicated to the various Coast Guard uniforms. These include:
•	 Number 1 Rig (formal) white shirts 

x 3
•	 Navy trousers x 3
•	 Coast Guard Officer’s hat x 1
•	 Patent leather black shoes x 1 pair
•	 Number 5 Rig (informal) Coast 

Guard polo shirts x 5
•	 Navy shorts x 2
•	 Navy long socks x 5 pairs
•	 Black boating shoes x 2 pairs
•	 Coast Guard boating caps x 2
•	 Coast Guard vest x1
•	 Light jacket x1
•	 Wet weather jacket x 1

When asked why I need such an 
extensive wardrobe, I explained my 
commitments:
•	 Training Officer administration duties from 7-12 every Monday, Wednesday & Friday = 156 

days per year
•	 First Aid Trainer for Coast Guard members and members of the public = 14 courses per 

year
•	 Crew Skipper on duty every 3rd Saturday = 17 rostered Saturdays, plus up to 20 weekday 

assists/ashes scattering tasks per year
•	 BBQ team leader = 4 - 5 per year
•	 WIN News TV Marine Weather/Safety Tip presentation every Friday night = 52 times per 

year
•	 Flotilla Monthly General Meetings = 12 times per year.

 A total of 276 events requiring the wearing of the various Coast Guard Uniforms. My wife 
said I should have kept working as I was less maintenance.

Bill Asher, Training Officer, QF6

ABOVE: Bill Asher’s Coast Guard wardrobe.
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QF6 uNsuNG heRo – RoD ashLiN

I wondered if you have to have salt in your veins 
to belong to QF6 Mooloolaba, as there are many 
there who appear to, but this man I’m talking 
about really does.

As a 3 year old, living near the Huon River 
in Tasmania, he’d design his bedspread or doona 
into a boat on top of his bed and would sail away 
in his games. He went on to be in a permanent 
yacht racing crew at 11, (you can’t hold a good 
kid down), by 15 he was offshore racing and we 
are talking southern waters around Tasmania. 
He would have had some challenging races I’m 
sure. By 1966 at age 20, he started his first of 19 
Sydney-Hobart yacht races – a true “old salt”.

Rod is not new to being in the top job; 
he was running an apple growing property at 
Port Huon by the age of 22, later becoming 
Commodore of the Huon Yacht Club. They rightly 
honoured him as a Life Member when he moved 
up to the sunshine in Queensland to pursue his 
boating passion, where he and wife Judy ran the 
new Keppel Bay Marina brokerage, as well as the 
boating side at Yeppoon very successfully for nine 
years. Fortunately for Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 
he retired in 2007 and joined QF6 in 2008 to continue his love 
of boating. Although he had his Master 5 qualifications and 
huge offshore experience, he was open minded and learnt 
how Coast Guard operations worked. He qualified as a Radio 
Operator and also obtained qualifications on the boats - 
climbing up the ranks to be the Lead Skipper of Gold Sunday, 
which is his current position. He was also the Personnel Officer, 
(sadly taking over after Peter Mulder died) encouraging new 
recruits for three years and then spent another three years 
as Operations Officer and now for many years as the Deputy 
Commander. I told you he likes being at the Top - and so he 
should be. With all that experience, QF6 has a great treasure 
– fortunately not the buried kind (that was his joke) – with Rod 
being on board.

Of course, there is more to this man; he’s professionally 
delivered yachts and cruisers as far north as Indonesia and all coasts in between, designed and 
built boats, represented his State and competed twice in National Sailing Championships with 
success. He’s also sold Tasmanian Real Estate and raised a son and daughter in the Apple Isle. 
We’re so glad that he came to the mainland to complete his career or we may have missed this 
man’s passionate attitude to all things boating. Thanks Rod.

Sue Clarke, Chaplain QF6

TOP: Huon Lass crew at CYCA before the 
1966 Sydney to Hobart. Rod is second 
from the right.
CENTRE: Spraying apple trees, 1978.
ABOVE: Deputy Commander Rod Ashlin.
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Chaplain’s chat ... LOVE
with Sue Clarke - Chaplain, QF6

This magazine is printed 
between Christmas and 
Easter and in the Christian 
Calendar, these are the main 
celebrations, which also 
fall in our summer months, 
so we are able to make 
the most of our wonderful 
Queensland weather 
and enjoy these special 
celebrations.

My Christmas was one 
filled with family and lots 
of love and I’m hoping my 
Easter will be too. Because 
love is what makes the 
world go round and if we can all be loving, patient and tolerant of others who may not be like 
minded, then I’m sure life will be better for us all.

Easter is more solemn as it involves Jesus’ death, but three days later it is a time to rejoice 
when his life returns. And eat lots of Easter eggs and hot cross buns! A lot of Australians just 
appreciate the public holidays to go boating and don’t bother exploring traditions like this 
and that’s their choice. But the egg is symbol of new life, that’s what we receive through Jesus’ 
resurrection.

As long as they stay safe on the water and return unharmed to their loved ones, Coast 
Guard does not discriminate who we help or where we go to assist those in peril on the seas. 
Whatever you do, enjoy it and be rejoicing every day, as life and time is very precious and 
worthy of being lived to the full.

Happy Easter.
Sue Clarke, Chaplain QF6
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COMMUNITY NEWS

CaLtex FueL CaRD FuRtheR 
DoNatioN

QF6 Flotilla Executive Bill Asher travelled to 
Brisbane with QF6 member, Glenn Douglas, 
to receive another donation of $500 worth of 
Caltex Fuel Cards.

Caltex Depot Manager, Cameron 
Spencer, presented the fuel cards to our 
Flotilla Training Officer, Bill Asher, at his 
Coopers Plains depot, with the promise of 
another donation in the second half of the 
year.

Caltex made a similar donation last 
year. The Flotilla uses the cards to purchase 
diesel for the Landcruiser and unleaded 
petrol for the 4.7m RIB Maroochy RSL.

Thanks to Caltex for their ongoing 
support.

Ian Hunt Commander QF6
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aPPLy FiRst aiD tRaiNiNG

One of the requirements to remain operational 
is to complete Apply First Aid training every 
three years.

I had a big class recently to cover both 
theory and practical aspects of CPR and First 
Aid, including all types of bandaging.

Thanks to all those who attended, 
especially members of the public who can 
enroll to do both Apply First Aid and CPR with 
us. If you want to do either course with us, 
please ring the Radio Operator to book in and 
to get further details.

Bill Asher, Training Officer QF6

TOP RIGHT: Bill Asher presenting the Apply First Aid Course. ABOVE LEFT: First Aid theory. ABOVE: Practical aspects of First Aid.

PatRoN Visits QF6

QF6 recently received a grant from 
the Gambling Community Benefit 
Fund to upgrade our Headquarters’ 
video camera and recording system. 
Our Patron and local State Member, 
Fiona Simpson MP, visited us on the 
7th of February to present us with her 
letter of congratulations for receiving 
the grant, which will improve security 
around our area.

Thanks Fiona for your 
continued support of Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba QF6.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6
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MooLooLah RiVeR eNtRaNCe ViDeos

Up until late last year, our Magazine Editor, 
Richard Choroszewski, was putting a daily 
video onto our Coast Guard Mooloolaba 
QF6 Facebook page, so boaties had some 
idea of the Bar conditions before heading 
out to sea.

Unfortunately, due to business and 
family issues, Richard had to return to the UK 
at short notice and may not return for many 
months. Luckily for us, our Media Liaison 
Officer, Mike Middleton, knew a lady called 
Helen Browne who does daily morning walks 
along the beach to the end of the Western 
breakwater.

It didn’t take much convincing for 
Helen to step into the breach and start 
sending us daily videos which, when 
included with a marine weather summary for the day, provide a great resource for all our 
boaties, yachties, kayakers and paddlers who operate out of Mooloolaba. Of course, as we 
head into winter, Helen’s videos will be slightly later so that the Bar conditions are visible.

Helen and her husband Murray called into to QF6 on the 19th of February to meet me and 
our Executive Team and to have a look at our Radio Room, from which all our activities on the 
water are coordinated.

Thanks again to Helen for providing this service to us and the local marine fraternity.
Ian Hunt, Commander, QF6

ABOVE: Commander Ian Hunt with Helen Browne.

iMPRoVeD CoVeRaGe FoR QF6

For many years QF6 has been looking 
at ways to increase the radio coverage 
of our working channel VHF 73, and 
to have visibility of our entrance 
conditions. After a lot of work by our 
Radio Maintenance Team, we have 
finally been granted approval by the 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
(AMSA) to install a VHF radio on top of 
the Radar Tower on Pt Cartwright. In 
addition to the radio, a Pan/Tilt/Zoom 
camera will also be installed that will give our Radio Operators visibility of the river, the bar, 
the bay, the Maroochy River Bar and Old Woman Island. Installation should commence by mid-
March and there will be an article on the installation in the winter edition of the magazine. See 
the article on radio Coverage in this edition.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6
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MaJestiC CiNeMas aND the JaM FaCtoRy oFFeR

Our Media Liaison Officer Mike Middleton recently initiated a special deal with Majestic 
Cinemas/The Jam Factory, which will benefit both our volunteers and supporters. The offer 
provides a 20% sign-up discount to their Membership Club, which brings the fee to $20. Once 
joined, you get a free movie ticket and ongoing discounted movie tickets and discounts on 
their candy bar products until 31 December 2020. To access this deal go to: https://www.
majesticcinemas.com.au/Page/Coast-guard.

Majestic Cinemas are in Nambour, Port Macquarie, Nambucca Heads, Singleton, The 
Entrance, Inverell and Sawtell, so this deal could provide some savings if on holidays in these 
areas. This information will be on our Facebook page “Coast Guard Mooloolaba QF6”, in the 
“Rescue” magazine and sent out by email, so that all of our volunteers and supporters know 
about this special deal. 

Thanks to Andrew Weir from Majestic Cinemas and John Valente from The Jam Factory 
for supporting QF6 in this way. Another good reason to be a QF6 Marine Assist Supporter if 
you’re a movie or live show buff.

Ian Hunt, Commander QF6

ABOVE LEFT: Light Show. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Majestic Cinema audience. 

QF6 RaFFLe ResuLts

The QF6 Raffle winners for the raffles drawn during the Summer period were:
Raffle Number 7 of 2019 - Drawn:  8 January 2020
1st prize - $500 Coles/Myer Gift Card: Ticket Number 47581, Mr B of Maroochydore, QLD.
2nd prize - $300 Coles/Myer Gift Card: Ticket Number 48338, Mr K of Maroochydore, QLD.
3rd prize - $200 Coles/Myer Gift Card: Ticket Number 47516, Ms R of Mooloolaba, QLD.

Congratulations to the winners and thanks to all those who bought a ticket.
Rod Ashlin, Deputy Commander, QF6

https://www.majesticcinemas.com.au/Page/Coast-guard
https://www.majesticcinemas.com.au/Page/Coast-guard
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ASSIST STORIES

tHe GReAt LoG ReSCue … 
ALMoSt

On the 16th of February, my Blue Crew 
got a call about a large tree in the river 
near Bridge Seafoods. Rotary III was 
dispatched to find the culprit, while we 
readied Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue for the 
possible tow job to get it out of the river.

The Harbour Controller was 
contacted and it turned out that he and 
the Water Police were also on the case, so we proceeded in 
convoy to the western end of Mooloolah Island, where the 
log had drifted in behind floating pontoons.

Our vessels stood by while the Water Police and 
Harbour Controller went in behind the pontoons to work out 
a retrieval plan. As it turned out, we were not needed and 
the Water Police RIB managed to tow the approximately 
15m-long log to McKenzie’s for disposal.

It was so large that they could tow it up the beach with 
a four wheel drive and so had to keep it place with metal 
stakes and ropes. The log was cut up the next morning by 
the Sunshine Coast Council using heavy machinery. Another 
great effort to keep our river and harbour safe.

Ian Hunt, Skipper, Blue Sunday, QF6
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MARooned on An ISLAnd

On Sunday 22nd of December 2019 around 11am, 
our Radio Operator received a phone call from a quite 
distressed woman who said that she and another woman 
friend were washed up on Mudjimba Island and they were 
both suffering from injuries to legs and feet. It appears 
that they had both come approximately twelve miles from 
Caloundra that morning on a jetski and while one was 
snorkeling at Mudjimba Island on the exposed seaward 
side, the other lady in charge of the jetski had been 
caught inside the break and had been washed onto the 
rocks. They had some badly cut feet and abrasions from 
the shells and rocks as they tried to scramble ashore in the 
breaking waves.

The Radio Operator contacted us on “Mooloolaba 
Rotary Rescue” to see if we could assist. Fortunately, 
we were only a couple of miles away engaged in some 
training operations so we were soon on the scene and 
able to speak with the ladies by phone, which luckily had 
been in a watertight bag. The problem now was how to 
get the ladies and their jetski off the island and to our 
vessel.

Mudjimba Island (also known as “Old Woman 
Island”) is exposed on all sides and has nowhere that a 
boat can safely get in to. While we discussed possibilities, 
I received a call from one of our own members who 
said he had been in contact with the motor cruiser New 
Horizons which had two Surf Lifesavers on board and were 
considering how they might assist in the transfer. New 
Horizons was close by our position and it was eventually 
decided that the Life Savers would swim in and see what 
could be done.

They were able to get the jetski started and out 
through the breaking waves, which was a commendable 
effort and bring it to us, as we held position as close as 
possible to the scene. They then borrowed some paddle boards from others on the island and 
paddled out to us with the injured ladies on the boards.

We gave some first aid and headed back to Mooloolaba with the jetski in tow. We considered 
the injuries serious enough to call for an ambulance to meet us at our Base. By the time we arrived 
at our dock, ambulance, police and TV news crews were in attendance, so word of this event had 
spread fairly quickly. I believe both ladies were taken to hospital to have their injuries treated and 
friends were able to retrieve the jetski from our dock later in the day.

This was an example of how a fun day can go wrong quite quickly and has been one of many 
calls involving jetskis over the holiday period. The heroes of the day were Surf Lifesavers Bill Bath 
and Tiarrn Raymond who deserve a special mention for a job well done.

Rod Ashlin, Gold Sunday Skipper, QF6



22    |    Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine

fLIndeR’S Reef ReSCue

When you are the Duty Coast Guard skipper and your phone rings in the early hours of the morning, 
your first thoughts are that this will be a call for assistance. I looked at the clock and it was 0250 
hours on Saturday the 18th of January and we were in the middle of having 140mm of rain pouring 
down with thunder and lightning to go with it. I was due to hand over duty to the Saturday Training 
crew at 0300, but rules are rules and so the job fell to me by ten minutes.

The Radio Operator explained 
that the 10.5m catamaran Aristocat 
with two people on board was 
requesting assistance with no steering, 
only one motor running and they 
seemed to be taking some water 
onboard. They were 25 nautical miles 
SE of Mooloolaba in the vicinity of 
Flinder’s Reef off Cape Moreton. 
Calls were made and crew members 
Matt Tyler, Rosemarie Caston, Doug 
Ballantyne and Helmut Reichart 
showed their dedication to the job by 
making themselves available. We were 
underway around 0330 with a moderate Easterly breeze and a lumpy, confused sea. At 15 knots, it 
was not too uncomfortable and thankfully the rain diminished the further we got offshore.

We made direct contact with Aristocat on Channel 16 and then used Channel 21 as a working 
channel through the repeater on Cape Moreton. When we were around halfway to their position 
they made contact and advised they were being set towards Flinder’s Reef and they feared they 
would be swept onto it before we arrived. We increased speed to 23 knots which was a fairly wild 
ride in the conditions, but lives were at risk and we were making every effort to get to them before 
it was too late. When we were ten minutes away they advised that they seemed to be getting an 
anchor to hold. 

I suggested they set up a towing bridle in something heavy duty to speed up the time getting 
them under tow and they said they would arrange this. It was just breaking day with fairly poor 
visibility when we got to them and Flinder’s 
Reef was not far away, but we got a tow line to 
them which they hooked up to the bridle they 
had made. As soon as the strain came on the 

ABOVE: A rough trip to Aristocat’s location.
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bridle it parted. We carry a custom-made 
heavy duty bridle for just such occasions and 
the crew prepared this and attached our tow 
line and we passed it over via our heaving 
line. We now had them under control and 
safe from the reef, but it took a long time 
for Aristocat to retrieve their anchor as 
the electric winch kept tripping the circuit 
breaker in the rough conditions

When finally retrieved, we set off for 
Mooloolaba with the stricken vessel towing 
out to one side as the rudders were jammed 
with some port helm on, but the tow back at 
7 knots was without problem and we were 
off the river entrance by around 0930. We 
rafted them up in the river and put them 
safely into the emergency berth at the 
Mooloolaba Marina

It turned out that the skipper of the 
vessel was Tony Hendel and he is a former 
Deputy Commander of Marine Rescue NSW 
at Broken Bay. He and the owner were very 
grateful for their rescue and very impressed 
with our rescue vessel Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue. They made the comment that many have made 
before, that when you see this vessel approaching you know that the situation is now in hand and 
you will be saved.

Special mention must be made that, as with many lifesaving rescues we have done at all 
hours of the night, it is only made possible because we run a dedicated and reliable manned radio 
watch 24 hours a day and 365 days a year. This takes a lot of organisation and dedication from our 
members, and Coast Guard Mooloolaba takes pride in the service we provide to the boating public 
and all on a volunteer basis.

Rod Ashlin, QF6

TOP: On the way.
ABOVE: The tow home.
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tRAwLeR “pRoteuS” ASSISt

It started shortly after the White Saturday crew briefing just after 0700hrs. An ashes scattering 
booked for 0800 and another community job for 0900 were suddenly deferred by the call for 
assistance from the 70 ton trawler Proteus. The trawler was heading back into Mooloolaba Harbour 
and was encountering engine and gear box problems. The vessel was out near The Blinker, coming 
in at about 6 knots. Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue was deployed with the full crew and reached Proteus 
within 30 minutes, about three nautical miles from the river mouth. The vessel had two unusual 
problems: first, it was unable to get out of forward propulsion, and second, the engine could not 
be shut down via the engine controls. Needless to say, their skipper wasn’t keen to enter port in a 
vessel he couldn’t stop.

After raising the vessel on the radio, 
their skipper said he could only stop 
the engine by cutting off the fuel supply 
and that he would then not be able to 
restart the engine and he would also lose 
all steering. I suggested he maintain his 
course and speed and we then moved 
ahead to a position about 1 nautical 
mile north of the river mouth. When he 
reached that point I had him turn to the 
north, put his helm amidships and cut his 
fuel.

We kept station off his port beam 
continuing to look at the black exhaust for the first sign of an engine shut down. After ten minutes, 
he was still underway, with a bone in his mouth (bow wave) and a diminished yet still visible exhaust. 
Another radio conversation elicited a response that he had been in touch with a mechanic at his 
base, as to why his engine had not shut down. After another five minutes, his way dropped off 
to 2 knots and we came up alongside and passed over our heavy tow line before he broached. 
We commenced the tow at 6 knots and came round in a big circle to port to pick up the Leads, 
however, we soon got called to say the engine was still ticking over, so we then made another port 
turn heading north and then a large turn to starboard to afford some more sea room as we headed 
back to the river entrance.

It was at that point we noticed that the outer marker for an outrigger canoe race had drifted 
to the east of the line of the Leads and a string of canoes was stretched out heading from the beach 
to the marker. At that point we were about one mile to the north so we reduced our speed to 4 

ABOVE: Arriving at Proteus.
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knots keeping an eye out for the last of the 
canoes. With a 1-1.5m swell, it was hard 
to pick up tail end Charlie in the troughs, 
but as we got onto the Lead lights one 
mile from the river mouth, the last canoe 
and the safety RIB headed to shore and we 
continued in on our course.

Although it was only two hours to the 
bottom of the tide, the river bar was only at 
2.5m LAT and the laden trawler drew 3m, so 
it was going to be a close thing. Coming out 
an hour earlier the depth sounder showed 
2.6m with a 1m offset giving us 3.6m, so as 
long as we kept to the right of the centreline 
in the deepest part of the channel, we 
should get through.

At 0915 we entered the river and 
proceeded upstream against the ebb tide. I 
had spoken to the skipper of Proteus about 
getting a berth on the end of the trawler 
base jetty and so that was organised. We 
were going to bring him in on a short tow to 
the middle jetty, which had 4 fender piles, 
2 upstream and 2 downstream, so we could 
just bring him alongside and their base staff 
would throw their lines to Proteus. However, 
as we were coming up in the middle of the 
river, about 50m from the jetty, Proteus 
touched bottom, as the area downstream 
between the 2 jetties was the shallowest part of the river. We immediately went to port and was able 
to keep the trawler moving, but we were now opposite the jetty on the other side of the river. A 
13m yacht coming down river had to make an immediate U-turn and headed back up the river. We 
were then able to tow Proteus across the river where a bow line was put on a downstream pile. We 
then asked Proteus to drop our tow line. We then repositioned Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue off their 
port quarter and were able to bring their stern around and onto the upstream piles.

All the while were we getting requests from the radio room about updates on an ETR, so the 
Ashes scattering party could be informed. Needless to say, every problem delayed our return to our 
berth. At about 0745 when we first saw Proteus we thought we would be back within the hour and 
told them to be there for 0900. When the trawler’s engine would not stop and we get the towline 
on, we told them 0930, when we grounded in the river we told them 0945, when we finally got back 
to our berth at 1000, we said we’ll go as soon as we have a cuppa. They were fortunately pretty 
good about the lengthy delay, given the circumstances.

A great job was done by the crew of Mooloolaba Rotary Rescue, especially Tony Gerlach who 
was on the helm and Myles Davey and Kym Rogerson on the back deck. It was certainly a different 
assist.

Bill Asher,  White Saturday Skipper, QF6

TOP: Waiting for the engine to stop.
ABOVE: Proteus under tow.
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MARINE VHf RADIO
COVERAGE ISSUES 
REVISITED
woRDs IAN HUNT  |  Commander, QF6

In the Autumn 2019 edition, I wrote an article about VHF radio coverage. A recent event where a 
vessel was at the Barwon Banks and tried to call for assistance for over an hour before being heard, 
makes me think a refresher on radio communications issues might be a good idea.

As mentioned before, there is a formula to work out how far a VHF radio can communicate 
depending on its antenna height. The formula for distance to the horizon in nautical miles is 1.225 
x the square root of the antenna height (in feet). So for simplicity, let’s say our QF6 VHF Channel 73 
antenna is 49ft above sea level, which means its distance to the horizon is 1.225 x 7 = 8.58 nautical 
miles. Now, let’s say an average small boat antenna is 9ft above the surface, which means it can see 
1.225 x 3 = 3.675 nautical miles. Add the two distances together and we can see the total reliable 
range is 8.58 + 3.675 = 12.255 nautical miles.

The bottom line here: you cannot beat physics. If you want to talk further you need the 
antennas to be higher. It would be great for QF6 to be able to talk to vessels at the Barwon Banks 
on our Working Channel 73, but even with an antenna on the Pt Cartwright Radar Tower at 184 feet, 
it could only see 16.6 nautical miles. Added to the boat antenna height used in the first example, ie 
giving a range of 3.675 nautical miles, the total reliable communications distance would be 20.275 
nautical miles – only to the southern end of Barwon Banks. Now the good news is that we are on the 
verge of having a VHF channel 73 radio installed on the radar tower, which will obviously improve 
our coverage, but remember – you can’t beat the physics. More on that installation in the next 
edition.

The answer is for boaties going far offshore to know what other VHF channels are available 
to communicate with either a Coast Guard flotilla or VMR unit on the Sunshine Coast, or even in 
Moreton Bay. The table shows the VHF channels used by each Coast Guard flotilla and where the 
repeater channels are located. The repeater channels are situated on high points and so as we’ve 
seen, can reach further. For instance, the Channel 16 and 67 radios located at Bald Knob can reach 
over 30 nautical miles and so if you are in doubt, make an initial call on Channel 16 to find the 
relevant working channel to your position.

Another important consideration is your antenna radiation pattern, which is dependent on 
the gain of the antenna on your boat. Similar to UHF CB radios, the higher the gain the radiated 

ABOVE: VHF radio communications depend on antenna height.
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energy is concentrated lower, but this means 
the radiation pattern will move up and down 
rapidly as your boat moves on the swells/sea, 
resulting in intermittent communications. See 
the diagram which explains this issue. For a 
yacht or boat that pitches a lot, you probably 
would not want a 9dbi antenna, but should 
consider a 3dbi or a 6dbi for more reliable 
communications. Note though that more gain 
gives a stronger signal at the edge of the radiation pattern, but you cannot beat the line of sight 
physics.

It might look cool to have your antennas leaning over as you zoom along, but consider the 
diagram showing the affect this has on your radiation pattern and communications. OK maybe 
for talking to the moon. Ever wondered why you got better communications going to than from?  
Maybe your antenna angle is the issue. Mount your antennas straight up and you should get better 
all-round communications.

Of course good communications also rely on your radio equipment operating properly. 
Check your antennas and cables for damage, check connectors for tightness and lack of corrosion 
and if you can, check that your radio is putting out the maximum legal power of 25 Watts. On that 
point, check that you have not inadvertently set your VHF to the Low Power mode of 1W, which 
is generally used for short distance communications in a harbour for instance, to reduce traffic 
clutter. The other culprit might be your Squelch setting, which is designed to reduce received noise. 
However, if this setting is too high it will also cut out weak signals from a distant station. Always 
adjust your Squelch to the point just past when the noise stops being heard. Don’t leave it on the 
setting in harbour and forget it, as the in-harbour setting might be higher due to more interference.

If you’ve done all these things and still can’t communicate to a shore station, try an “All 
Stations” broadcast, giving all vessels that might be close to you the information about your vessel, 
location and problem and request that your information be relayed to the appropriate Coast Guard 
or VMR unit. Maybe doing a Radio Operator’s course would be a good idea if you have not done 
one – it is a legal requirement to operate a marine VHF radio.

ABOVE: Coast Guard flotilla monitoring frequencies.
RIGHT: Mounting your antenna correctly.
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The Australian Reef Pilots (ARP) have been protecting the Great Barrier Reef for 125 years. The 
Company’s origins can be traced back to 1872 when the first-known pilotage along Queensland 
coast took place after former Master of a local trader the German immigrant ship Humbolt from 
Moreton Bay to Bowen.

Two years later, the newly-formed Eastern and Australian Mail Steamship Company (E&A) 
introduced a service between Australia and the Orient via Torres Strait. Two ship Masters, well 
experienced in Reef waters, provided exclusive Barrier Reef pilotage services to E&A and the 
company now as ARP was born.

Many things have changed for the marine pilot industry since those early days, in 1991. 
Compulsory pilotage was introduced for the liner route between Cairns and Cape York, as well as 
for the Hydrographers Passage, and, in 1993, the Australian Federal Government deregulated the 
industry. Safety, professionalism, innovation and customer satisfaction remain the highest priorities.

The company owns and operates a modern fleet of six pilot launches and six land-on 
helicopters as well as pilot houses at Mackay, Cairns, Thursday Island and Yorke Islands in Torres 
Strait.
safety
The company has a comprehensive and living Pilotage Operations Safety Management System 
(POSMS) which is managed by a highly qualified in-house Pilotage Manager. The POSMS covers 
broad issues such as safety, performance, training and certification, auditing processes and is 
continually evolving.

Each pilot is required to operate under the consistent platform of the award winning Voyage 
Bank system. Each pilot is issued with a Portable Pilot Unit (PPU) - a tablet computer used to assist 
with passage planning, logistics information, job allocations and movements, and incorporates 
electronic mapping with approved ECDIS 
charting which is automatically updated. 
Voyage Bank provides ARP with a 
comprehensive record of each pilotage.
Pilots
ARP has the most experienced and 
professional group of Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority (AMSA) licensed 
pilots. The group works to consistent 
procedures under the company POSMS. 
The pilots are known as the “Guardians 
of the Reef”. All pilots hold current 
licences issued by the regulator AMSA, 
and all are former shipmasters or naval 
equivalents.
Compulsory Pilotage Districts
The Great Barrier Reef is the world’s 

AUSTRALIAN 
REEF PILOTS

ABOVE: Compulsory pilotage districts.
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largest coral reef system and is the only living organism that can be seen from space. It is comprised 
of more than 2,900 individual reefs and 900 islands stretching for more than 1,600 miles (2,600 
Kilometres) over an area of approximately 133,000 sq miles (344,400 sq kilometres).

The entire World Heritage Area is regulated by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
and all cruise ships engaging in tourist activities require a permit. The following compulsory pilotage 
districts require a pilot licensed by AMSA on board at all times.
inner Route
The Inner Route is between the Great Barrier Reef and the Queensland coast, stretching some 
1,300 miles (2,000 km) from Tropic of Capricorn to Torres Strait. All vessels of 70 meters or more in 
overall length (loaded oil tankers, chemical tankers, and liquefied gas carriers irrespective of length) 
transiting this district are required to use the services of an AMSA licensed pilot between Torres 
Strait to Cairns (484 nautical miles).

The Great North East Channel 
located in Torres Strait (between Cape 
York and Papua New Guinea coast) 
is around 120 nautical miles between 
Dalrymple Island and the western 
approaches of Torres Strait. All vessels 
of 70 meters or more in overall length 
(loaded oil tankers, Chemical tankers, 
and liquefied gas carriers irrespective of 
length) transiting this district are required 
to use the services of an AMSA licensed 
pilot.
hydrographers Passage
Hydrographers Passage offers a track 
through the Great Barrier Reef in Central 
Queensland, linking the ports of Hay 
Point and Dalrymple Bay as well as 
Mackay with the Coral Sea. All vessels 
of 70 meters or more in overall length 
(loaded oil tankers, Chemical tankers, 
and liquefied gas carriers irrespective of 
length) transiting this district are required 
to use the services of an AMSA licensed 
pilot.

ARP leases a state of the art twin 
engine IFR Agusta 109 power helicopter 
to provide a 24 hour service, all weather 
marine pilot transfer service to and from 
Blossom Bank in servicing Hydrographers 
Passage pilotage.
whitsunday Passage
All vessels of 70 meters or more in overall length (loaded oil tankers, Chemical tankers, and liquefied 
gas carriers irrespective of length) transiting this district are required to use the services of an AMSA 
licensed pilot.

ABOVE: The Great North East Channel.
BELOW: Hydrographers Passage and Whitsunday Passage.
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Draft Restrictions
Two tidally restricted, and therefore controlling, areas for traversing Torres Strait are Varzin Passage 
and the Prince of Wales Channel. Use of daily tide rises enables the service to pilot ships through 
these areas with a maximum draft not exceeding 12.2 meters (40 feet).

It is important to note that the Torres Strait pilotage area is divided into the following sub-
areas:
1 Torres Strait Area A means the area between longitudes 141֯ 50’ E and 142֯ 05’ E.
2 Torres Strait Area B means the area between longitudes 142֯ 05’ E and 143֯ 24’ E

Vessels loading in any Queensland port and using Hydrographers Passage, Palm Passage, 
Grafton Passage or the entrance to the Great Barrier Reef are limited only by the permissible draft at 
the loading port.
Required boarding arrangements for Pilot 
Launch transfers
The vessel Masters shall take guidance on pilot 
boarding arrangements from the Port when 
crossing the reporting line inwards (refer to 
AUS 754). Specific guidance for the rigging of 
pilot ladder arrangements exceeding 9.0m is 
also provided below. It is recommended vessel 
Masters ensure boarding arrangements comply 
with the guidance below to avoid delays.

All pilot boarding arrangements MUST 
be made safe in respect to the vessel type 
and boarding conditions at the 
time of boarding. The Pilot will 
liaise with the vessel Master 
prior to boarding if boarding 
arrangements are not in 
accordance with the guidance 
provided.

soLas - Safety Of Life At Sea; 
iMo - International Maritime 
Organization)

Acknowledgements: Australian 
Reef Pilots (Guardians of the 
Reef). Extracts from publication 
Dated OCT 2015. Thanks to 
Captain Geoff Gain of ARP for the 
publication and permission to use 
in our magazine.

RIGHT: Pilot boarding arrangements are to 
comply with SOLAS V/23 and IMO Resolution 

A.1045(27).



31    |    Rescue Mooloolaba Magazine

SPEEDING
woRDs IAN HUNT  |  Commander, QF6

Speeding on the road is dangerous and so is 
speeding in the rivers and canals. Not only 
can you run into another vessel or run over a 
swimmer, diver or paddler, but the wash you 
create can injure people and damage vessels 
which are tied up at pontoons or anchored. 
We’ve had many recent reports of vessels 
speeding in the harbour and canals and even, 
would you believe, at night. It’s only a matter 
of time before these irresponsible people kill 
somebody else or themselves.

A few weeks ago, the Water Police 
chased boats and jet skis that were blatantly 
disregarding the posted speed limits. PLEASE 
SLOW DOWN and also reduce the wash your 
vessel makes as the rule is, for example 6 
knots – No Wash. You can still be penalised if 
doing less than 6 knots, but you are creating 
an unsafe wake. Note that six knots is about 11 
km/hr or a quick walking pace.

Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 65 Parkyn Parade, will be conducting the new AWQ course for 
Coast Guard Supporters and Members of the Public.

This is a 3 hour (1830 – 2130) course for VHF radio operations up to 12 NM from shore.
The next courses for 2020 are on the 7th of May and the 23rd of July.

All Boat Owners who have VHF Radios must have an operating license. 
Unlicensed users can be prosecuted under the 

Radio Communications Act.
FOR DETAILS AND COSTS TELEPHONE 5444 3222

Australian Waters Qualification (AWQ) Course

Coast Guard Mooloolaba, 65 Parkyn Parade, 
conducts LROCP courses for Coast Guard Supporters and Members of the Public.

The next 3 week courses commence on the 6th of April & the 7th of July at 1900hrs.
All Boat Owners who have MF/HF & VHF Radios must have an operating license. 

Unlicensed users can be prosecuted under the 
Radio Communications Act.

FOR DETAILS AND COSTS TELEPHONE 5444 3222

LONG RANGE OPERATORS CERTIFICATE of PROFICIENCY COURSE
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AVOIDING SHIPS
woRDs IAN HUNT  |  Commander, QF6

Mooloolaba is a State Boat Harbour and home to the Marine Pilots who guide ships to and from the 
Port of Brisbane. That means we have lots of ships either anchored near us or transiting to and from 
Brisbane. Around six years ago, Brisbane Marine Pilots provided an article for this magazine about 
safe operations around big ships. Given the increase in recreational boats in our area, it’s time to 
take some extracts from that article to refresh our memories.

As our waterways get busier with ever increasing numbers of vessels – both commercial and 
recreational – such close encounters are now more common. So what are the answers to avoiding 
such close quarters situations? Without getting bogged down in Collision Avoidance Rule debates, 
there are some simple, common sense things that can be done to save everyone a lot of grief and 
potentially save lives.

Small boat skippers who operate their craft near large vessels should have a basic knowledge 
of some of the characteristics of large ships. The Port of Brisbane is visited by many different ship 
types; two of the more common classes are bulk carriers and container vessels. Such vessels may 
be entering the port with draughts up to 14m. Even in what may appear to be the open coastal 
waters and open parts of the bay, such vessels are strictly confined to the designated and regularly 
surveyed channels and approaches.

To crash stop a bulk carrier plodding along at 12 knots, displacing 100,000t, by going full 
astern would take 15 minutes and in that time it will travel a further 4 kilometres. To take such a 
radical action in pilotage waters could well lead to loss of control and grounding.

A container ship can travel at speeds around 20 knots and has containers stacked on deck. 
These containers affect visibility; it’s not uncommon for a standard 260m vessel to have a 500m 
blind spot forward.

Some points to consider include:
•	 The speed of large ships can be deceptive as they can travel at speeds of 20 knots or more.
•	 If the crew on a large ship can see you in a small boat it is likely that they are already passed a 

point where stopping the vessel is an option.
•	 Ships suffer a significant loss of control if their speed is reduced too rapidly.
•	 Don’t count on the ship’s 

crews being able to see 
you. At times, seeing small 
vessels even at close range 
is very difficult.

•	 Check your navigation 
lights. Are they bright 
enough and not obscured?

•	 Modern ships can have 
a blind spot ahead up to 
500m, but this may be 
greater on some older 
vessels, even up to 1 
kilometer.

•	 Radar is not a reliable 
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means of detecting small vessels.
•	 Ships may be operating with very minimal under keel clearances, measured in centimeters.
•	 Despite the ship appearing to be in open water they may still be unable to deviate from their 

course due to their draught.
•	 Pilots and ships crews do not want to come close to small vessels; we avoid such situations 

whenever possible.
Small boat skippers should:
•	 Be mindful that being in the path of a ship is a life threatening situation. A ship having to take 

evasive action leading to grounding, could have devastating effects on many lives and the 
environment.

•	 Keep clear of the pilot boarding ground and surrounds.
•	 If you have VHF use it. In Brisbane, Port Operations and ship-to-ship traffic is conducted on 

channel 12 and ships will also call and listen on channel 16. Monitor the appropriate working 
channels for your area, but always monitor channel 16. The pilot will call you if they are 
concerned about your actions or position.

•	 Keep a good lookout. Even astern of you.
•	 Do not anchor in shipping channels or tie up to navigational marks.
•	 Understand that whether you are on a power boat or sail, in most cases in port areas the large 

vessel has right of way as they may be operating in a narrow channel, restricted in their ability 
to manoeuver or constrained by their draft.

•	 Know your position relative to major navigational marks as this is likely to be how the ship 
identifies you when calling.

•	 If you hear five short blasts it means the ship is unsure of your intentions. If they have gotten 
to the stage of sounding the 
whistle it is likely they have 
real safety concerns. It is likely 
the pilot has been trying to 
contact you on the VHF.

•	 Sailing vessels in particular 
should keep well clear of large 
vessels as they can create a 
large “hole” in the wind.

•	 Keep well clear of ships 
berthing and their assisting 
tug boats. The prop wash 
from the ship or tugs can 
endanger small craft.

•	 When taking action to avoid 
shipping do so very early. You 
may well know you can get 
out of the way in time, but if 
the pilot is not sure of your 
intentions they will need to 
take action as much as a mile 
away.
Thanks to Brisbane Marine 

Pilots.
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THE WRECK OF 
THE QUEST: A BIG 
STORY IN 1950
woRDs ROD ASHLIN  |  Deputy Commander, QF6

After the end of WW2 there were 
a lot of vessels built during the war 
that now had little use. An ex-British 
Harbour Defence vessel hull was 
brought to the long-established 
boat building yard of Purdon and 
Featherstone on the shores of Battery 
Point in Hobart Tasmania. There she 
was completely restored and fitted 
out as a twin-screwed luxury motor 
cruiser of 58 tonnes displacement with 
twin 240hp GM diesels for a mainland 
owner and named Quest. No expense 
was spared and she evidently had 
everything that was state-of-the-art for 
luxury vessels in 1949/50. The cost of 
the refit was estimated at 30 to 40,000 
pounds, which was a fortune at that 
time and it created a lot of interest 
around the waterfront

She left Hobart for Sydney on 
July the 12th 1950. By 7pm the next 
day, she was a total wreck on Gull 
Island at the Eastern edge of Cape 
Barren Island at the entrance to Bass 
Strait.

Well known “hard-as-nails” 
fisherman, Bern Cuthbertson, had 
been engaged to deliver the vessel 
with the owner onboard to Sydney, for 
a few finishing touches. She evidently 
went on the rocks at full cruising speed 
and had major damage to the forward 
section of the hull. Bern Cuthbertson 
and one of the deck crew launched 
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the dinghy and rowed twenty miles through rough seas to raise the alarm at Cape Barren. Those left 
at the wreck were taken off by the fishing vessel Busy Girl. It has always been claimed that a faulty 
compass was the cause of the accident (no GPS in those days).

Bern Cuthbertson’s son, who also had the name of Bernie, heard the news and went up to the 
wreck in the family’s fishing vessel Weerutta and the tug Boyer was also despatched from Hobart 
with the idea of attempting to salvage the vessel. Bernie junior became an iconic figure over his 
long years with the sea, both in fishing vessels, as skipper of the schooner Astor in early Sydney-
Hobart yacht races, Skipper of the Lady Nelson, and in his later life being involved in a number of 
historic re-enactments.

He has now passed away, but he was a tough, hard man of the sea who lived through the 
Depression and the War. He told me that they were ready to pull Quest off the rocks, but the 
insurance company refused permission and so the vessel stayed on the rocks for a long time and 
was stripped of anything of value by passing fishermen.

I remember him telling me a story that late in the war years, one of his fisherman friends 
around the West Coast of Tasmania found considerable wreckage and a life raft which was riddled 
with bullet holes. He reported this to the authorities and also that he had seen a submarine in 
the area at the time. The authorities took little notice of his sightings and said the submarine was 
probably a whale. He related the story to Bernie junior, saying I’ve seen a lot of bloody whales, but 
just between you and me I won’t be seeing any more bloody submarines. Fishermen and authorities 
never seemed to get along well and nothing seems to have changed.

Sure, their Ashes are 
Scattered at Sea (or 

somewhere else), but 
their name can live 

on forever, by putting 
a Named Plaque on 
the QF6 Mooloolaba 

Coast Guard Memorial 
wall. The plaques are 
made of brass and 

will be engraved and 
highlighted with black 
enamel. Plaques have 
the option of either 

4 or 5 lines of text, to 
display the requested 

tribute.

WHAT A WONDERFUL WAY TO HAVE A LASTING MEMORIAL
TO THOSE SOULS WHO HAVE GONE TO THEIR ALLOTTED PLACE IN HEAVEN

Enquiries: 5444 3222 during office hours OR QF6 Memorial Wall Officer Sue Clarke - 5444 3222

This lasting Memorial will be maintained by QF6 Members in perpetuity, so that all souls who 
have gone before will be honoured and remembered.

QF6 Memorial Wall
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BIT O’ FLUFF
woRDs ROD ASHLIN  |  Deputy Commander, QF6

Commander Ian Hunt is also the Editor of this magazine and so is always looking for stories 
with a nautical flavour for our pages. He suggested that I might like to write a story on some 
interesting things that had happened relating to Sydney-Hobart yacht races, so I hope you find 
some interest in this true tale.

In 1996 I was asked to be the Sailing Master of a yacht entered in that year’s Sydney-Hobart race. 
I was familiar with the boat which was owned by a gynaecologist from Mackay and named Bit O’ 
Fluff. This boat was only three years old and was the very latest state-of-the-art 41ft racing yacht 
from the Ian Murray and Associates design team. The owner, Warren, had commissioned the yacht 
to sail with his doctor, lawyer and dentist mates who were great people, but knew little about racing 
yachts at the highest levels. Consequently, the boat had a history of poor performance, groundings 
and collisions and had become a bit of a joke around the racing scene. To cap it off, the crew wore 
bright pink t-shirts adorned with the Bit O’ Fluff logo.

I had sailed 17 Sydney-Hobart yacht races by 1995, with the first one in 1966, and mostly 
with the same core crew who were, like me, Tasmanian apple growers with a keen interest in yacht 
racing. We were consistently in the top ten yachts on handicap whenever we raced to Hobart and 
took racing very seriously. As one person joked, it was not a matter of life and death, it was a lot 
more serious than that. We had got to know some of the team at Ian Murray and Associates who 
were a little unhappy that one of their latest design creations was performing so badly. So when 
it was entered in the Sydney-Hobart, they suggested the owner might like to put some more 
experienced people aboard.

My first instinct was to turn down the offer to sail this vessel, but after some discussion and 
knowing that this boat was capable of much better results, I said I would agree providing certain 
conditions were met. These were that I would have full control of all aspects when racing, including 
navigation and tactics, that two top-class young crew members who had sailed many miles with me 
would also be brought up from Tasmania, and we would have a concentrated crew training session 
in Sydney for one week before the start. All these conditions were agreed to and so we started 
preparations for the race.

Warren got the boat to Sydney and 
rented a large flash apartment where most 
of the crew stayed. There was a total crew of 
ten, with another doctor, a dentist and some 
others with good sailing skills, including a 
New Zealander who no one seemed to know 
much about. Warren was a food and wine 
connoisseur and his friends certainly knew 
how to enjoy the finer things of life. We had a 
number of concentrated training sessions on 
Sydney harbour, which confirmed that there 
were a few crew members with quite a bit to 

RIGHT: The route to Hobart.
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learn. I asked one of my younger shipmates from Tasmania to dive under the boat and check the 
hull was super smooth and all OK, which he did, but he mentioned that there was a mark around the 
keel about four inches below where it joined the hull. Warren assured us that this mark had always 
been there and was nothing to be concerned about. This was one of the first vessels designed with 
a slender stainless steel fin keel with a large torpedo shaped bulb of lead at the tip.

We got a good start on Boxing 
Day in a moderate North East Sea 
breeze and ran down the coast until 
we met a 30-knot Southerly change 
in the early evening, which are quite 
common conditions on the NSW coast 
at that time of year. It took us a while 
to get the right sail combination to 
make the boat perform at its best in 
these rough windward conditions and 
I was aware that there seemed to be 
some problem with the New Zealand 
crew member who was down below. I 
had never sailed with a doctor aboard 
before and now we had two of them, 
which was fortunate as the New 
Zealander had been thrown across the cabin and had dislocated his 
shoulder.

The doctors could not relocate it in these conditions, so he 
was given a morphine injection and strapped up into a bunk to 
have another go in the morning. The next morning, conditions 
had moderated and another attempt was made to relocate the 
shoulder, but they could not get it in. They mentioned that we would probably have to retire and 
take the injured crewman into Eden, but I was not happy with this; it would be a continuation of 
the mishaps that always seemed to follow this boat and so they said they would have one more try. 
Communication was patched through by radio with a major Sydney hospital and the poor crewman 
was given plenty of morphine, wedged into a corner of the cockpit and finally they got the shoulder 
back in place. It was then strapped into place with rolls of insulation tape and he was strapped up 
into a bunk just under the deck at the stern of the boat, where he couldn’t be tossed out.

The breeze went back to the North and freshened and we had a pretty wild spinnaker run 
across Bass Strait, surfing at over 20 knots at times. The trick is to keep the boat under control in 
these conditions and with the help of my two Tasmanian crewmates and some good tactics, we 
emerged down the Tassie coast with the onshore computer predicting us as the winners. A number 
of friends ashore chartered a plane and flew over us as we approached Tasman Island with bright 
pink T shirts hanging out the plane windows.

Eventually, we finished 4th overall (IMS, Division B), as the usual early morning light winds in the 
Derwent slowed us up, but our corrected time was only one hour outside the winner’s time. My only 
disappointment was that the problems encountered on the first night probably cost us that hour, but 
everyone has a hard luck story and the owner and crew were very happy with the result.

After a few of days of festivities, I went back to my property in the Huon Valley and Warren, 
with five delivery crew, left to take the boat back to Sydney. I was at work a few days later when 
a yachting friend rang me and asked, ‘Where do you think Bit O’ Fluff is?’ I said probably back in 

ABOVE: And they’re almost racing 
in the 1996 Sydney to Hobart Yacht 
Race. 
RIGHT: Bit O’ Fluff.
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Sydney and he said, ”No, 
it’s somewhere off the coast 
at Ulladulla, upsidedown”. 
The story eventually got to 
us that they had gone into 
Ulladulla for fuel, left in the 
dark and a few hours later 
in moderate conditions, the 
keel broke off and the boat 
immediately turned upside 
down. Warren and crew 
spent many hours clinging 
to the upside-down hull 
and were only rescued 
when one of the crew 
dived under the boat and 
retrieved the EPIRB to alert 
authorities. Where did the 
keel break off? Right at the 
mark that was in evidence 
four inches below the hull.

The boat was 
eventually salvaged and 
completely rebuilt by 
the original builders in 
Sydney, and at Warren’s 
invitation, I brought up 
some Tasmanians and 
we sailed it in its first 
event post capsize, which 
was the Mooloolaba to 
Hamilton Island Race and 
the Hamilton Island Race 
Week that followed. The 
thought of what the result 
might have been had 
the keel broken off at 20 
knots in the middle of Bass 
Strait did occur to me, but 
the chances of the New 
Zealander strapped up 
in the stern bunk would 
certainly not have been 
good.

PS. I have always kept 
the t-shirt, perhaps as a 
lucky charm.
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THINKING OF 
OUR DIGGERS
woRDs DUNCAN SLAVEN  |  QF6

I was at Cotton Tree Park on the 11th of November 2019 helping to erect tents and set up chairs 
for the Remembrance Day ceremony. With Anzac Day approaching, my thoughts went back to a 
recent trip to the battlefields of France and Belgium. Visiting the battlefields and cemeteries was a 
sobering experience and it highlighted the utter waste of millions of lives for reasons that sometimes 
we can only guess at.

We took the ferry from Dover to Calais and on the way to our accommodation at a charming 
little village called Le Hamel, we drove through the Somme area and stopped at a monument for 
112 Division Australian Imperial Force at Pozieres. There are monuments and cemeteries dotted all 
around the area and all of them are kept in pristine condition.

The Thiepval Memorial is close to Pozieres and it is a massive monument dedicated to the 
missing from Battles of the Somme. The cemetery has equal numbers of French and Commonwealth 
graves laid out at the foot of the Thiepval Memorial to represent the shared sacrifice during the 
Great War. There are 600 graves and many of them have no names on them, but have a simple 
inscription “Known Unto God”. Even sadder than this are the inscriptions on the walls of the 
monument to the soldiers who have no known grave and there are 72,337 of them. These are not 
all the names of the missing soldiers. These are only the soldiers missing from the Somme Battles 
before a large German offensive in 1918.

On Anzac Day there is a live telecast from the shores of Gallipoli and another live telecast 
a few hours later from Villers-Bretonneux in France. The Australian National Memorial, Villers-
Bretonneux is the main memorial to Australian military personnel killed on the Western Front during 
World War 1 and this final resting place for far too many young men is extremely well looked after. 
A new museum at the memorial, The Sir John Monash Centre, was opened in April 2018 and it is 
not like your regular museum that normally has thousands of items on display. The Sir John Monash 
Centre is an excellent interactive exhibition with many films to be viewed. Headsets are provided at 
a small fee and you can wander around and watch all the films to get an insight to the horrors and 
futility of many of the campaigns. You could easily spend four to six hours at the centre and if you 
are ever in the area, it is well worth a visit. Sir John Monash was largely responsible for a change of 
tactics that finally brought the war to a halt.

ABOVE: Bit O’ Fluff. RIGHT: And they’re almost racing in the 1996 Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race.
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Our next stop was 
Ypres in Belgium for a few 
nights and this is in the 
Flanders region where 
many battles resulting 
in thousands more 
casualties took place. The 
largest war cemetery for 
Commonwealth forces in 
the world is the Tyne Cot 
cemetery located near 
Passchendaele. There are 
12,000 graves, most of the 
bodies are unknown, and 
another 35,000 names of 
soldiers who were never 
found are listed on a wall. 
Ypres is a very interesting 
place to visit and we stayed 
in a hotel that was across 
the road from the huge 
Flanders Museum and 300 
metres from the Menin 
Gate.

The Menin Gate of 
Ypres was simply a crossing 
point over the moat and 
through the ramparts of 
the old town fortifications 
on the road to the nearby 
town of Menin. It had a 
special significance for 
the troops though, as it 
was from this spot that 
thousands of soldiers set 
off for the part of the Front 
called the Ypres Salient and 
many were destined never to return. This became the chosen site for one of the grandest and most 
haunting memorials of the Great War.

The new Menin Gate was built in the form of a Roman triumphal arch and during the 
inauguration ceremony, in July 1927, the Last Post was played for the first time by buglers from the 
Somerset Light Infantry. Since 1928, buglers from the Last Post Association have been playing the 
Last Post every night at 8 pm, regardless of the number of attendants or weather conditions. The 
vast, white Portland-stone walls of the Menin Gate are engraved with the names of nearly 55,000 
British and Commonwealth soldiers lost on the field of battle, but with no known graves. We were 
in Ypres for two nights, so we attended the ceremony twice. It was thirsty work and there was a nice 
Belgian pub just up from the Gate with an impressive selection of Belgian beers.

TOP: Tyne Cot Cemetery with 12,000 graves.
ABOVE: Menin Gate.
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Not far from Ypres is the 
Hill 62 Sanctuary Wood Museum 
and Trenches. It is several acres of 
land untouched since the war, with 
trenches and bomb craters left as 
they were. There are piles of scrap 
metal around the museum and no 
doubt this material would have 
been found by farmers ploughing 
their fields.

Some of the gravestones at 
the Sanctuary Wood Cemetery had 
these inscriptions: “Known to be 
buried in this cemetery”, “Unknown 
Corporal”, a headstone with “Three 
Unknown Soldiers” and some were 
identified by Regiment only. There 
are 1700 graves and one third of 
them with no names. 

We were travelling with a 
friend I used to go to school with 
in Scotland many years ago and 
he has an uncle buried in the 
Mendingham Military Cemetery 
near Ypres, where he took a rose 
to plant at his grave. I also bought 
a rose and spotted a head stone 
marked only with a cross, so I 
planted it there. I will probably 
never get back to see if the rose 
took hold and survived, but 
whoever is in that grave will always 
be in my thoughts. 

Our last night took us to 
Dunkirk in France and we caught 
the Dover ferry the following day. 
The white cliffs are spectacular 
and were a sight for sore eyes to 
many pilots during WW2. There’s 
a Battle of Britain Memorial at 
Capel Le Ferne, which is a few 
kilometres from Dover and while I 
was standing on the cliff top looking 
towards France, a Spitfire flew past. 
How good is that?

TOP & CENTRE: Trenchs and bomb craters at Hill 62 Sanctuary Wood Museum.
ABOVE: Rose bush planted for an Unknown Soldier. Note the headstones on 
either side are two to a grave.
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Unofficial charts
what you should know when navigating

Many mariners use charts that have been ‘remanufactured’ for use in chart plotters. However, they 
are all marked as ‘Not For Navigation’ or ‘Aid to Navigation’ in the user agreement, so you need to 
know their limitations in order to take advantage of their features.
which charts are the official ones?
The official charts are those produced by the Australian Hydrographic Service. Paper charts have 
“Aus” ahead of the chart number in the corners, while official electronic charts are distributed under 
the “Seafarer” and “Admiralty” banners. Each of these charts results from months of painstaking 
work to ensure they are as accurate as possible, and all are covered by a regular update service.

In contrast, a number of companies are licensed to reproduce content from the official 
charts for use in smaller chart plotters. These ‘unofficial’ charts are not considered suitable for safe 
navigation by either the Commonwealth or the manufacturer. While the manufacturer may claim 
they contain additional data to meet specific purposes, these claims must be considered carefully 
as much of this additional data, particularly where it claims to show additional seabed detail, has 
previously been rejected by the AHS as unfit for use for safe navigation.
Do i need to carry an official chart?
It is recommended good practice in Queensland. Most commercial vessels over 12m in length, 
irrespective of State of registration, are required to use official charts.
why should i be cautious using unofficial charts?
‘Unofficial’ electronic charts are tailored products – while they are extremely popular, and many 
recreational mariners use them without incident, they are not intended to support safety of 
navigation. This is clearly stated in each product’s user agreement. This is because unofficial charts 
occasionally omit key features, while almost all omit the quality indicators that permit mariners to 
assess how close they should pass to a feature. Finally, charts are living documents – navigation aids 
move and change, while the seabed in many areas is dynamic. Adhering to a frequent update
cycle is therefore more important than when using a land map.
how should electronic charts be used in conjunction with paper charts?
Firstly, carry a copy of the official chart, even if only for reference. Make sure your official chart is 
up to date, or at least the current edition. To do this, see the AHS Fact Sheet – Guide to updating 
charts. Step through your unofficial charts before commencing your day trip or each leg of your 
planned voyage. Compare them to the official ones, then note any differences. In particular, 
note any areas shown as poorly surveyed or unsurveyed on the official charts - the unofficial ones 
frequently (and incorrectly) gloss over these areas in the interests of appearance and marketing. If 
there is reliable survey data in these areas, the official charts will include it. Make sure your GPS is 
set to display position in relation to the WGS84 mapping system. Most electronic charts, whether 
official or unofficial, are referenced to this datum. However, if your position appears out by around 
200 metres, generally in a north-east to south-west direction, then your chart and GPS have a 
compatibility problem and you will need to apply the datum shift yourself. For further information, 
see the AHS Fact Sheet – GPS and Chart Datums. Keep a good lookout, particularly in any 
unfamiliar area. Slow down in shallow areas so that your stopping or turning distance is less than the 
distance at which you can potentially see any submerged obstruction ahead. Remember, visibility 
of reefs and other obstructions at night is effectively non-existent. Finally, compared to the cost of 
supplies for even a short cruise, an official chart is cheap. When compared to the cost of replacing 
an expensive yacht, it’s an absolute bargain.
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MOOLOOLABA TIDES
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QF6’s Marine Rescue services
Each year, Coast Guard Mooloolaba’s volunteers respond 
to numerous calls for assistance at sea. These calls 
include EPIRB and Mayday activations, search and rescue 
operations, medical evacuations, assisting sinking and 
grounded vessels, towing disabled vessels and escorting 
vessels into Mooloolaba Harbour. 
Rescue Vessels & areas of operation
We operate three fully equipped rescue vessels  to cover 
inshore and offshore operational areas including local rivers 
and generally providing assistance up to 25nm from Point 
Cartwright.
Rescue boat Crew
This is the “coal face” of our operations. If you’ve ever had 
to call for assistance, these are the people you’re glad to 
see. Rescue boat operations include deck hand duties, 
radio operations, navigation, helmsman duties and Search 
and Rescue operations.

Like all activities requiring training, you start at 
the bottom as a trainee and progress through the ratings 
starting as a Competent Crewman or woman. The sky’s 
the limit from there, and with commitment and ongoing 
training, you can achieve coxswain rating, skippering 
rescue vessels.

Whatever the rating, our volunteers train 
continuously to obtain and maintain a high standard of 
competency, both on and off the water, day and night, in 
all areas of operation.
Radio Communications
This is our “bread and butter” operation; it’s what we do 

7 days a week, 365 days a year. A team of volunteer base 
radio operators maintain a “listening watch” on marine 
radio frequencies 24 hours a day. If a boatie calls for help, 
the radio operators are usually the first point of contact. 
Radio coverage extends to VHF, 27 MHz and phone. 
Fundraising activities
This is the “lifeblood” of our operation for, without funds, 
we could not continue to provide our rescue service to 
local boaties.

We receive very little government funding - only 
$24,000 per year. The rest of our operating budget 
is earned through fundraising and donations, so the 
Fundraising Team is a vitally important part of our 
operations. Fundraising activities including selling raffle 
tickets at Cotton Tree and Fisherman’s Road markets, as 
well as other approved locations, BBQs selling sausage 
sandwiches and drinks at Bunnings Maroochydore and 
other opportunities for fundraising that arise. It’s often said 
that “many hands make light work” and this is especially so 
of fundraising.
administration
These people are the “backbone” of our team, for 
without their leadership, guidance and support, the rest 
of the organisation would find it difficult to operate. 
Administration roles include general administration, 
operations, financial management, training, data entry, 
stores and provisioning, repairs and maintenance, 
Workplace Health and Safety, media relations and flotilla 
publications ... the list is not quite endless, but there are 
plenty of tasks for which volunteers are always required.

The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard is a voluntary organisation committed to saving lives at 
sea by providing emergency assistance to vessels in need.

Regular Membership
QF6 Coast Guard Mooloolaba

“Join the Team”

are you looking for a new challenge? would 
you like to help your community? would you 
like to learn new skills? Do you have spare 
time? if the answer is yes, Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba needs you!

Being part of a team that saves lives at sea 
gives our volunteers an immense amount of 
satisfaction and a real sense of achievement. If 
you would like to be part of the Coast Guard 
Mooloolaba team, call 5444 3222 or visit our 
Base at 65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba.
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The Australian Volunteer Coast Guard is a voluntary 
organisation providing emergency and other assistance 
to vessels in need. In order to maintain our vessels and 
to continue providing this service, it is necessary for our 
organisation to raise the required funds by conducting 
fundraising events in the community.

Coast Guard Mooloolaba operates three fully 
equipped rescue vessels. Our Aim is to promote safety 
in the operation of small craft in Mooloolaba and 
surrounding areas by guarding our coastline in the 
most effective way, initially by education, example and 
examination and finally by search and rescue.

Each year, Coast Guard Mooloolaba volunteers 
make numerous rescues, including assisting sinking 
vessels, vessels that have run aground, towing broken 
down vessels and escorting vessels into Mooloolaba 
Harbour. Taking out a Coast Guard Supporter 
Subscription for an annual fee of $75.00, $50.00 for 
a second vessel and $25.00 for a third vessel (all fees 
include GST), will give you peace of mind for not only 
yourself, but also for your family. Becoming a Coast 

Guard Supporter entitles you to the following benefits:
•  A call sign (MBA number) identifying you as a
  Mooloolaba-based member’s vessel
•  Subscription benefits details and a Supporter sticker 

for your vessel
•  Recorded details of boat/trailer/home contacts
•  Radio coverage from all Coast Guard radio bases 

around Australia
•  Support, rescue and assistance, training and 

information on a wide range of topics
•  Opportunities to attend discounted LROCP, AWQ, 

First Aid and CPR courses
•  Reciprocal membership with all other Queensland 

Coast Guard Flotillas
•  FREE assistance within 25nm of Point Cartwright or 

from any other Queensland Flotilla

We look forward to your valued subscription.  

Please contact the Base on 5444 3222 for more 
information on how to become a supporter.





To apply to become a Volunteer Member of QF6 Coast 
Guard Mooloolaba, complete the enquiry form below and 
post to Coast Guard Mooloolaba (Attention: Commander), 
65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba Qld 4557 or drop it in to the 
Base at Parkyn Parade.
Name:  ______________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________

__________________________ P/Code:  __________________

Telephone:  __________________________________________

Email:  _______________________________________________

There are two options to become a QF6 Supporter:
1.  Got to the following website - https://coastguard.
com.au/marine-assist/ - and complete the form. OR
2.  Come to QF6 headquarters to fill in the required 
on-line form.

Upon completing your form, you will receive 
your call sign (MBA number) and Supporter package in 
the mail.

For Volunteer Membership applications, upon 
returning the application form, you will be contacted 
to arrange a time for an interview, after which your 
application will be processed.

We look forward to welcoming new 
Volunteer Members and Coast Guard Supporters 
to QF6 and hope it will be the start of a long and 
mutually satisfying association with a fully volunteer 
organisation providing a vital service supporting the 
boating public using our local waterways.

Please send me an enquiry form
for volunteer membership

Coast Guard … Join the Team

COAST GUARD SUPPORTER 
SUBSCRIPTION

QF6 COAST GUARD MOOLOOLABA

BECOME A COAST GUARD VOLUNTEER OR SUPPORTER

We need your support today ... you may need ours tomorrow
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QF21 SANDY 
STRAIT•

QF17 TIN CAN BAY
•

QF5 NOOSA •

QF6 MOOLOOLABA •

QF4 CALOUNDRA •

QF21 saNDy stRait
Base: Phone 07 4129 8141  |  Fax 07 4129 8907
Email: operations.qf21@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 341, Maryborough, QLD 4650
Location: 126 Eckert Rd, Boonooroo
Hours of Operation: 0700 - 1800 daily  |  1800 - 0700 Duty Skipper on call
Radio Call Sign: VMR421 or Coast Guard Sandy Strait
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 80, 82  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: Great Sandy Strait south to Kauri Creek and north to McKenzie’s Jetty; 
Mary River up to the Barrage

QF17 tiN CaN bay
Base: Phone - 07 5486 4290  |  Fax - 07 5486 4568  |  Mob - 0419 798 651
Email: operations.qf17@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 35, Tin Can Bay, QLD 4580
Location: In the boat ramp car park, Norman Point at 25° 54’ S / 153° 00’ E
Hours of Operation: 0600 - 1800 daily
Radio Call Sign: VMR417 or Coast Guard Tin Can Bay
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 67, 80, 82  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: Tin Can Inlet & adjacent creeks; Great Sandy Strait north to S38; 
Offshore waters north to Indian Head, south to Double Island Point & 50nm to seaward

QF5 Noosa
Base: Phone - 07 5474 3695  |  Emergencies - 07 5449 7670
Email: fao.qf5@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 274, Tewantin, QLD 4565 
Location: Russell St, Munna Point in the Noosa River Caravan Park
Hours of Operation: 24/7  |  365 days
Radio Call Sign: VMR405 or Coast Guard Noosa
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 22, 80  |  27MHz 88, 91
Operational Area: The entire Noosa River and its lakes; Offshore waters north to Double 
Island Point, south to Point Arkwright & 50nm to seaward

QF6 MooLooLaba
Base: Phone - 07 5444 3222
Email: operations.qf6@coastguard.com.au
Post: 65 Parkyn Parade, Mooloolaba, QLD 4557
Location: In the boat ramp carpark, 65 Parkyn Parade at 26° 41.1’ S / 153° 07.6’ E
Hours of Operation: 365 days 0600 - 2200  |  2200 - 0600 Night watch (CH 16)
Administration Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 0800 - 1200
Radio Call Sign: VMR406 or Coast Guard Mooloolaba
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 21, 22, 67, 73, 80, 81  |  27MHz 88, 90
Operational Area: North to Point Arkwright, south to Point Cartwright & 50nm to seaward

QF4 CaLouNDRa
Base: Phone 07 5491 3533  |  Fax 07 5491 7516
Email: operations.qf4@coastguard.com.au
Post: PO Box 150, Caloundra, QLD 4551
Location: Tripcony Lane, Caloundra off Maloja Avenue
Hours of Operation: Weekdays 0530 - 1200  |  Weekends/Public Holidays 0530-1700
Radio Call Sign: VMR404 or Coast Guard Caloundra
Radio Channels Monitored: VHF 16, 73  |  27MHz 88, 91
Operational Area: Offshore waters north to Point Cartwright, south to approximately 
halfway down Bribie Island & 40nm to seaward

SUNSHINE COAST
FLOTILLA CONTACTS
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